
SALINA — Mollie Carter, 
president and chief executive of 
Salina-based Sunflower Bank, has 
been honored as one of US Bank-
er’s 25 Most Powerful 
Women in Banking, an 
annual list compiled by 
one of the financial in-
dustry’s leading maga-
zines.   

Carter has let the bank 
since 2005, and been a 
member of the bank’s 
board since 1995. US 
Banker unveiled list in 
its October issue.  The 
magazine typically con-
siders more than 4,700 executives 
for its  nomination process. It will 
recognize the 25 honorees with 
a celebration later this month in 
New York. 

The list, in its sixth year, pays 
tribute to influential women in 
finance “whose professional and 
personal achievements leave their 
mark on corporate America and 
push the boundaries of what’s 
possible in their businesses.”

Candidates are selected and 
ranked by overall performance – 
including overall influence on the 
institution, the industry and the 
community. US Banker also con-
siders an individual’s leadership 
skills, financial performance, job 
complexity, contribution to the 
institution’s revenue and earnings, 
product and service innovations, 
community involvement and rein-
vestment, corporate governance, 
ethics, management style and edu-
cation.

“I’m extremely humbled to re-
ceive this honor,” said Carter, “but 
I proudly credit the employees of 
Sunflower Bank, and the organiza-
tion as a whole. It’s a tremendous 

privilege to work with talented 
people, and this honor serves as 
a tribute to the heart and commit-
ment of all employees of Sunflow-

er Bank.”
Carter owns Sun-

flower with five sib-
lings, sons and daugh-
ters of H.D. “Joe” Hale 
and Joyce Vanier Hale. 
Founded in 1892, Sun-
flower Bank now has 
more than $1.6 billion in 
assets from 35 locations 
in Kansas and Colorado. 
Through Carter’s four-
year tenure, the bank 

grew from $1 billion in assets to 
its current $1.6 billion. Sunflower 
Bank remains well capitalized and 
largely unaffected by recent loan 
problems that have hurt many in 
the industry.

Carter’s leadership is captured 
in the bank’s corporate mission 
statement:  “Bringing out the best 
in the lives we touch … Creat-
ing Possibility,” a nontraditional 
vision for a financial institution. 
Sunflower employees are chal-
lenged with the responsibility to 
impact the lives of each other, 
customers and communities in 
a positive way. Sunflower Bank 
cultivates an environment of vol-
unteerism, which results in em-
ployees accounting for more than 
20,000 volunteer hours in their 
communities each year

Sunflower has an array of edu-
cational, financial and visioning 
assistance which directly impact 
local communities – including its 
Community Ambassadors schol-
arship program for high school 
seniors, the ABC for schools pro-
gram, a Health Care professional 
package providing assistance to 

area health organizations, and a 
community college-based student 
ID and rewards debit card. 

The bank also focuses on starter 
savings products to encourage 
new savers and beginning IRA 
contributors.  

“We look for innovations where 
the people who keep our commu-
nities strong can become stronger 
themselves,” said Carter. 

Carter remains involved in her 
communities as well and currently 
serves on the boards of the Great-
er Salina Community Foundation 
and the Kansas Chamber of Com-
merce.  

Carter began her career as a 
consultant with Agribusiness As-
sociates in 1984 and served as a 
senior investment officer for John 
Hancock Mutual Life Insurance 
Co. in Boston  from 1986 until 
1997. She has served as chair of 
the bank board since 1997. Addi-
tionally, she serves or has served 
on several public and private cor-
porate boards.  She is a graduate 
of Dartmouth College in Hanover, 
N.H., and holds an a Master of 
Business Administration from the 
Harvard Business School.

A monthly news magazine, US 
Banker is designed and written 
for senior executives of financial 
institutions, including directors, 
chairpersons, chief executives, 
presidents and business-line ex-
ecutives. 

