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Bridge

Famous Hand
One of the great attractions of bridge 

is its intrinsic ability to generate a steady 
supply of unexpected situations. For ex-
ample, imagine how East must have felt at 
the end of the first trick on this deal, which 
occurred in a match between Canada and 
Bermuda.

The bidding requires some explanation. 
The Bermuda South’s club bid guaranteed 
16 points or more but said nothing what-
ever about clubs as a suit. West’s five-
club overcall also had nothing at all to do 
with clubs, but instead showed very long 
diamonds and instructed his partner to bid 
them.

Against six clubs, the Canadian West 
(Subhash Gupta) decided that his best 
chance to get two tricks was to try to get 
a heart ruff. Since this required his partner 
to be on lead at trick two, he elected to 
lead the four of diamonds, hoping to find 
East with the ten!

The scheme should have miscarried, 
since dummy had the ten, but the unusual 
opening lead caught declarer fast asleep. 
South could have won the first trick with 
either the six or the ten, but when he 
played dummy’s deuce instead, an aston-
ished East found himself East may have 
been flabbergasted, but he certainly was 
not paralyzed. After the five held the trick, 
it did not take him long to figure out what 
to do next.

Since his partner had obviously gone 
to great lengths to try to put him on lead, 
there had to be a reasonable explanation. 
And the only conclusion East could reach 
that made any sense was that West was 
trying to get a heart ruff.

The heart return was duly trumped by 
West at trick two, and declarer quickly 
went down one. At the other table, there 
were no fancy doings, and declarer bid 
and made six clubs, giving the Canadians 
a gain of 1,470 points, or 16 IMPs, on the 
deal.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 8/04

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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