
Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young
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Bridge Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/12

This is a logic-based number 
placement puz zle. The goal 
is to enter a number, 1-9, in 
each cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region must 
contain only one instance of 
each numeral. The solution 
to the last Sudoku puzzle is 
at right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts
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Difficulty Level 12/10

Transmitting the Right Message
 Through the years, numerous agree-

ments have been developed to help make 
the task of defending easier. The oppor-
tunity to use some of these agreements 
may not arise very often, but when the 
right situation does come along, they 
can be worth their weight in gold.

Consider this case from a duplicate 
game. At most tables, North-South 
played in four hearts, and the opening 
lead was uniformly the king of diamonds 
(or the ace, promising the king). Whether 
the contract was defeated then depended 
on how well the defense functioned.

At those tables where East played the 
nine at trick one, West continued with 
the ace (or king) and another diamond. 
Declarer ruffed the third diamond, drew 
trumps and finished with 10 tricks, dis-
carding two spades on dummy’s clubs.

At several tables, however, East found 
the far more illuminating play of the 
queen of diamonds on the opening trick. 
West then led a low diamond to East’s 
jack, whereupon a spade shift sank the 
contract.

 There is no question that both plays 
-- the nine and the queen -- made by the 
various Easts to the first trick would nor-
mally be construed as signals for a dia-
mond continuation. But one obviously 
worked far better than the other.

 This is because the play of the nine 
can be made with a doubleton small dia-
mond as well as with the queen. If East 
had been dealt, say, the doubleton 9-6 of 
diamonds, the play of K-A and another 
diamond would defeat the contract, 
while a low diamond lead by West at 
trick two would be disastrous.

Signaling with the queen made West’s 
second play automatic. Conventionally, 
it promised the ability to win the next 
diamond lead, either because East had 
the jack or could ruff, giving the defend-
ers an easy route to scoring the first four 
tricks.

Tomorrow: Test your play.
(c)2008 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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