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Bridge

 Backup Plan
Assume you, South, are declarer at seven 

spades, and West leads a heart. How would 
you play the hand?

Your only possible loser is your fourth dia-
mond. Obviously, if the opposing diamonds 
are divided 3-3, you will be home free. But 
since a 3-3 division is just slightly better than 
a 1-in-3 chance (36 percent), you have cause 
for concern, and should therefore look for a 
way to improve your chances.

Your initial impulse should be to try to es-
tablish dummy’s fifth club. When you project 
the play, however, you realize that this is not 
feasible. You can play the ace of clubs, ruff a 
club, cross to a spade, ruff another club, cross 
to the queen of diamonds and ruff another 
club to establish the last club, but there will 
then be no way to reach it.

When the deal occurred, declarer arrived 
at this conclusion, but saw that the club suit 
might be utilized in a different way. Accord-
ingly, after taking the first trick, South cashed 
the ace of clubs and ruffed a club, entered 
dummy with a trump and ruffed another 
club. The purpose of these plays was to place 
the burden of guarding the remaining clubs 
on just one defender. If that defender also 
had four or more diamonds, 13 tricks would 
be assured.

After ruffing the third club, declarer drew 
trumps and cashed his high heart. At this 
point South held the [D] AK73 and [S] J, 
while dummy had the [D] Q65 and [C] 87. 
East, in the meantime, had been reduced to 
the [C] K and [D] J1084.

When declarer next cashed the spade jack, 
discarding a club from dummy, East had no 
safe discard. No matter what he did, South 
would score the rest of the tricks. Observe 
that the same would be true if West rather 
than East had held the length in both clubs 
and diamonds.

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
(c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 10/23
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Difficulty Level 10/23

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  
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