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Weather
Corner

This Afternoon: Sunny, 
with a high near 74. North 
wind between 5 and 15 mph.

Tonight: Mostly clear, with 
a low around 37. North wind 
around 5 mph becoming 
southwest.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a 
high near 78. West wind 
around 5 mph becoming 
calm.

Tuesday Night: Mostly 
clear, with a low around 45. 
North wind around 5 mph be-
coming east.

Wednesday: Sunny, with 
a high near 78. Northeast 
wind around 5 mph becom-
ing south.

Wednesday Night: Mostly 
clear, with a low around 45.

Thursday: Sunny, with a 
high near 78.

Thursday Night: Mostly 
clear, with a low around 47.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 78.

Friday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 48.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 82.

Saturday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 
47.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 76.

www.NWKansasOnline.com
As low as $1.90/wk.

Bier’s Hometown Appliance St. Francis

Heritage Corner Café  Bird City

Kansasland Tire Co., Inc.                            Norton

McMullen & Wyatt Auctions Norton

Myra’s Bridal and Fabrics McDonald

R & M Service Center Oberlin

Shay Realty of Atwood Atwood

Western Auction & Real Estate St. Francis

BE SURE your business is listed!
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785-462-3963 ask 
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Advertising Dept.
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W  RLD
of NEW REVENUE

Join our team of Featured Businesses*

This could 
be the key 
to YOUR 
stack of...

* Limited time offer
Looking web Colby4x18.indd   1 9/17/08   8:53:20 AM

The Colby Free Press needs an office manager/billing 
clerk to take a key spot in our front office. This person 
will do all billing, using a standard bookkeeping program, 
handle customer calls, direct traffic in our office, co-ordinate 
customer service, deal with postal issues, work mail, answer 
phones and generally help run the office. We are looking 
for someone who likes challenges and knows how to solve 
problems, work with people and get results. It could be just 
the job for you. Can be part-time 8-3. Send letter and resume 
to Steve Haynes, publisher, 155 W. Fifth St., Colby, Kansas. 
67701, or s.haynes@nwkansas.com. eoe m/f/h

Put your skills to work in our office.

USED 
OIL DROP

 Now at Truck Town’s
East Entrance

High fuel prices still may be an issue
By John Hanna

AP Political Writer
TOPEKA — Before roiling fi-

nancial markets sent the president 
and Congress scrambling toward a 
gargantuan bailout, Kansas politi-
cians were having a spirited argu-
ment about high gasoline prices.

In congressional races, incum-
bents and challengers debated an 
“all of the above” energy policy 
for weaning the U.S. away from 
foreign oil. The discussion cov-
ered new drilling, nuclear power, 
alternative energy, bolstering a 
weak dollar, curbing financial 
speculation and boosting fuel effi-
ciency standards for automobiles.

In the past week or so, it’s been 
easy to forget that debate because 
of the turmoil surrounding Wall 
Street. The question of whether a 
motorist pays $39 or $47 to fill up 
the tank of a small car seems in-
significant.

But gasoline prices remain an 
important issue and one to which 
candidates for office are likely to 
return. Even if the big financial 
storm doesn’t pass until after the 
Nov. 4 election, the newly elected 
and re-elected federal lawmakers 
will have to confront what people 
pay at the pump.

“There’s no other issue, really, 
that affects people on a day-to-day 
basis more than gas prices,” said 
Washburn University political sci-
entist Bob Beatty. “And even if 
gas prices go from $3.75 to $3.25, 
people still feel the pain.”

Gas prices hovered around $4 
a gallon during the summer and 
compelled congressional incum-
bents and challengers to discuss 
them. The debate wasn’t confined 
to the Senate and 2nd Congres-
sional District races, of course, 
but those contests demonstrate its 
scope.

In the Senate race, Republican 
incumbent Pat Roberts is seeking 
a third term, and his Democratic 
challenger is former Rep. Jim Slat-
tery. In the 2nd District of eastern 
Kansas, Democratic Rep. Nancy 
Boyda is trying to win a second 
term against GOP nominee Lynn 
Jenkins, the state treasurer.

There is bipartisan consensus 
that gasoline prices are too high, 
that the U.S. remains too depen-
dent on foreign oil imports and 
that Congress must enact a com-
prehensive energy policy.

