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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip
Family Circus • Bill Keane

  The Fine Art of Falsecarding
The great majority of falsecards repeat themselves in 

varying forms and are well-known to experienced players. 
Occasionally, though, a situation arises that presents the 
opportunity for a relatively rare falsecard. 

Consider this case where an inspired falsecard enabled 
declarer to make a contract that would otherwise have 
been defeated. 

West led the king of spades, and it was obvious to South 
that the contract was safe if West had the king of clubs. In 
that case, a successful finesse would yield five club tricks 
and allow him to make at least four notrump. But if East had 
the king of clubs, the contract could be in jeopardy. 

South saw that if he took the spade king with the ace and 
tried the club finesse, he could be defeated by a spade return 
if the finesse lost. He likewise realized that if he ducked the 
first spade by playing the deuce on the king, West would 
surely shift to another suit after receiving a discouraging 
signal from East. 

  In the actual deal, had South followed low to the first 
trick, West would no doubt have shifted to the king of 
hearts, and whatever declarer did from that point on, he 
would inevitably have gone down. 

 So, fully cognizant both of the danger of playing the 
ace of spades and the futility of following with the deuce, 
South found a third alternative: Instead of playing either 
the ace or deuce, he played the jack! 

This falsecard produced the intended effect. West 
naturally assumed that South had the A-J alone and so 
continued with the queen. Declarer won, led the queen of 
clubs and finessed. 

 East took the king but was stymied. He had no more 
spades to lead, and whatever else he returned, declarer 
had nine tricks.

Note that even if East had had another spade, South 
would still have been on solid ground, since in that case 
West would have had only two more spades to cash.

	    Tomorrow: A killing defensive maneuver.
	    (c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

	
	

 A Killing Defensive Maneuver
This deal was played in a team-of-four match. At 

both tables the final contract was four hearts played 
by South, but at one table the contract was made, 
while at the other it was defeated.

At the first table, West led the ace of diamonds and 
continued the suit when East signaled with the eight. 
East took his king and shifted to a spade.

 Declarer won with the ace, cashed the king, then 
played a club to the ten. East took his ace, but had 
no safe exit card. A trump return would allow South 
to win in dummy and trap East’s king via a finesse, 
while a spade or diamond return would allow declarer 
to ruff in dummy and take two trump finesses. So 
South made four hearts.

 At the second table, the A-K of diamonds were 
also cashed, but here East found the way to stop the 
contract. He was not concerned with whether West 
had a spade trick, because he saw an ironclad way 
of scoring the setting trick himself with the king of 
hearts.

Accordingly, at trick three, he cashed the ace of 
clubs. Then he led a spade. South was powerless 
against this thoughtful defense, which left him with 
no means of getting to dummy to take the heart fi-
nesse. He knew that if he led a club toward dummy, it 
would be ruffed, so he played the ace of hearts in the 
hope of catching the singleton king. When the mon-
arch failed to fall, he had to settle for down one.

East had appraised the situation accurately. He 
reasoned, from the bidding and play, that declarer’s 
distribution was almost surely 2-4-2-5, in which 
case South could not prevent him from scoring a 
trump trick if he cashed the club ace before exiting 
with a spade.

 Defending in this manner could not do his side 
any harm, but the failure to cash the ace of clubs first 
could, as it did at the first table, cost the contract.

 Tomorrow: The power of positive thinking.

8 Comics 10/1.indd   1 10/1/08   10:01:02 AM


