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d some extrarar cash?

motor ROUTES available!

PLEASE CALL TO iNQUIRE:
785-462-3963

SUBSTITUTE CARRIERS NEEDED

$$ EASY WORK GREAT PAY!!!!!

Looking
For dependable
Motor carriers
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The Colby Recreation Department hosted its first “Rec Run 
5K” Thursday, Aug. 7.  “This was a predicted time run so the 
winner was determined by finishing closest to their guessed 
time,” said Stacy Lee, director. The results were Dustin 
Reed, finished in the fastest time at 22:12, but came in third 
for the competition by being 28 seconds off his mark. Pam 
Geihsler placed second by finishing 15 seconds off her pre-
diction, and Lace Morford won the $50 grand prize by com-
ing in 9 seconds from her predicted time. “The department’s 
next 5K competition will be the Turkey Trot in November,” 
she said. For questions, call 460-4440.

U.S. routes China 
in historic opener

BEIJING (AP) _ In one heart-
pounding minute in the first half, 
LeBron James dunked off a nifty 
underhanded feed from Dwyane 
Wade. Then Kobe Bryant flew in 
and jammed. Then it was Chris 
Bosh’s turn to rattle the rim.

As the backboard swayed, some 
might have recalled the fabled 
Dream Team. The final score — 
U.S. 101, China 70 — might also 
draw comparisons.

Who’s worried about the 
7-for-29 shooting from beyond 
the arc? Just toss it up and throw 
it down.

This was the biggest basketball 
game in China’s history and per-
haps the most-watched basketball 
game ever — and the U.S. wanted 
to turn in a performance to match 
the moment as it took its first step 
toward Olympic hoops redemp-
tion.

“I’ve never felt an environment 
quite like this,” said Bryant, a 
veteran of five NBA Finals. “I’ve 
played in many big games, but the 
energy tonight was different.

“I think they knew that history 
was being made tonight,” Bryant 
said. “Obviously, it was a proud 
moment for their country as it is 
for ours. You could feel the elec-
tricity.”

Two nights after China put on a 
spectacular opening ceremony, it 
shared the spotlight with the na-
tion that invented basketball.

The sparkling Wukesong Indoor 
Stadium began to buzz an hour be-
fore tipoff. But it didn’t feel like 
much of a homecourt for the Chi-
nese. Team USA took the floor to 
a roar that was every bit as loud 
as the cheer when China came out 
of the dressing room. Bryant got 
as much applause as Chinese icon 
Yao Ming during pregame intro-
ductions.

“The excitement of it, the anx-
iousness of it, the anticipation was 
just crazy,” said Dwyane Wade, 
who led the U.S. with 19 points 
off the bench. “I’m kind of glad 
it’s out of the way now. This game 
was just over the top.”

With President Bush and his fa-
ther watching alongside Chinese 
foreign minister Yang Jiechi, this 
was as much a spectacle as a bas-
ketball game. The president vis-
ited with the U.S. players in the 
locker room before the game.

“He basically came up to us and 
said, ‘I’m here to support you, our 
country supports you, and so go 
out there and kick some butt,’ “ 
Bryant said.

The U.S. did that eventually. 
But for one half the game met, 
and perhaps even exceeded, the 
expectations of the hosts.

“Many things we learned from 
those guys,” China coach Jonas 

Kazlauskas said. “So I think that 
it will be good for us.”

The Americans may be treated 
like rock stars here, but they suf-
fered from a bit of stage fright 
early on. The U.S. turned the ball 
over on its first possession, and 
the Chinese grabbed a quick 3-0 
lead on a 3-pointer by Yao from 
the top of the key.

“He scripted it perfect,” Wade 
said. “You just had to smile be-
cause you couldn’t write it any 
better.”

In the past, the Chinese might 
have been tempted to call timeout 
and take a picture of the score-
board. But China has improved 
under Kazlauskas.

After the U.S. forged a 28-21 
lead early in the second quarter, 
China tied it at 29-29 on a 3-point-
er by Sun Yue with six minutes to 
play in the first half.

That’s when Team USA began to 
flex its superiority. The Americans 
responded with a 16-3 run capped 
by a trio of thundering dunks — 
by James, Bryant and Bosh — on 
its way to a 49-37 halftime lead.

The Americans struggled with 
their long-range shooting, an omi-
nous sign for a team that has been 
dogged by shooting woes in past 
international tournaments. The 
U.S. went 1-for-12 from beyond 
the arc in the first half.

The Chinese, by contrast, hit 
eight of their first 12 shots from 
beyond the arc. But when their 
3-pointers stopped falling, the 
Chinese had no answer for the 
U.S.’ defensive pressure, not to 
mention its superior depth.

China has more than a billion 
people, but there’s not an elite 
point guard among them. If they 
ever find one, the Chinese might 
begin to close the oceanic gap be-
tween them and the Americans.

The U.S. had beaten China in 
each of their first nine meetings 
by a combined 363 points. In 
their last meeting, the Americans 
blasted China 121-90 in the world 
championships two years ago in 
Sapporo, Japan, harrying the Chi-
nese into 25 turnovers.

Although the U.S. won this 
game by 31 points, the Chinese 
hoped to send a message. They’re 
relative newcomers on the interna-
tional hoops stage, but they aren’t 
going away.

Yao, who led China with 13 
points, seemed to make that point 
as he came off for the last time 
with 4:43 to play and China trail-
ing 87-54.

Yao raised his right fist to the 
crowd, sparking a long, loud ova-
tion.

China had lost. But basketball 
won.

Rays roll to franchise record for wins
By The Associated Press 
Rocco Baldelli fits perfectly 

into the remarkable script that the 
Tampa Bay Rays are putting to-
gether this season.

He missed most of last year with 
a lingering hamstring problem, 
just another in a string of injuries 
that kept him sidelined for much 
of 2005 and 2006. Then Baldelli 

was diagnosed with a mitochon-
drial disorder, a condition that 
slows muscle recovery and causes 
extreme fatigue.

Baldelli slowly worked himself 
into shape and, with outfielder Carl 
Crawford going on the 15-day dis-
abled list Sunday, the Rays were 
in need of an outfielder. 

Just so happened that Baldelli 

was available, helping Tampa Bay 
to an 11-3 win over the Seattle 
Mariners in his first game since 
May 15, 2007.

“I’ve said it before, there were 
times I didn’t know if I was going 
to be playing anymore. I honestly 
didn’t know,” Baldelli said after 
going 1-for-4. “There were some 
scary times too. Those are all be-

hind me now, hopefully. I came 
out of it feeling good.”

So did the Rays, who pushed 
their lead over the Red Sox to 4½ 
games in the AL East, after Boston 
lost 6-5 to the Chicago White Sox. 
New York dropped 8½ back in 
the division after the Los Angeles 
Angels finished off a sweep of the 
Yankees, 4-3.
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