Sunflower Bank, based in Sali-
na, has locations in Colby, Dodge 
City, Ellinwood, Great Bend, 
Hays, Junction City, Lawrence, 
Liberal, Manhattan, McPherson, 
Osborne, Russell, Topeka, Victoria 
and Wichita in Kansas and Cañon 
City, Monte Vista, Pueblo, Salida 
and South Fork in Colorado. 
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Mollie Carter

The Colby Free Press needs an office manager/billing 
clerk to take a key spot in our front office. This person 
will do all billing, using a standard bookkeeping program, 
handle customer calls, direct traffic in our office, co-ordinate 
customer service, deal with postal issues, work mail, answer 
phones and generally help run the office. We are looking 
for someone who likes challenges and knows how to solve 
problems, work with people and get results. It could be just 
the job for you. Can be part-time 8-3. Send letter and resume 
to Steve Haynes, publisher, 155 W. Fifth St., Colby, Kansas. 
67701, or s.haynes@nwkansas.com. eoe m/f/h

Put your skills to work in our office.

Sunflower Bank president
on list of most powerful bankers

We want your local news!
E-mail yours to

colby.editor@nwkansas.com
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(CC) tainment Circus Circus (CC) Equal and Opposite The Family Lawyer (CC) (N) (CC) (CC)
News (N) Wheel of Knight Rider A The Biggest Loser: Lipstick Jungle (N) News (N) The Tonight Show Late

Fortune Hard Day’s Knight Families (N) (CC) (CC) With Jay Leno (CC) Night
News (N) Inside Old Gary Criminal Minds CSI: NY Turbulence News (N) Late Show With Late
(CC) Edition Christine Unmarr Minimal Loss (CC) (N) (CC) (CC) David Letterman Late
The NewsHour Secrets of the Dead Latinos ’08 (N) (CC) P.O.V. Up the Yangtze (N) (CC) As Time Charlie Rose (N)
With Jim Lehrer (N) Aztec Massacre Goes By (CC)
Baseball NFL Live Football Boxing: 1992 Bowe Boxing: 1993 Bowe vs. SportsCenter (Live) Baseball NFL Live
Tonight (Live) Live vs. Holyfield I. (CC) Holyfield II. From Nov. 6, 1993. (CC) Tonight (N) (CC)
Law & Order: SVU House Dr. House Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order:

treats a nun. (CC) Criminal Intent
Seinfeld Seinfeld House of House of House of House of House of House of Seinfeld Sex and Sex and Movie:
(CC) (CC) Payne Payne Payne Payne Payne Payne (CC) the City the City
7th Heaven Drunk Corner Corner Becker Becker WGN News at Nine Scrubs Scrubs Corner Becker
Like Me (CC) Gas (CC) Gas (CC) (CC) (CC) (N) (CC) (CC) (CC) Gas (CC)
Law & Order Law & Order Movie: Mr. Deeds T (2002) A pizza maker Movie: Mr. Deeds T (2002) A pizza maker
Suicide Box Payback (CC) (DVS) inherits a fortune from a distant relative. inherits a fortune from a distant relative.
How It’s How It’s MythBusters MythBusters Blind Explosions Gone How It’s How It’s MythBusters
Made Made Exploding Steak Driving (N) (CC) Wrong (N) Made Made Exploding Steak
CSI: Miami Dog the Bounty Bounty Bounty Jacked: Jacked: Criss Criss Dog the Bounty
Slaughterhouse Hunter (CC) Hunter Hunter Theft Theft Angel Angel Hunter (CC)
Modern Marvels Ice MonsterQuest (CC) MonsterQuest Jurassic Fight Club UFO Hunters MonsterQuest (CC)
cream; Alcor. (CC) Giant Squid Ambush River of Death (CC) Abductions (CC)
Zoey 101 iCarly Spon- Spon- Home Home George George Family Family Home Home
(CC) (CC) geBob geBob Improve. Improve. Lopez Lopez Matters Matters Improve. Improve.
Zack & Hannah Movie: The Muppets’ Wizard of Oz (2005, Wizards- Life With Zack & Hannah That’s- Cory in
Cody Montana Adventure) Ashanti, Queen Latifah. (CC) Place Derek Cody Montana Raven House
That ’70s That ’70s America’s Funniest America’s Funniest America’s Funniest The 700 Club (CC) Greek The sisters
Show Show Home Videos (CC) Home Videos (CC) Home Videos (CC) test Max. (CC)
Walker, Texas Walker, Texas Movie: You’ve Got a Friend (2007, Murder, She Wrote Murder, She Wrote
Ranger (CC) Ranger End Run Drama) John Schneider. (CC) (CC) (CC)
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THURSDAY OCTOBER 9

