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Where to write, call
   
   U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.  202/224-4774
   U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.  202/224-6521
   U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2202 Rayburn House Of-
fice Building, Washington, D.C. 20515.  202/225-2715 
or Fax 202/225-5124

Comments to any opinions expressed on this page are encouraged. 
Mail them to the Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 
67701. Or e-mail jvannostrand@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nw 
kansas.com.  Opinions do not necessarily reflect the Free Press.
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Tragedy

Summer is winding down and that’s not a 
bad thing. After four or five days of 100 de-
gree-plus temperatures, I am looking forward 
to cooler days and nights.

It’s also the time of year when children are 
getting school supplies, new clothes and regis-
tering for classes.

Another popular event in Colby for college 
students is the “Party in the Park.” This year 
the festivities begin at 11:30 a.m., Monday, 
Aug. 18, in Fike Park.

The idea is a good one and a win-win situ-
ation for everyone — matching businesses in 
Colby with new and returning students.

Holly Stephens, director of the Colby/Thom-
as County Chamber of Commerce said it’s an 
excellent opportunity for chamber members to 
join forces with Colby College in welcoming 
these students to our community.

  The goal is to invite college students for a 
picnic and local businesses are encouraged to 
participate by setting up a display booth/table 
showcasing merchandise and services avail-
able to the students. 

For those businesses unable to attend, the 
Chamber hopes merchants can provide  in-
formation, coupons and promotional items in 
the welcome packets which will be distributed 
to the students.   These items must be to the 
Chamber office by Wednesday to be included.  

Another highlight of the even is the annual 
Scavenger Hunt.

 Immediately following the picnic, from 
1:30 to 2:45 p.m.,  there will be a scavenger 
hunt for the students.  The scavenger hunt will 
require students to pick up logo items (ink 
pens, napkins, key chains, business cards, etc.) 
while visiting various businesses around Col-
by.  Students completing the scavenger hunt 

will be eligible to win prizes.
It’s a great way to let new members of our 

community know how much we care about 
them and it’s a perfect time to reacquaint our-
selves with people we haven’t seen during the 
hot summer.

For questions, call Holly, Leilani Thomas, 
director of Colby Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau at 460-3401.

Although this next tidbit has nothing to do 
with the picnic/party, it was still interesting 
and I thought others might agree.

It’s a new website that boasts it has the an-
swers to life’s questions. The site is sponsored 
by Kansas State University’s Research and 
Extension office and is free.

The website: eXtension.org was introduced 
almost six months ago and officials said it 
promises to be a gateway to answering all of 
life’s little questions — from parenting to sav-
ing and investing, entrepreneurship and veg-
etable gardens.

The creators of the site call it a “next-gen 
Google” where curious minds can find a range 
of answers including how to calculate retire-
ment readiness score, tips to easing credit card 
debt, how to grow the best tomatoes on the 
block or ways to set a schedule for a new born 
baby. Even better, if the consumer can’t find 

the information he or she is looking for, real 
live authorities in their area of interest monitor 
and answer questions through the site. Again, 
there’s no cost. 

I checked out the site myself and it was 
informative — bringing consumers the best 
knowledge from the sharpest minds in higher 
education, sources said. 

In addition, users can rate eXtension.org 
articles based on their usefulness, with the 
“most useful” articles ranking the highest on 
searches. If an article does not answer a user’s 
question, he or she has the option to “Ask an 
Expert.”

Normally, I wouldn’t recommend sites; 
however, this particular website is  affiliated 
with Cooperative Extension, a nationwide, 
non-credit educational network. Each U.S. 
state and territory has a state office at its land-
grant university and a network of local or  re-
gional offices. 

According to K-State officials, due to its 
relationship with Cooperative Extension,  
eXtension.org is able to pull the best, most 
researched knowledge from the smartest 
land-grant university minds across America, 
connecting knowledge consumers with knowl-
edge providers.  Anyone interested in viewing 
the site can find: credible expertise; reliable 
answers based upon sound research; connec-
tions to the best minds in American univer-
sities; creative solutions to today’s complex 
challenges; customized answers to your spe-
cific needs; trustworthy, field-tested data and 
relevant and timely answers.

Let me know what you think?
* * *

Patty Decker is editor of the Free Press. Her 
column appears on Mondays.

Park party near; new website worth a look

By John Schlageck
Kansas Farm Bureau

   Like the cavalry sweeping out of an old 
black and white movie, Farm Bureau and two 
other agricultural groups rode to the rescue of 
livestock producers across this wide country 
of ours.

Yep, the good guys won this one. The guys 
in white Stetson hats beat back those wearing 
headbands, crushable cotton and do rags.

The victory was secured for America’s 
farmers when a federal judge in Seattle ruled 
to conditionally allow haying and grazing on 
Conservation Reserve Program acreage. Those 
provisions were part of the Critical Feed Use 
program announced in May by the Agriculture 
Department.

The judge issued a narrow permanent injunc-
tion to allow those producers with approved 
CRP contracts to continue operations through 
the program’s original Nov. 10 deadline. Farm-
ers and ranchers who sent applications but have 
not received approvals will have their applica-
tions processed.  If approved, those producers 
may hay until Sept. 30 or graze until Oct. 15.

