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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip
Family Circus • Bill Keane

	    Bidding Quiz
 You have the following hand, neither side vulner-

able:
[S] K92 [H] 6 [D] KJ854 [C] AQ73
 1. Your partner opens the bidding with One Club, 

and you respond One Diamond. Partner rebids Three 
Clubs. What would you bid now?

 2. You open the bidding with One Diamond, and 
partner responds Two Notrump. When you next bid 
Three Clubs, partner bids Three Notrump. What 
would you bid now?

3. Your left-hand opponent opens One Heart, 
your partner overcalls with One Spade, and your 
right-hand opponent bids Two Hearts. What would 
you bid?

 4. Your partner opens the bidding with Three 
Hearts, and the next player passes. What would 
you bid?

 1. Four notrump. A grand slam is likely if partner 
has three aces, and the best way of finding out about 
this is by using Blackwood. There is little risk at-
tached to the Blackwood bid, since partner is sure 
to have two or three aces for his jump-bid. If he 
responds five hearts, showing only two aces, you 
will bid six clubs.

2. Pass. Your hand may not be ideal for notrump, 
but there is nowhere else you can go at this point. 
You have warned partner against notrump by bidding 
three clubs, and you have to accept his judgment that 
a nine-trick game in notrump has a better chance of 
succeeding than an 11-trick game in a minor.

Partner will not be surprised by your singleton 
heart, as your three-club bid warned him of this 
possibility.

3. Four spades. You can’t bid less if you have any 
respect for partner’s overcalls. Of course, you’d 
like to have another spade for the jump-raise, but 
despite this, you must still bid game. You shouldn’t 
worry too much about your trump support, because 
the one-spade overcall virtually guaranteed at least 
a strong five-card suit.

   No good purpose can be served by mentioning 
either diamonds or clubs. This could easily com-
plicate the issue and lead to the wrong contract. A 
three-spade bid would also be improper because 
this would merely invite -- but not force -- partner 
to bid again. 

4. Pass. While your hand is worth an opening bid 
and would therefore be strong enough to insist on 
game opposite an opening one-bid, here partner has 
a hand of less than opening strength; otherwise, he 
would not have pre-empted. Your lack of heart sup-
port also does not help your cause. The probability is 
that partner will make three hearts or go down one.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

	
	

	    Good, Better, Best
 The outcome of many contracts is preordained 

from the time dummy first appears. Declarer may 
have everything he needs to assure the contract 
beyond a doubt, or the defenders may be certain to 
emerge victorious.

 The most interesting and instructive deals -- and 
the ones that present the greatest challenge in the play 
-- are those where the outcome depends entirely on 
how well or how badly each side plays.

  For example, take the present case where West led 
the three of spades against three notrump. East won 
the spade with the ace and returned the seven, South 
playing the queen. West allowed the queen to hold 
in order to maintain communication with partner if 
East gained the lead again.

Declarer thereupon cashed the A-Q-K of diamonds 
and the A-K-Q of hearts, hoping to find either red suit 
divided 3-3. However, neither suit broke favorably, 
leaving South a trick short of his goal and apparently 
in need of a successful club finesse.

  But South was a first-rate declarer and saw a 
much safer alternative. Instead of attempting the 
club finesse, he led the jack of spades from dummy! 
This proved to be exactly the right medicine because, 
after West cashed three spade tricks, he was forced 
to return a club from the K-x. As a result, declarer 
made three notrump.

Well done by declarer, you could easily say, but 
let’s backtrack to trick two when West elected to duck 
the queen of spades. This was the moment when West 
unwisely placed his neck on the chopping block and 
subjected himself to what happened later on.

He should have realized from South’s opening 
notrump bid that there was almost no chance that 
East would gain the lead again. West should there-
fore have taken his king and returned a spade at trick 
three. Had he done that, South would eventually have 
gone down one.
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