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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

"WE SHALL SEE, XUR.
WE SHALL SEE."

MAYBE YOU SHOULD TURN
AROUND INSTEAD OF ASKING

THE VENDING MACHINE. 2

I DON'T BELIEVE IT! WE FINALLY GET WHO SAID

FRUIT PIES AND THEY'RE ALL LEMON.
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AVE YU GUE HAG REACHED A LEVEL ANYBODY WHO
G%EVN gA?A?? OF WOTNESS SELDOM ACHIEVED WOULD ASSOCINTE
— BY SOMEONE OF HER ILK. WITH YOUR ILK. y

DAD, My GIRLFRIEND SAVS LATELY 1S WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN T THINK I
I'VE BEEN ANSWERING .| TRUE, DAD? ANSWERING HER KNOW WHERE
HER QUESTIONS : QUESTIONS WITH [ GOT THAT
WITH ANOTHER IS THAT \|¢

QUESTION TRUE, SON? )|£
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MORE QUESTIONS?
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N\ 47LL HoT/!
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

SARGE READ “FAME AND “HYGIENIC HABITS | | “FREQUENT T WONDER
MY ASTROLOGY ) FORTUNEWILL MAY EXCLUPEYOU | ¢ | ROMANCES ) HOW THEY KNEW
FORECAST NEVER BE FROM SOCIAL LEAD TO I WAS A DOG

EVENTs" NOTHING"
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BADA BINGT| THERE? S
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THIS JusT MAY BE A JoB
FOR A PAPER ToweL!

REMEMBER IN "JAWS”
WHEN ROY SCHEIDER
SAYS, " \WE'RE GONNA |
NEED A BIGGER BOAT ¢

WELL, I THINK WE'RE
GONNA NEED A BIGGER
KLEENEX

OH, MAN UP, TopD!
I'LL SHow You

HOW TO MASH
A SPIDER IN THE
BATHTOB WITH
A KLEENEX '
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Cryptoquip

THANK YOU FOR
READING THE MAGM FGE G JzZUcC
DGENTKGMTKW QTM XD
MUTITG CXH BTJHYWZB.
TM'YY QZ G MXHWA DGNM
MX DXYYXF!

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A COUPLE OF
AUSTRALIAN MARSUPIALS WERE BATTLING IT
OUT, MIGHT THAT BE WOMBAT COMBAT?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals L
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Conceptis SudokKu

By Dave Green
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This is a logic-based

number placement puz-
zle. The goalisto enter

a number, 1-9, in each
cellinwhich each row,

columnand 3x3 region

must contain only one
instance of each nu-

meral. The solution to

today’s Sudoku puzzle
isright.

OO0O|=~hWINOOIN

= NN OW A~ O
WDINPRINO OO0 | =

AP OOOIONDN= O

O = NWO |~ NO®

NO OG- =2 00O NW
L WOON—=O0ON
0O NIO W AIN=O

NO—=|011O N0 W~

©2008 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty Level % % %

9/18

Bridge

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
K Q887
Y7642
¢ K3
o AQJ
WEST EAST
@»Jjos52 » 1043
YK QO ¥3
® 362 ® 109754
1042 $+O 76
SOUTH
® A6
YAJI0O8S5
* AQ)
K 53
The bidding:
South West North East
1% Pass 1 & Pass
2 NT Pass 3 ¥ Pass
4 € Pass 6w Pass
Pass Dble

Opening lead — two of spades.

Any Port in a Storm

It rarely pays to double opponents who
voluntarily undertake a slam unless you
feel certain of defeating it. This is partic-
ularly true in cases where declarer may
be able to alter his play to take advan-
tage of the information furnished by the
double.

Consider this classic example where
declarer got to six hearts as shown. It is
certainly unlikely he would have made
the slam had West continued to pass
throughout. But West let the cat out of
the bag by doubling six hearts.

A spade was led, and declarer reasoned
that the only sensible explanation for
West’s double was that he expected to
score two trump tricks. South therefore
formulated a line of play designed to do
West out of one of these tricks.

He cashed the A-K of spades and then
-- acting on the assumption that West had
the 4-3-3-3 distribution that would allow
the slam to be made -- ruffed a spade in
order to reduce his trump length. Next he
cashed three club tricks, followed by the
K-A of diamonds and a diamond ruff in
dummy. Finally, declarer ruffed dummy’s
queen of spades.

At this point, 10 tricks had been played,
and South still had the A-J-10 of trumps
while West had the K-Q-9. The jack-of-
hearts lead then settled West’s hash. He
could win one trump trick but no more.

Declarer thus scored 1,660 points for
making the doubled slam. Had West re-
mained silent during the bidding, as he
should have, he would have wound up
plus 100. In attempting to gain an extra
100 points by doubling, West cost him-
self 1,760 points.

Such foolhardiness can be very expen-
sive indeed.

Tomorrow: Test your defensive play.
(c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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“How did God decide what colors to
put in the rainbow?”

Crossword
ACROSS 34 Un-
1 Pocket escorted 1 Macad-
bread 36 Wrigley
5 Gentle product 2 Terrible
soul 37 History
9 Force 38 Singer
12 Tel — Minogue
13 Winglike 40 “That’s a
14 Per- laugh!”
formance 41 Fashion
15 Sheik 43 Glum
portrayer 47 Melody
17 Grazing 48 Ratified
area 51 Oahu 7 Isle of —
18 Main souvenir 8 Cheery
course 52 Satan’s
19 Indigent field 9 Orange
21 “Why 53 Conked
should | out
care?” 54 Prior to
22 One of 55 Welsh
Santa’s veggie dience-
team 56 Catch
24 Donated sight of
27 Wrestling  Solution time: 25 mins.
surface S D[o[s
28 Mounties’ c | |GIH
A A[R|E
org. B B|E[S
31 Mideast ol
potentate |=Ht># e
32 Hearty S|K[A|T C|RrR
brew M|
A PlE[E|P
33 Savings- [RTA[T[E
p|an O|V|E|[N
acronym N[E[RID

16 Ultra-
modernist

20 Alway

22 Price

23 Particular

24 Petrol

25 Way back
when

26 Maiden of
Odin

27 Creche
trio

29 “—
Doubtfire”

30 Vanna’s
colleague

35 Olive —

37 Proces-
sion

39 Not
bumpy

40 Coal
carrier

41 Garage
event

42 Layer

43 “Got
—?”

44 Elevator
name

45 Leak
slowly

46 Vortex

49 St.

50 Whopper
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