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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

REMEMBER, YOU SAID
YOU'P GO WITH ME TO
THE FLOWER SHOW
TONIGHT

I DID2 THANKS
FOR REMINPING
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FILLED SHAFTS CONVERGED, DO YOU SUPPOSE

YOU’D HAVE A MEETING OF THE MINES?
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BAD AT PREPARING LOADS OF CLOTHES FOR
LAUNDRY, DO I HAVE SORTCOMINGS?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals D
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good diamond support, which you certainly have.
Howthebiddingcontinuesdependslargely onpartner’s

reaction to the cuebid. If he keeps bidding in minimum
terms, you would reluctantly have to settle for less than
slam. But if he shows any interest at all, you should not
stop short of six.

Tomorrow: A multilayered tale.
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Opening lead — nine of spades.
A Multilayered Tale

Some deals have a lot more to them than initially
meets the eye. Take this rather prosaic-looking hand
from a team-of-four contest.

At both tables, North-South reached four hearts
on the bidding shown and West led a spade. Both
declarers, upon seeing dummy, were annoyed at
nothaving reached what appeared to be an excellent
slam in hearts.

Atone table, South gave little thought to the play.
He won the spade with the ace, drew trumps in four
rounds and then attempted to run the clubs. But when
the clubs turned outto be divided 4-1, declarer could
notcome to more than nine tricks, finishing with five
hearts, three clubs and a spade for down one.

At the other table, declarer wisely elected not
to put all his faith in a favorable club division and
instead led a diamond from dummy at trick two. He
was planning to ruff a diamond in dummy next and
thus secure 10 tricks without having to rely on the
club suit.

This was certainly a reasonable plan, but an
inspired East found the winning counterstroke.
After taking the diamond with the ace at trick two,
he cashed the K-Q of spades and returned a fourth
spade. Declarer was now a goner regardless of what
he did.

In practice, South discarded a diamond, where-
upon West did his part by ruffing the spade with the
ten of hearts. Dummy overruffed with the ace, but
East’s 9-7-6-5 of hearts now constituted a trump
trick for the defense, and again the contract went
down one.

And so, both declarers wound up with only nine
tricks on a deal where slam was an odds-on proposi-
tion, but that simple statement doesn’t come close to
telling the full story.
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“But, Grandma! How do you know
you’re not good at football
unless you try it?”




