Area /State

Colby Free Press Thursday, July 31,2008 Page 3

Weather
Corner

clear.
East

Tonight...Mostly
Lows in the mid 60s.

winds around 10 mph.
Friday...Sunny. Highs around
103. Southeast winds around
10 mph shifting to the south 15
to 20 mph in the afternoon. Fri-
day night...Mostly clear. Lows
in the upper 60s. South winds
10 to 20 mph.

Saturday...Sunny.  Highs
around 105. Southwest winds
15 to 20 mph. Gusts up to 30
mph in the afternoon. Saturday
night...Mostly clear. Lows in
the upper 60s.

Sunday through Monday

night..Mostly clear. Highs
around 104. Lows in the upper
60s.
Tuesday...Sunny. Highs in the
upper 90s. Tuesday night...
Mostly clear in the evening
then becoming partly cloudy. A
20 percent chance of thunder-
storms. Lows in the mid 60s.

Wednesday...Mostly sunny.
Highs in the mid 90s.

Wednesday’s low, high: 63,
90

Water usage

Wednesday

2.069,000 gallons

Tuesday

1,724,000 gallons

Monday

2.309,000 gallons

3 Consecutive Days over 3.5
million will put us in a water
watch

3 Consecutive Days over 4.0
million will put us in a water
warning

3 Consecutive Days over 4.5
million will put us in a water
emergency

A recorded forecast updated
throughout the day is available
by calling (785) 899-7119.
Current temperatures are avail-
able by calling 460-8367.

New Oberlin center ponders bond issue

By KIMBERLY DAVIS
k.davis @nwkansas.com

Backers of a new senior center,
bowling alley and movie theater
are working on a detailed cost list
of what it will take just to build the
senior center, which then could be
paid for with a general obliga-
tion bond issue through Decatur
County.

Greg Lohoefener, who’s been
working on the project with the
Oberlin-Decatur  County Area
Economic Development Corp.,
said he could get the list togeth-
er after the group talked with
Sarah Steele, a bond lawyer with
Gilmore and Bell out of Wichita.

The commissioners talked with
Ms. Steele and Commissioner
Ralph Unger, who was on vaca-
tion, on the phone during their
meeting last Tuesday.

Others present for the meeting
were Bob Strevey, economic de-
velopment board chairman, and
Vickie Bailey, a board member;
Bev Reiter, with the Sunflow-
er Cinema board; and Dorothy
Moore, Helen Gee and Dewaine
Stapp with the Golden Age Cen-
ter.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
had sent Ms. Bell information
about the project, including the
assurances Mr. Lohoefener asked
for the county to make for a guar-
anteed loan at a meeting July 15.
Mr. Hirsch said the commission-
ers want to know about financing
options for the new center.

To do an industrial revenue
bond issue, said Ms. Bell, the cen-
ter would have to generate enough
income to repay the note, because
that kind of bond issue isn’t paid
by the county. The county could
do general obligation bonds for
part of the project, she said.

The county can do up to
$300,000 in general obligation
bonds without having to go to
an election, said Ms. Steele. Mr.
Hirsch said the county could af-
ford that much because it doesn’t
have any bond debt now.

The county’s debt limit is 3
percent of the assessed valuation,
she said. The county’s valuation
is around $38 million, said Mr.
Hirsch, and 3 percent would be

Incumbent strives for more

Oberlin Herald

Incumbent John Faber, a
Brewster area farmer, says he
wants to continue working for his
district in the state House of Rep-
resentatives.

Mr. Faber has served the 120th
District, which covers Cheyenne,
Rawlins, Decatur, Norton and
Phillips counties, in Topeka for
the past 12 years. Mr. Faber was
born and reared in Rawlins Coun-
ty, where he lives now and farms.

Mr. Faber said he’s had good
success over the years as the rep-
resentative for the area and wants
to continue doing “a great job” for
the district.

He is running unopposed on the
Republican ticket in the primary
Tuesday, and will meet Demo-
crat Bob Strevey in the November
general election.

It’s important, said Mr. Faber, to
get state policy makers involved
in the district and what’s going on
in this part of the state. Communi-
ties need to be involved in what’s
going on in Topeka, too, he said.

Economic development and
schools go hand in hand, he said.
If there’s no economic develop-
ment, the schools will continue to
lose students as parents move to
areas that can provide jobs. With
smaller school districts, he said,
the more children one loses, the
closer the threat of closing gets.
When schools close, he said,
towns die.

As a representative and a for-
mer school board member, said
Mr. Faber, he has made a case for
education in western Kansas and
why it’s important.

It needs to be paid for at the
same level that the state is paying
for education in eastern Kansas,

he said. The bigger cities, like To-
peka and Wichita, have a bigger
tax base, which means more local
money.

Declining enrollment can be
solved with economic develop-
ment, said Mr. Faber, but every-
one has to work together.

Mr. Faber said he’s always been
in favor of wind energy, although
that doesn’t supply the “base-
load” needs, the power everyone
uses when the wind isn’t blowing.
He said he thinks it was a mistake
for Gov. Kathleen Sebelius to
block new power plants.

The coal-fired generating plant
proposed near Holcomb, near
Garden City, would have been
the cleanest one in the world, said
Mr. Faber. The contracts for the
coal were in place and it would
have been a cheap energy supply.
It could have brought the cost of
electricity down.