But the details spur significant 
disagreements.

As an example, Jenkins advo-

cates lifting a federal ban on off-
shore drilling, including within 50 
miles of the coast.

Thus, she derided an energy bill 
championed by House Democratic 
leaders, and supported by Boyda 
‚ allowing offshore drilling, but 
starting 50 miles off the coast.

“That is not where the oil is,” 
Jenkins said. “Drilling is part 
of the debate. This is ultimately 
about ending dependence on for-
eign oil.”

But Boyda defends the legis-
lation as a compromise and says 
of Republicans who pushed for 
more offshore drilling, “I’m sorry, 
but they’re not going to get their 
way.”

“Our nation has worked on 
compromise for 232 years,” she 
said. “The states that don’t want 
offshore drilling, this is about 
their tourism and fishing indus-
tries. They’re worried sick.”

There’s also the issue of finan-
cial speculation, which Boyda, 
like other Democrats, sees as a key 
influence on oil prices. She said 
Congress needs to make financial 
markets more transparent, so that 
speculators have less power. Talk 
of transparency has helped lower 
gas prices recently, she said.

“You have an energy policy that 
has been absolutely set by the oil 
companies for decades,” she add-
ed. “They hold most of the cards, 
and the American people are tak-
ing the brunt of that.”

Jenkins contends Boyda has 
talked about drilling and energy 
policy but favored only partisan 
legislation, something that leads 
to “more money in the pockets of 
the oil-rich nations.”

Drilling also has been an issue 
in the Senate race.

Roberts supports opening the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
in Alaska. Many environmental-
ists strongly oppose the idea, but 
Roberts contends they’re protect-
ing a “moonscape.”

“It seems like we have to ex-
pand our domestic drilling where 
we can,” he said. “Had we passed 
ANWR years ago, our problems 
would be much less serious.”

Slattery said he supports new 
drilling, but when asked about 
the refuge, he said opening it up 
wouldn’t significantly affect the 
price of gasoline.

Slattery contends shoring up the 
weak dollar ‚Äî by attacking the 
federal budget deficit ‚Äî would 
have a much larger effect.

“We have to signal to the global 
community that we are committed 
to strengthening the value of the 
dollar,” he said.

The two Senate candidates also 
have argued about fuel efficiency 
standards for automobile. Slat-
tery criticizes Roberts for voting 
against proposals in past years, 
only to support legislation this 
year, deriding the Republican for 
an election-year conversion.

But Roberts said there are sig-

nificant differences between what 
he support this year and past bills. 
For example, he said, the latest 
legislation sets different standards 
for cars and pickups.

Such questions, of course, have 
been overshadowed in recent days 
by the news out of Wall Street and 
Washington and the attempted fi-
nancial bailout.

But gasoline prices aren’t likely 
to disappear as an issue, because 
people confront them every time 
they fill up.

Associated Press Political Writ-
er John Hanna has covered state 
government and politics since 
1987.

Car bombs kill troops
TRIPOLI, Lebanon (AP) — A 

car bomb exploded today near a 
military bus carrying troops going 
to work in northern Lebanon, kill-
ing at least five people and injur-
ing 25 others, Lebanese security 
officials said.

A senior military official told 
The Associated Press that four 
soldiers were among the dead and 

that 22 of the injured in six area 
hospitals were soldiers.

It was the second deadly attack 
targeting troops in northern Leba-
non in less than two months.

Security officials said the car 
packed with explosives was 
parked on the side of a road and 
detonated by remote control as the 
bus drove in the Bahsas neighbor-
hood on the southern entrance to 
the northern port city of Tripoli.

They said the explosives used 
were mixed with ball bearings to 
maximize casualties.

The blast, which tossed the car 
about a dozen yards, occurred 
during the morning rush hour, ac-
cording to the officials.

TOPEKA (AP) — The Army has 
announced plans to shift a mission 
at Fort Riley that trains advisers 
sent to Iraq and Afghanistan.

The mission is being reassigned 

to Fort Polk, La., where units go 
to prepare for combat. The Army 
will add 825 people to Fort Polk to 
train the advisers, who assist the 
Iraqi and Afghanistan forces.

Army moves mission to South


