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Bridge

  

  Famous Hand
   It is easy to become confused when you 

play against an artificial bidding system. 
Most players don’t encounter this difficulty 
because, in the groups in which they play, 
a spade bid shows spades, diamonds means 
diamonds, and so on.

 However, when you play in tournaments, 
where advanced bidding methods are used 
by some pairs, artificial bids are fairly com-
mon. How much they gain in the long run is 
questionable. Here is a case where an arti-
ficial bid was successful, but for a peculiar 
reason.

The deal was played in a match between 
Great Britain and Italy in 1954. Nothing 
much happened at the first table, where Ter-
ence Reese and Boris Schapiro got to four 
spades as shown. Reese made six instead of 
five as the result of a defensive error, but the 
extra trick he gained was of minor conse-
quence.

  It was at the second table that the fire-
works occurred. There, Michele Giovine and 
Mario Franco held the North-South cards for 
Italy. They were playing the highly artificial 
Marmic system.

Giovine opened the South hand with one 
diamond, a strong bid that had nothing to do 
with diamonds. Franco responded with one 
spade, which had nothing to do with spades. 
It showed a king and some additional values. 
Eventually, Franco and Giovine arrived at 
six spades.

 Adam Meredith (West) led the jack of 
spades and thereby handed declarer the con-
tract. Declarer won with the queen, cashed 
the A-K of hearts, ruffed a heart and then 
crossed to the ten of spades to obtain two vi-
tal discards on the established hearts to make 
the slam.It was an unfortunate lead, all right, 
but it was doubly unfortunate because Mer-
edith had led out of turn! Due to the artifi-
cial one-spade bid, the actual declarer was 
North, and East should have made the open-
ing lead.

 As it was, North accepted Meredith’s lead 
out of turn, which was his privilege, and so 
made the slam.
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/29
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Difficulty Level 7/28

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  
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