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VIRESTLING, ALL
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ONE SPORT
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BUTCHERBALL TEAM! 7—| | PROFESSIONAL

I OFTEN WONDER THE SAME THING

Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

SO TS A \
IgRowow? J
T1S AS LoNG AS
SLYBRID “MEANS

“INSANELY
VIOLENT.”

~—

©7008, BACY BUES PARTUERSHIP DIST. By ¥inG FEATIRES SYNDICATE [0-2Y

Patrick Roberts

THIS BAR OF SOAP HAS A HAIR

OKAY, BOUT I JusT

'msm, THIS 1S REALLY GHOSS'.'

ﬂc@

v KNG EEATORES SYywo.

r

10 -24 1§

EH, SoAP WiLL GET
A HAIR ON IT HERE
AND THERE., JuST
PICK \T OFF

ONWRAPPED 1T I

—~

<) 2009 TRk ROBEATS

ROBERTS

’\-\ s
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Cryptoquip

NK AQNMUKAMZ LUSTUFV §Q

ZGAXG NGM TPMDND

NUFPVENAOM FQW XSQISPQW

LMSLHM: “IFOM NGM QFNASQ.”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SINCE [ HAD THE FLU
WHILE I WAS ON MY LAST FLIGHT, YOU MIGHT
SAY THAT I OFTEN COUGHED ALOFT.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals A

CKLP JG RGXO UGHDR NLHH
L NGXAHOPO HEPPOW GU

TOCMGWT NLPR? PKO

DEPPOT NLMGGJHO.

Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: TV INTERVIEW
PROGRAM ON WHICH THE GUESTS TRAUMATIZE
AND CONFOUND PEOPLE: “FAZE THE NATION.”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals C
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(1 I COME HERE BECAUSE @ AND MAN, IT'S REALLY'Y  ANY TIME ACROSS 34 Mischie- - DOWN 22 Impede
I DON‘T WANT YOU TO THINK OF ME AS ! . 1 Watering vous 1 Steinor 23 Put on the
HIL’S MY ONE TRUE HARD TO BE SINCERE! | YOU FEEL THE
JUST SOME SORT OF FREELOADER... FRIEND AND YOU g i NEED TO hole tykes Stiller line
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15 Suggest 42 Rule 7 Catcher's  gent
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ONSOLOUDOKAYD 17 Ogling ment' 9 Vicinity nation
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bus’ 51 Addnl. need 39 “The
. . birthplace hone no. 21 Slither Dark
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Now THI% V WHICH colLp choice Solution time: 25 mins. star
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ACROSS 33 One- 52 Piscine 8 Em

1 Chicken eighty organ halves
— 34 Contacted 53 Urban 9 Fashion

5 Spiked via Black-  carrier 10 Cupid’s
club Berry 54 X rating? alter

9 Kitten’s 36 Paid 55 Pianist ego
comment underthe ~ Dame 11 Departed

12 Enjoying table Myra 20 Starbucks
some 37 Tokyo's 56 Maze order
time off old goal 22 Medi-

13 Black, in name cated
verse 38 Immi- DOWN 24 —truly

14 Galena, grant’s 1 New 25 Snitch
e.g. course Zealander 26 Hearty

15 Getoffthe  (Abbr.) 2 Mid- brew
bottle? 39 Flex month 27 Kibosh

16 Priestly 42 Needle- date 29 QGist
vestments  fish 3 Verve 30 Rage

17 Announcer 44 Pinnacle 4 Aired 31 Conclu-
Pardo 48 Keatsian 5 Lea sion

18 “— It work 6 Compe- 35 Pooch
Roman- 49 Pre-swan tent 36 Emerald
tic?” 50 “Windin 7 Network et al

19 Conden- the that 39 Regatta
sation Willows” suffers entry

20 Two-piece  character ~ during 40 Advan-
suit's lack 51 Past sweeps? tage

21 Altar affit- - gy tion time: 27 mins. 41 Night
mative light?

23 Storm 43 Shake-
center speare

25 Used title
most of starter
the 45 Wheedle
supply 46 Long

28 Actress skirt
Hunt 47 Wield

32 Wanted- a blue
poster pencil
datum 49 “Eewww!”
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Bridge
You are South, both sides vulner-
able. The bidding has been:

North  East South  West
1 4 Pass | & Pass
INT Pass ?

