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Tips for planting dual-purpose crop

K-State Research and Extension

MANHATTAN Growing
wheat as a forage crop which also
serves as a grain crop is a way for
farmers to boost the income from
their wheat operation, but there are
several things to consider when
planning a dual-purpose crop.

Kansas State University agron-
omist Jim Shroyer said usually
having enough moisture to get the
crop up and then through the win-
ter can be a problem.

“Moisture is always a consid-

plies 1.5 to 2 pounds of nitrogen
(soil nitrogen, plus applied N) for
a grain-only crop would need to
increase that nitrogen for dual-pur-
pose wheat by 0.4 pound per acre.
“If you are shooting for a dual-
purpose crop and you only put on
nitrogen for the grain, there won’t
be enough nitrogen left come grain-
filling time,” he said. “The cattle
will have removed it in the forage.
“When (grazing out) is the best
option in some years, depending
on the price of wheat and the price

The agronomist suggested if a
soil test bears out the need, farmers
should put down “a starter for good
phosphorus support — recognizing
that prices are high this year.”

Shroyer cautioned against graz-
ing cattle too long on wheat that is
also to produce a grain crop.

“Usually fall grazing has little
effect on grain yields at the end,”
he said, “but eight or nine times
out of 10, if you graze in the
spring, you’ll have some yield re-
duction ...
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Olffice manager/billing clerk full or paART-TiME

The Colby Free Press needs an office manager/billing
clerk to take a key spot in our front office. This person
will do all billing, using a standard bookkeeping program,
handle customer calls, direct traffic in our office, co-ordinate
customer service, deal with postal issues, work mail, answer
phones and generally help run the office. We are looking
for someone who likes challenges and knows how to solve
problems, work with people and get results. It could be just
the job for you. Can be part-time 8-3. Send letter and resume
to Steve Haynes, publisher, 155 W. Fifth St., Colby, Kansas.
67701, or s.haynes@nwkansas.com. eoe m/f/h
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