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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

	    East dealer.
Declarer’s primary task in most deals is to try to make the con-

tract and not to concern himself with overtricks. While overtricks 
have some value in the scoring, they are of minor importance 
when a game or a slam is at stake.

 This basic principle gave birth many years ago to a vast fam-
ily of plays known as safety plays. They enable declarer to better 
perform his No. 1 function of trying to score, in as safe a manner as 
possible, the number of tricks his side has contracted to make.

 One characteristic feature of many safety plays is the willing-
ness to lose a trick unnecessarily in order to increase the overall 
chance of fulfilling the contract. Today’s hand provides an ex-
ample of this type.

Declarer’s best chance of making three notrump lies in develop-
ing the diamonds without losing two tricks in the suit. If he loses 
two diamond tricks before the suit becomes established, he will 
also lose at least three spades and so go down.

 The safest way of broaching the diamonds is to win the 
opening spade lead with the king and play a diamond to the ace! 
As it happens, East’s jack falls, and making the contract then 
becomes routine.

 However, let’s suppose that instead of playing a diamond to 
the ace, South leads a diamond to the queen at trick two. East 
wins and returns a spade to the ace. Declarer then crosses to his 
hand with a club and leads another diamond.

 West follows low, and South is now faced with a very difficult 
guess. He must decide whether East was originally dealt the K-J 
doubleton of diamonds or the singleton king. He may, of course, 
guess correctly, but as often as not he will misguess.

 However, the guess is one that declarer has carelessly created 
for himself. The ace play on the first round of diamonds spares 
him the need to guess and guarantees the contract unless East 
has K-J-x or K-J-x-x in the suit. The queen play carries no such 
guarantee. True, it may gain a trick -- 30 points -- from time to 
time, but it will lose the contract often enough to render any such 
overtrick inconsequential.

	    Tomorrow: The hardest bid of all.
	    (c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

	
	

	 The Hardest Bid of All
 Players who bid too much constitute a large segment of 

the bridge-playing fraternity. So much so that one frequently 
hears it said that the hardest word to pronounce in bridge is 
“Pass.”

Today’s hand, surprisingly enough, was played in a world 
championship match between Italy and the U.S. When the Ital-
ians were North-South, they wound up in four clubs doubled 
on the bidding shown. Declarer went down three -- 500 points 
-- scoring only the A-K of diamonds, two diamond ruffs in 
dummy and three ruffs in his own hand.

 It seems odd that South waited for the opponents to get 
to three notrump before introducing his club suit. Even more 
embarrassing was the discovery, after the play ended, that West 
could not have made three notrump!

 When an Italian pair held the East-West cards at the second 
table, they also had difficulty saying “Pass.” Here the bidding 
went:

	    South	 West	 North	 East
	    1 [D]	 1 [S]	 Pass	 2 [H]
	    3 [C]	 Pass	 Pass	 3 [D]
	    Dble		  3 [S]	 Pass	 Pass
	    Pass	
	    East could easily have thrown in the towel after 

South’s three-club bid and West’s pass. Game was extremely 
unlikely, and the potential partscore was not worth fighting 
for. But East found himself psychologically unable to pass, and 
West wound up at three spades.

West did not fare well. He ducked the queen-of-clubs lead, 
and North shifted to a heart. South ruffed and cashed the A-K of 
diamonds, North discarding the jack of clubs. North trumped 
the diamond return and gave South another heart ruff. Then 
South returned a club, ruffed by North.

 The Italian declarer thus lost the first seven tricks to go 
down three -- 300 points -- and the U.S. team gained 800 
points on the deal.

	    Tomorrow: The cards speak for themselves.
	    (c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.


