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Bridge

Famous Hand
           
Partscore contracts are not usually as dra-

matic as games or slams, but they provide 
at least as many opportunities for skillful 
play. Here is an exceptionally well-defend-
ed hand played in an intercity match many 
years ago between Los Angeles and New 
York. 

The L.A. South opened one heart, West 
(Howard Schenken) doubled, and East 
(George Rapee) responded one spade. 
Rapee’s hand was much stronger than his 
spade response suggested, but he judged 
it not quite good enough for a jump-re-
sponse. 

After South bid two clubs, West and 
North passed. Rapee now felt he had to 
do something to show his values, so he 
doubled, and everyone passed. Schenken 
decided to lead a trump in order to protect 
any heart strength his partner might have. 
After playing the ace and viewing dum-
my, he continued with the eight of clubs, 
on which dummy played low, and so did 
Rapee! 

Had Rapee won the eight and returned 
a trump, South would have made the con-
tract. Dummy’s nine would have provided 
an entry for a successful heart finesse, and 
declarer would have lost only one spade, 
one heart, one diamond and two clubs. 

As it was, South won the club eight 
with the ten and led the king of spades. 
Schenken very properly ducked, but won 
the next spade with the ace and returned 
a low diamond. Rapee won with the king, 
cashed the trump king and returned a dia-
mond. Declarer ruffed and played the A-3 
of hearts. Rapee took the jack and returned 
his last diamond. 

 Declarer ruffed and played another heart. 
Rapee won with the king -- the sixth trick 
for the defense -- but had to concede the 
last two tricks to dummy’s Q-J of spades. 

 East-West didn’t score much -- 100 
points -- but they earned every point they 
got. At the other table, where the defense 
was less inspired, South made three clubs.
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/21

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  
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