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Bridge

	    The Battle for Surviv-
al
	   It’s a fact of life -- for which 
most declarers are ever thankful -- 
that the defense does not always 
find its most effective opening lead. 
Even so, declarer may still have to 
play his cards exceptionally well to 
take advantage of a favorable lead. 
	    For example, take this deal 
from a match between Canada and 
Mexico some years ago. Had West 
hit on a diamond lead, the Mexican 
declarer, George Rosenkranz, al-
most surely would have gone down. 
But after the opening trump lead, 
he seized his opportunity and found 
the winning -- and best -- route to 
11 tricks. 
	    He won East’s jack of clubs 
with the queen, then cashed the ace 
of spades. Now came the key play 
-- before entering dummy, Rosenk-
ranz played the A-K of hearts. 
	    Had the queen not appeared, 
he would next have crossed to the 
eight of clubs, discarded a diamond 
on the king of spades and then led a 
heart toward the J-3. In this way, he 
would avoid losing two heart tricks 
whenever the hearts were divided 
3-3, whenever East held four hearts 
to the queen or whenever the queen 
of hearts fell singleton or double-
ton. 
	    But when West’s queen 
fell on the second round, it was a 
simple matter to draw two more 
trumps ending in dummy, discard 
a diamond on the spade king and 
eventually concede a heart and a 
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/04
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Difficulty Level 12/03

This is a logic-based 
number placement puz
zle. The goal is to enter 
a number, 1-9, in each 
cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region 
must contain only one 
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to 
today’s Sudoku puzzle 
is right.  
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Answer to 12/3 Cryptoquip:

12/4 Today’s Cryptoquip Puzzle:

12/4 Today’s Sudoku Puzzle:

12/3 Sudoku Puzzle Answer:
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