
Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young
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Bridge

This deal features a play that’s easy enough 
to appreciate after the hand is over, but one 
that might easily be overlooked in actual 
practice.

When the deal occurred, South won the 
opening diamond lead with the ace and 
played the ace and another trump to the king. 
He then led dummy’s queen of clubs and, 
when East followed low, let it ride.

 West won with the king and led a diamond 
to East’s king. 

East then shifted to a spade, and the de-
fense scored two spade tricks for down one.

While it is true that South was unlucky to 
find West with both the king of clubs and ace 
of spades, the fact remains that South was 
responsible for his own demise. 

Had he refused to take West’s queen of 
diamonds with the ace at trick one, he would 
have overcome the unfriendly lie of the 
cards.

The purpose of ducking West’s queen at 
the outset is to prevent him from later put-
ting his partner on lead with a diamond. By 
severing this line of communication between 
the defenders, declarer assures the contract 
even though the club finesse loses and the 
spade ace is offside.

Let’s say West continues with a diamond 
at trick two. Declarer wins, draws trumps as 
before and tries the club finesse. West takes 
his king but is helpless. 

A diamond return presents South with a 
ruff-and-discard; cashing the spade ace es-
tablishes South’s king; and a club return al-
lows declarer to discard two spades on dum-
my’s clubs. 

All roads thus lead to at least 10 tricks.
Note that if East elects to overtake West’s 

queen with the king at trick one, South can 
counter by taking his ace at once. 

The presence of dummy’s ten ensures that 
East will at no point gain the lead to threaten 
declarer’s king of spades.

    Tomorrow: Test your play.
    (c) King Features Syndicate Inc.

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/28

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Dangerous waters ahead
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