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Bridge

 The Worst-Case Scenario
 For declarer, the bottom line on almost 

every deal is to make the contract. To this 
end, any play -- no matter how unusual 
-- that enhances his prospects of making 
what he has bid is a good one. Converse-
ly, any play -- even though seemingly 
normal -- that jeopardizes the contract is 
a bad one. 

 Today’s hand provides a classic il-
lustration of this principle. After West’s 
opening diamond lead, South held up his 
ace until the third round of the suit, East 
discarding a heart on the third diamond 
after dummy discarded a spade. Declarer 
then cashed the A-K of clubs, discover-
ing to his dismay that West had started 
with the J-9-6-4 of clubs. 

 Since South could not afford to con-
cede a trick to West’s jack of clubs, he 
turned his attention to hearts. But when 
that suit failed to divide favorably, he 
could do no better than take the eight top 
tricks he had started with. 

Although declarer admittedly ran into 
unlucky suit breaks during the play, he 
had no one but himself to blame for the 
outcome. The fact is that after the first 
three tricks had been played, he was vir-
tually certain to make three notrump if 
he took the steps necessary to guarantee 
the contract. 

 The proper line of play after winning 
the third diamond is to cash one high 
club, cross to the king of hearts and lead 
a second club. After West follows low, 
dummy’s ten is finessed. 

  In the actual case, the finesse succeeds, 
and declarer finishes with two overtricks, 
scoring six clubs, three hearts, a spade 
and a diamond. 

 And what happens if the finesse loses? 
In that case, declarer would wind up with 
10 tricks instead of 11, but would feel se-
cure in the knowledge that, win or lose, 
the finesse assured him of making the 
contract. And that, as we said before, is 
the bottom line.
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/31

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  
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