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Bridge

 Famous Hand
This hand was played by Roger Trezel, 

well-known French star. He got to six 
hearts and made 12 tricks, but not many 
players would have brought the contract 
home. 

 Trezel ruffed the opening club lead 
and cashed the queen of hearts, on which 
West showed out. Here Trezel made the 
first of several good plays when he had 
the foresight to play dummy’s ten on the 
queen. Next he led a heart to the king and 
cashed the king of spades.

After cashing the queen of diamonds, 
Trezel returned a trump and took the 
marked finesse of the nine. He then 
played the ace of hearts, discarding the 
king of diamonds from dummy, followed 
by the ace of spades, discarding the ace 
of diamonds from dummy!

Trezel next conceded the ten of dia-
monds to West’s jack, and that was the 
end of the hand. Declarer won the rest, 
since he had three diamond tricks and a 
trump left.

All of these plays turned out to be nec-
essary for the contract to be made. If Tr-
ezel had neglected to unblock the ten of 
hearts at trick two, he would have been 
defeated. Similarly, if he had failed to 
cash one of dummy’s high diamonds, as 
he did, he would also have gone down.

 And finally, if he had not discarded 
the A-K of diamonds when he did, he 
would have made only three diamond 
tricks instead of the four he needed, and 
again would have failed. The unblocking 
plays in diamonds were a safety measure 
to guard against a possible 4-1 break in 
the suit.

Trezel’s plays were all logical enough, 
but they were of the type that most play-
ers would be more apt to think of after 
the play than during it.

 Tomorrow: Card-reading.
(c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 9/08

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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