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Bridge

 Both sides vulnerable.
The eighth session of the Lenz-Culbert-

son match started on the evening of Dec. 
17, 1931, with Jo and Ely Culbertson lead-
ing Sidney Lenz and Oswald Jacoby by 410 
points. Ted Lightner was substituted for Mrs. 
Culbertson. By the time seven rubbers had 
been played, the Culbertsons’ lead was 4,960 
points.

The most fantastic hand of the 150-rubber 
match, still incredible after all these years, 
took place that evening. The sequence of bids 
employed by Lenz and Jacoby defies logical 
explanation. Although the bidding methods 
then in use cannot be compared with those 
of the present day, even the standards of that 
era were rudely violated as the biggest fiasco 
of the match unfolded.

Jacoby’s semipsychic opening heart bid 
started the ball rolling. The bid was consis-
tent with Jacoby’s strategy of putting con-
stant pressure on the opponents by mixing 
sound with unsound bids.

 Lenz, suspicious of Jacoby’s opening bid, 
leaped to three notrump. A normal one- or 
two-spade response might have led to a final 
contract of seven spades, which would have 
been easily made.

 Unwilling to play notrump with his distri-
bution, Jacoby retreated to four hearts. When 
Lenz persisted in notrump, Jacoby made an-
other effort to play in his suit by bidding five 
hearts. This plea was met by a six-notrump 
response from Lenz.

 Jacoby finally gave up and passed, but 
Culbertson, who had listened with rapt at-
tention to the floundering sequence of bids, 
doubled. Culbertson didn’t know whether he 
could beat six notrump, but he hoped to drive 
Jacoby to seven hearts, where he felt he had 
him.

The plan worked. Jacoby bid seven, was 
doubled and went down one -- minus 200. 
Seven spades would have scored 2,210 
points.

Culbertson pronounced the Official Sys-
tem employed by Jacoby-Lenz to be at fault. 
But was it the gun or the man behind the 
gun? Let the reader be the judge.

 Tomorrow: South does it with finesse.
 (c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 8/18

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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