News (N) Enter- Ugly Betty Crimes Grey’s Anatomy (N) Life on Mars Out News (N) Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live
(CC) tainment of Fashion (N) (CC) (CC) Here in the Fields (CC) (N) (CC) (CC)
News (N) Wheel of Name Is Kath & The SNL ER Another News (N) The Tonight Show Late

Fortune Earl Kim Pilot Office Update Thursday at County With Jay Leno (CC) Night
News (N) Inside Survivor: Gabon CSI: Crime Scene Eleventh Hour News (N) Late Show With Late
(CC) Edition (N) (CC) Investigation (N) Resurrection (CC) (CC) David Letterman Late
The NewsHour Sun- Ameri- The This Old Kansas Candidates World Keeping Charlie Rose (N)
With Jim Lehrer (N) flower ca’s Hrtl House Hour (CC) 2008 News Up (CC)
Baseball College Football: Clemson at Wake Forest. (Live) (CC) SportsCenter (Live) (CC) Baseball NFL Live
Tonight Tonight (N) (CC)
Law & Order: SVU House The Socratic Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: Law & Order:

Method (CC) Criminal Intent Criminal Intent
Seinfeld Seinfeld Family Family Family Family Movie: A Night at the Roxbury Sex and Sex and Movie:
(CC) (CC) Guy (CC) Guy (CC) Guy (CC) Guy (CC) TZ (1998, Comedy) Will Ferrell. the City the City
7th Heaven Cutters Movie: Dummy (2003) A shy man learns WGN News at Nine Scrubs Scrubs Corner Becker
(CC) ventriloquism and comes out of his shell. (N) (CC) (CC) (CC) Gas (CC)
Law & Order Thin Movie: Men in Black II TT Movie: Men in Black II TT (2002, Movie: Paycheck TT (2003,
Ice (CC) (DVS) (2002) Tommy Lee Jones. (CC) Comedy) Tommy Lee Jones. (CC) Science Fiction) Ben Affleck.
How It’s How It’s De- De- De- De- Engineering Thrills How It’s How It’s De- De-
Made Made stroyed stroyed stroyed stroyed (N) (CC) Made Made stroyed stroyed
CSI: Miami Kill Zone The First 48 (CC) The First 48 (CC) Jacked: Jacked: Crime 360 (CC) The First 48 (CC)
(CC) Theft Theft
Modern Marvels Modern Marvels Modern Marvels Cities of the Cities of the Modern Marvels
Traps (CC) Magnets (CC) Lead (N) (CC) Underworld (CC) Underworld (CC) Magnets (CC)
Zoey 101 Drake & Spon- Spon- Home Home George George Family Family Home Home
(CC) Josh geBob geBob Improve. Improve. Lopez Lopez Matters Matters Improve. Improve.
Zack & Hannah Movie: Now You See It... Wizards- Wizards- Life With Studio Hannah That’s- Cory in
Cody Montana (2005) Alyson Michalka. (CC) Place Place Derek DC Montana Raven House
That ’70s That ’70s Movie: Bring It On: In It to Win It (2007, America’s Funniest The 700 Club (CC) Whose Whose
Show Show Comedy) Ashley Benson. (CC) Home Videos (CC) Line? Line?
Walker, Texas Walker, Texas Movie: Out of the Woods (2005, Drama) Murder, She Wrote Murder, She Wrote
Ranger (CC) Ranger (CC) Ed Asner, Jason London. (CC) The Prodigal Father (CC)
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