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Bridge

       Ffred Does It With Flair
Here is an interesting hand reported by Dr. 

James Parrack in the British Bridge Maga-
zine. As usual, the doctor casts his favorite 
character, Ffred, in the role of hero. 

 On this occasion, Ffred was playing in 
a team-of-four match and held the South 
hand. He was the dealer and opened with 
one spade. While it is true that many play-
ers would have opened a strong two-bid with 
Ffred’s hand, Ffred was not often inclined to 
do what most players would do. 

West overcalled with two diamonds, and 
East jumped to five diamonds. This develop-
ment did not faze Ffred, who now bid five 
hearts in what can best be described as a 
forcing voice. 

North then came to life and raised the ante 
to six hearts, which West doubled vehement-
ly after two passes. West then led the ace of 
diamonds. 

 Ffred ruffed, of course, and played the 
king of hearts, on which East showed out. 
This complication, with West having all four 
missing trumps, might have upset a differ-
ent declarer, but Ffred, as usual, took the 4-0 
break in stride. 

When he next cashed the ace of clubs and 
West’s queen appeared, Ffred’s face lit up 
like a Christmas tree. Situations like this 
were always a source of great joy to him, 
and he proceeded to make the contract in his 
usual bang-bang style. 

He led the six of hearts and finessed the 
eight, and then, after ruffing the jack of dia-
monds with the queen of hearts, led the seven 
and finessed the ten. When Ffred next cashed 
the ace of hearts, he discarded the king of 
clubs on it, allowing him to cash all of dum-
my’s clubs, which brought him to 12 tricks. 
East scored the spade ace on the last trick. 

During the post-mortem, when Ffred was 
asked why he had not tried to develop the 
spades instead of the clubs, he replied, “What 
spades?”

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
(c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 9/25
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Difficulty Level 9/25

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  
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