1 TNEEE @® | I | [ [

OKTOBERFEST ) [ BRATWURST,
(IS TODAY'S SAUERKRAUT |,
SPECIAL? | (LN THE WORKS!|?
7 ; » :
7 G- /_q I
)

es Syndicate, Inc. World Rights

© 2008 by King Featur

— =2

[ REALLY OUGHT TO BE WEARING
LEDERHOSEN AND A
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you
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www.Blondie.com

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

THEY SAID THE

GENERAL WANTS
TO GIVE ME A
PROMOTION!

SHOW ME
YOUR LEG
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YEP! IT LOOKS
LIKE IT's BEEN
PULLED AGAIN
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ALL RIGHT!
FRIED
CHICKEN!

ToDD, You
REALLY SHoulLD
TRAY THIS CHICKEN
SKINLESS, IT'S
MORE HEALTHY
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WELL, OKAYYGooD.
RIGHT BACK WITH
YOLR SALAD
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Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: COMING-OF-AGE
COMEDY FLICK ABOUT SOME CATS THAT ARE
IMPISH AND PLAYFUL: “FRISKY BUSINESS.”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals N
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN YOU'RE NEAR

ENOUGH TO RUN AROUND IN THE RAW, I

RECKON YOU'RE WITHIN STREAKING DISTANCE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals S
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ACROSS
1 Automa-
ton, for
short
4 Siestas
8 Do as
you're
told
12 “— Town”
13 October
birthstone
14 Base
runner’s
goal
15 Expert
16 Persistent
18 Wheat
bundle
20 Court
21 Freeway
exit
24 Knighted
women
28 Courteous
32 Shaving
mishap
33 Conger,
for one
34 Portrayals
36 Lanka
lead-in
37 Creche
trio
39 Roomy
41 Viewpoint
43 Use a
teaspoon
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the ace or deuce, he played the jack!

This falsecard produced the intended effect. West
naturally assumed that South had the A-J alone and so
continued with the queen. Declarer won, led the queen of
clubs and finessed.

East took the king but was stymied. He had no more
spades to lead, and whatever else he returned, declarer
had nine tricks.

Note that even if East had had another spade, South
would still have been on solid ground, since in that case
West would have had only two more spades to cash.

Tomorrow: Akilling defensive maneuver.
(¢)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
®» 6 5
¥J 1082
® Q5
$OQJ 1073
WEST EAST
»QJ10983 “@» 742
Y75 YK 63
® A 96 ®*K 108742
* o6 4 o* A
SOUTH
@» A K
YAQ94g
®J)3
P+K O8852
The bidding:
South West North East
1 o 1 o 2 & 2 &
2 ¥ Pass 3V 3 &
4 @

Opening lead ace of diamonds.

A Killing Defensive Maneuver
This deal was played in a team-of-four match. At
both tables the final contract was four hearts played
by South, but at one table the contract was made,
while at the other it was defeated.

Atthe first table, West led the ace of diamonds and
continued the suit when East signaled with the eight.
East took his king and shifted to a spade.

Declarer won with the ace, cashed the king, then
played a club to the ten. East took his ace, but had
no safe exit card. A trump return would allow South
to win in dummy and trap East’s king via a finesse,
while aspade or diamond return would allow declarer
to ruff in dummy and take two trump finesses. So
South made four hearts.

At the second table, the A-K of diamonds were
also cashed, but here East found the way to stop the
contract. He was not concerned with whether West
had a spade trick, because he saw an ironclad way
of scoring the setting trick himself with the king of
hearts.

Accordingly, at trick three, he cashed the ace of
clubs. Then he led a spade. South was powerless
against this thoughtful defense, which left him with
no means of getting to dummy to take the heart fi-
nesse. Heknew thatifhe led aclub toward dummy, it
would be ruffed, so he played the ace of hearts in the
hope of catching the singleton king. When the mon-
arch failed to fall, he had to settle for down one.

East had appraised the situation accurately. He
reasoned, from the bidding and play, that declarer’s
distribution was almost surely 2-4-2-5, in which
case South could not prevent him from scoring a
trump trick if he cashed the club ace before exiting
with a spade.

Defending in this manner could not do his side
any harm, but the failure to cash the ace of clubs first
could, as it did at the first table, cost the contract.

Tomorrow: The power of positive thinking.
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