What would you now bid with
each of the following four hands?

1. KQ764 ¥ A8 ¢ A3 & 9872

2.6KQJ94 W IBT3 ¢ AJ4 &6

3.8KJI83 99 ¢ K62 98653

4. 6 KQ962 ¥ AQI04¢]349

% k%

Bidding Quiz

1. Six notrump. Partner’s three-notrump bid indicates a bal-
anced hand of about 20 points since your one-spade bid did not
guarantee more than six points. Partner is thus expressing a will-
ingness to play in game opposite even that meager holding.

With 13 points facing 20, a slam must be undertaken; noth-
ing less is acceptable. A bid such as four spades or four notrump
runs the risk of partner’s misinterpreting your intentions and so
missing the slam. Never make a bid that partner may pass when
you already know a slam can be made and you are reasonably
sure you know where to play it.

2. Four diamonds. Again you must have a slam, but this
time you can’t tell where the best place to play it is. The proper
contract may be in spades, diamonds or notrump. Partner will
have to help you in making this decision. The four-diamond bid
(forcing, since you have not yet reached game) is designed to do
just that. Whichever denomination partner selects should settle
the issue, and you will then raise to six at your next turn.

3. Pass. The three-notrump contract has to be accepted,
though some concern over the singleton heartis justified. How-
ever, any further bid made in an effort to get out of notrump
may lead to a less satisfactory contract.

The combined hands contain about 27 points, which should
be sufficient to produce nine tricks at notrump one way or
another.

4. Six hearts. Although the partnership high-card
holding may bea point short of the desired 33, your distribution
and abundance of first- and second-round controls is sufficient
to merit contracting for slam.

A bid of four hearts would not reflect the true po-
tential of the hand. Four hearts is not forcing and could easily
be based on far less in high cards.

Partner can pass six hearts if he has better support
for that suit, or he can retreat to six spades ifhe prefers that spot.
In the unlikely event that he bids six notrump, you will of course
pass.

Tomorrow: A shadow on the horizon.
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East dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
Q1096
Yo 62
K 104
o A 85
WEST EAST
MK IJI73 “@» D2
YAT754 ¥YQJ108
® 7 ®J9O63
o] 62 Q1043
SOUTH
@® A 54
¥YK3
® AQ852
P+K 97
The bidding:
East South West North
Pass 1 NT Pass 2 NT
Pass 3 NT
Opening lead — seven of spades.

A Shadow on the Horizon

Tactical considerations are often more important
than technical considerations. This means, for ex-
ample, that it may not always be right to make the
theoretically best play in a given suit combination;
rather, it may be more important to try to find the
overall best play in that particular hand.

Consider this deal where West leads his fourth-best
spade. Declarer wins with dummy’s nine and sees that
his best source of tricks lies in diamonds.

Ordinarily, declarer would handle this particular
diamond combination by first cashing the ace and
then the king. But observe what happens if South
follows that procedure in the present case. He can
no longer score all his diamonds, and cannot score
a fourth diamond trick without surrendering one to
East first. East would then return the queen of hearts
to put the contract down one.

To prevent this from happening, declarer should
cash the king of diamonds at trick two and next lead
the ten, planning to finesse if East follows low! This
approach guarantees the contract even if West wins
the trick with the jack. (South would then score four
diamonds, two clubs and three spades after conceding
a trick to West’s king.)

Ofcourse, if East covers the ten with the jack, South
winswith the queen, thusassuring five diamond tricks
whether West follows suit or not.

In adopting this line of play, declarer reasons that
he is virtually certain to make the contract by cash-
ing the diamond king at trick two. It is a safety play
that ensures at least four diamond tricks and three
notrump, come what may.
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“Mommy gave me three different pills.
How do they know where to go?”