The two can work together, he
said, wind energy and the coal
plant.

Mr. Faber serves as the chair-
man of the Agriculture and Natu-
ral Resources Committee, which
deals with farming, wildlife and
parks and water issues. Water,
he said, is something that will be
more contentious. The state needs
to learn how to conserve water and
get the reservoirs back up, which
will also help with economic de-
velopment.

He also serves on the Education
and Budget committees, and the
Rules and Regulations commit-
tee.

He and his wife Renee have
three boys, two of whom live in
Colby and one who attends col-
lege at Washburn University in
Topeka.

They have six grandchildren.
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more than $1.14 million.

If this is the direction the coun-
ty wants to take, she said, she can
work on it. There would need to
be separate entrances for the three
areas, she said, so the senior cen-
ter would be independent. She
said she’d need a cost estimate for
the senior center, which is the part
of the building that doesn’t gener-
ate revenue.

Then for the other part of the
building, including the bowling
alley and theater, said Ms. Steele,
the group needs to figure out who
is in charge of it. If it’s a nonprofit
group, she said, so much the bet-
ter.

If there’s a prearranged buyer
for $300,000 in debt, said Mr.
Lohoefener, how long would the
process take. With a purchaser al-
ready in place, said Ms. Steele, it
could take 45 to 60 days.

The positive thing about an in-
dustrial revenue bond issue, she
said, is that the county could grant
property tax abatement for up to
10 years and sales tax exemption.
That might help the bowling alley
and theater get a more firm finan-
cial footing.

Can money from general ob-
ligation bonds be used for things
besides building, he asked, like
buying equipment. Yes, said Ms.
Steele, the money just can’t be

used for expenses.

Mr. Unger said he thought he
would be in favor of the county
issuing $300,000 in a general ob-
ligation bond to get the senior cen-
ter moving forward.

Mr. Lohoefener said he has
contacted some people to help
with demolition on the current
buildings. Some said they could
work together and might donate
some of their time, Mr. Lohoe-
fener said, but he didn’t have any-
thing in writing.

Mr. Hirsch suggested calling

Dave Barber with the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Rural
Development administration to
see if the county needs to do an
environmental assessment for a
federal loan.

The group talked about using
money that’s been raised by the
senior-center property tax levy
for the project. That money, said
Mr. Hirsch, is raised specifically
for the senior center so it probably
needs to be spent at the center.

To get going before winter, said
Mr. Lohoefener, something prob-

Needed immediately Short Terrn Paper Transport to Cakley KS.

ably needs to be done next week.

Mr. Lohoefener said Southwest
Implement plans to donate the lot
to the south of the center for the
new building, and the old locker
plant to the west for storage.

That building, said Mr. Hirsch,
was the city’s first power plant,
also a meat locker and ice plant.
It’s probably one of the older com-
mercial structures in town.

Ms. Moore said they checked
into using the county ambulance
barn as a senior meal site while
the center is being built.

Short term

Needed ASAP to transport papers
from Colby Free Press to Oakley paper
carriers. Will help with gas.
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Phone: 785-460-0828
Cell: 785-443-1082)

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call
Jasmine or Crystal today at 462-3963.

i nwkansas.com

Get connected to the Internet with us!
We have local technical support.

Call 462-3963 -

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Need a new insurance partner?

Auto | Home | Business | Farm/Ranch | Life

College | Retirement

David L. Browne lll
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

s

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Insurance -+

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company‘/West Des Moines, IA.
‘Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 327

Investments
www fbfs.com

Kitchen
& Bath

Sales & Service

Custom Cabinetry ¢ Design & Installation
50 NEW Door Styles  NEW Glazes & Finishes

Wood Floor Installation & Refinishing
Natural Stone Countertops & Much More!

|Phop 462-7843 » Dennis 443-3140 ¢ Lynda 443-0945

The

Tool

1984

Box

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
#x4  CARE
- - The Latest Technology and Most
OREv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals ° Orthodontics
¢ Implants « Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

Don’t miss

TN

GREAT RATE.

For a limited time only, State Farm Bank®
is offering the following promotional term
CD rate. Call me today for more information.

9 Months

out on this

3.80% APY*

Jane W Johnson
State Farm Agent
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com
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LENDER

STATE FARM

Bank

INSURANCE
®

*Annual Percentage Yields as of 06/18/08. Rates subject to change without notice. Minimum
balance to open an account and obtain the stated APY is $500. Fees and charges may reduce
earnings on your account. A penalty may be imposed for a withdrawal prior to maturity.

Certificates automatically renew at maturity at the then current rate for the next longer standard
rate. Some products and services not available in all areas.

statefarm.com®

" Per Adult

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Cruises ATuurs - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
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155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 T S CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 T o e A QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4w R WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 Y ’ s WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
SN L
e \4 2 b4 N -
VACATION SPECIALS T Round Trip Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 :
DISNEYWORLD. Par Pesss, Ar & e |~ $505 3 BOOK SPRING
MEXICO Air & Hotel | $800 3 '
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,050 5| BREAK NOW!
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,500 BN Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel | $740 3| - -~
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 i 3 Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA  $359 Max 45! and are subject to availability

Murray Roofin

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTIMATES

& Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTiIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

NE\X/ SYSTEIM

Proebessional

WW IN D OW
CLEANING

Colby, KS
CONMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

(80 0)

FREE ESTIMATES

O611-6735
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