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Informed shoppers
can buy safe toys for kids

With more than 65 percent of the
toys bought in the U.S. between
the Friday after Thanksgiving and
Christmas, parents and caregivers
are heading into the country’s busi-
est toy-buying season.

But with millions of toys being
recalled because of dangerous lead
paint and magnets, toy shoppers
need to remember that number is a
small fraction of the overall number
of toys — about 3 billion — sold in
the United States every year.

“Shoppers need to be even more
informed than usual to make sure
they buy safe, age-appropriate toys,
said Jan Stegelman, Safe Kids Kan-
sas coordinator. “Even though most
toys in the U.S. today are consid-
ered to be safe, it doesn’t mean we
should throw caution to the wind.”

Email alerts keep shoppers up-to-
date on recalls

Each year, about 217,000 toy-
related injuries are treated in emer-
gency rooms. But on average, only
15 children under the age of 14 die
from a toy-related injury.

To stay informed, Stegelman rec-
ommends that parents sign up for
emails that will keep them up-to-
date on recalls. “If you get emails
each time a recall happens, you’ll
have everything up-to-the-minute
and won’t need to worry about
missing anything,” said Stegelman.

To sign up for recall emails, go to
<http://WwWWw.cpsc.gov/>WwWWw.cpsc.
gov and click on ‘Sign up for Email
Announcements.’

Parents and caregivers shouldn’t
hesitate to report defects or design
features that seem dangerous. “If
your child has a close call, the next
child might not be so lucky,” says
Stegelman. “Report safety concerns
about toys to the Consumer Product
Safety Commission at 800-638-
2772 or <http://www.cpsc.gov/.
Your experience could be part of a

MANHATTAN, Kan. - Many cen-
tral U.S. swine producers switched
in recent years to feeding their stock
a corn-based diet. That decision may
now need to change.

“With our recent harvests, as well
as the increasing demand for corn
in ethanol production, corn prices
have risen dramatically - especially
in comparison to milo’s (grain sor-
ghum). As a result, milo is emerg-
ing in many areas of Kansas as the
more economical feed alternative,”
said Bob Goodband, swine special-
ist with Kansas State University Re-
search and Extension.

He uses a long-established price-
point “rule” to assess when milo
becomes competitive. That rule
suggests milo merits a serious look
whenever its price is 96 percent or
less of the market value of corn.

“In some locations, milo now is
just 70 percent of the value of corn,”
Goodband said.

Pound for pound, milo can totally
replace corn in all swine diets, he

pattern that might lead to a recall.”
Stegelman reminds parents that
most toys are safe, especially if you
buy from a reputable retailer. “That
doesn’t mean you have to go to a
‘big box’ store, but if you shop a
locally-owned toy store, make sure
that the owner is aware and vigilant

parts (such as magnets). Do not let
young children play with toys that
have straps, cords or strings longer
than 7 inches, due to the risk of
strangulation.

e Actively supervise -children.
Caregivers should actively super-
vise children playing with any toy
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e Lower cholesterol

improved mobility

e Significant weight loss
¢ Relief of sleep problems
¢ Relief from urinary incontinence

¢ Decreased joint pain —

100 East College Drive - Board Room

Colby, Kansas

Your benefits over time may include:

If you are wondering if you should consider bariatric surgery, make plans now to attend
this informational seminar. Dr. Zurab Tsereteli, Bariatric Surgeon, will discuss the procedure.
The program will include general information on qualifying for surgery, an overall description
of the lifestyle changes that are necessary following surgery, plus information on the
insurance process. This informational session is REQUIRED for anyone considering
Bariatric Surgery at Hays Medical Center.

Registration is required. Call 785-623-5945.

)

BARIATRIC SURGERY
At Hays Medical Center

e Improvement of Type II diabetes

¢ Relief of digestive problems

e Lower blood pressure

e Improved mood and self esteem

* Decreased medications associated with
weight related diseases
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