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Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young
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Bridge

 This deal occurred in a masters pair 
championship. As often happens, the re-
sults at the various tables differed striking-
ly from each other. Games and partscores 
in spades and diamonds were attempted 
with varying success, but the play was 
generally most interesting where the final 
contract was five diamonds.

There was nothing complicated about 
the play at most of these tables. West led 
the king of hearts and continued with a 
heart after East signaled with the eight or 
nine.

Declarer ruffed, cashed the A-K of di-
amonds and then finessed the queen of 
spades. East won with the king and re-
turned a club. South naturally declined to 
finesse because he could avoid a club loser 
by taking the ace and playing three rounds 
of spades, discarding a club from dummy. 

 However, South would not have made 
the contract if the defense had been sharp-
er at trick one, when East should have 
overtaken the king of hearts and returned 
a club. Had he done this, declarer would 
have gone down one.

It is not really an extraordinary play for 
East to overtake the king of hearts and 
shift to a club. He knows from the bid-
ding that West’s heart overcall was almost 
surely based on a five-card suit, which in 
turn gives declarer only one heart. If it de-
velops that declarer has either no hearts or 
two hearts, overtaking with the ace does 
no harm.

East should count on the ace of hearts as 
one trick for the defense, and on the king 
of spades as a second trick, leaving the 
club suit as the primary hope of providing 
a third trick.

East therefore cannot afford to adopt a 
passive attitude at trick one by allowing 
West to win the king of hearts. Once it has 
been decided that the best chance for the 
setting trick lies in clubs, it is clearly more 
advantageous that the club lead at trick 
two come from East rather than West. 

    Tomorrow: Test your play.

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 8/07

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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