The critical feed-use program was designed 
to give eligible farmers and ranchers permis-
sion for a special one-time hay and forage use. 
CRP acreage was to be released only after the 
primary nesting season ends for grass-nesting 
birds.

This program was developed with the goal 
of providing relief for livestock producers by 

reducing record-high feed costs. According to 
USDA estimates, the initiative would generate 
approximately 18 million tons of hay, worth 
approximately $1.2 billion. The critical feed-
use initiative is not related to emergency use 
of CRP land.

Farmers and ranchers who have not yet sent 
applications may do so provided they submit 
in their application a statement explaining 
their reliance on the CFU program. The reli-
ance statement should indicate whether the 
producer made investments or preparations of 
$4,500 or more and provide documentation. If 
the contract is approved, those producers also 
will be able to hay until Sept. 30 or graze until 
Oct. 15.

For those who missed the movie, here’s how 
the battle unfolded.

Critical summertime Kansas haying and 
grazing schedules were thrown into turmoil 
after judicial wrangling essentially stopped 
farmers and ranchers  from cutting and baling 
hay or allowing livestock to graze on land en-
rolled in the Conservation Reserve Program. 
The temporary restraining order was issued in 
mid-July.

The National Wildlife Federation provided 
the fly in the ointment. NWF contended the 
USDA failed to comply with federal environ-
mental laws in authorizing the critical feed use 
program. In case you don’t know, NWF rep-
resents that bastion of “overseers” who look 
after prairie dogs, spotted owls, snail darters 
and many of the other creatures that inhabit 

our trees and grasslands.
Acknowledging what he called “substantial 

competing hardships,” the Seattle-based judge 
in this case, who grew up on a Kansas farm, 
indicated the impact could be devastating to 
farmers and ranchers, who trusted the USDA 
knew what it was doing when it allowed the 
haying and grazing of CRP acreage.

There’s no doubt documentation of the good 
faith efforts and investments taken by farmers 
and ranchers to participate in a program, which 
was announced in May, weighed heavily in the 
judge’s deliberations.

This reversal was critical for farmers and 
ranchers because many had already spent plen-
ty of money preparing to either graze cattle or 
to hay the land. They need this extra forage 
because feed input prices are so high.

The ruling really did establish some impor-
tant precedents for farmers and ranchers be-
cause usually in this court when the National 
Wildlife Federation or any environmental 
group wants to challenge a rule they will seek 
an immediate injunction. And they usually get 
it.

Hopefully this will be a sign of things to 
come and farmers and ranchers  will have their 
say when they face similar challenges.

* * *
John Schlageck is a leading commentator 

on agriculture and rural Kansas. Born and 
raised on a diversified farm in northwestern 
Kansas, his writing reflects a lifetime of expe-
rience, knowledge and passion.

Robert T. Stephan
Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board

Kansans were shocked to learn of the tragic murder of Jana 
Mackey July 3. 

Ms. Mackey, 25, was a second year law student at the University 
of Kansas and grew up in Hays. She was found dead in the home of 
her ex-boyfriend, Adolfo Garcia-Nunez who was eventually appre-
hended in New Jersey and subsequently committed suicide while 
in custody.

Citizens must be outraged not only by this homicide but also all 
the domestic violence homicides that occur in our state.  The Gov-
ernor’s Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board will expedite the 
review of the case.

In October 2004, Gov. Kathleen Sebelius created through ex-
ecutive order, the Governor’s Domestic Violence Fatality Review 
Board. This board is charged with reviewing all adult domestic 
violence related fatalities in the state and recommending improve-
ments to prevent future fatalities.

There are no words to ease the pain or help the family and friends 
of Jana, or other family members who lose their loved ones to do-
mestic violence, understand their tragic loss.  We must find a way in 
which future domestic violence crimes can be stopped.

The board will review Jana’s case and forward to the Governor 
any recommendations to consider.

This case involves the recent release from parole supervision of 
the alleged offender.  Policies and guidelines should be considered 
to ensure proper and intensive supervision of parolees particularly 
where there is a history of domestic violence.

In addition, inmates, prior to release from the correctional fa-
cility, should be screened and assessed for interpersonal violence 
tendencies and comprehensive supervision and participation in 
batterer intervention programs should be recommended.  The fa-
tality review board has made similar recommendations in its past 
reports.

One of its goals is to identify systemic changes within all the or-
ganizations and agencies that work with domestic violence victims, 
offenders and families to learn new ways of reducing the number of 
fatalities by better identification of risk factors and improvement in 
the coordination of services that our state provides.

This process includes identifying high risk factors, current prac-
tices, gaps in systemic responses and barriers to safety in domestic 
violence situations.  About 15 to 20 percent of all homicides that 
occur in Kansas are the result of domestic violence.

If you are a victim of domestic violence or know someone who 
is, you can call (888)-END ABUSE (1-888-363-2287) to find re-
sources for help.

To the rescue

Patty
Decker

• Deep
  Thoughts

Opinion 8-4-08.indd   1 8/4/08   10:46:59 AM


