
Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Bridge Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/08

This is a logic-based number 
placement puzzle. The goal 
is to enter a number, 1-9, in 
each cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region must 
contain only one instance of 
each numeral. The solution 
to the last Sudoku puzzle is 
at right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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Difficulty Level 12/05

Famous Hand
 It is sometimes said that members of 

the fair sex are not aggressive enough in 
the bidding, but you’d never prove it by 
this deal played in the women’s world 
team championship back in 1960. The 
hand occurred in the match between 
Switzerland and Great Britain. 

At the first table, the Swiss West opened 
three hearts, and North overcalled with 
three notrump. As played, somewhat pe-
culiarly, by the British pair, this bid was 
primarily for takeout, asking South to 
bid her best suit. 

 South was looking at a hand far better 
than it might have been, and she decided 
to show her extra values by jumping to 
five diamonds. The Swiss East, rather 
pleased by this development, doubled. 
South played the hand very well and 
went down only two -- 300 points. 

  At the second table, the British West 
also opened three hearts, but here the 
Swiss North passed. East, trying to make 
things difficult for the opponents, then 
bid four hearts! 

 This effort was successful in a fashion, 
though not in precisely the way East ex-
pected. South, obviously a fearless soul, 
entered the fray all by herself with five 
diamonds! West passed, and North, hav-
ing exercised enormous restraint on the 
previous round, very reasonably went on 
to six diamonds. 

 East thereupon expressed her doubt 
that this contract could be made by dou-
bling. This proved to be an accurate as-
sessment, and East-West collected 700 
points when the Swiss declarer went 
down four (+800 in today’s scoring). 

So the British gained 400 points on the 
deal, with all the players at both tables 
bidding their hands to the hilt -- and then 
some. Let it not be said that the ladies are 
in any way lacking in fortitude!

Tomorrow: Preparing for the unex-
pected.
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