
Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young
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Bridge Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based number 
placement puz zle. The goal 
is to enter a number, 1-9, in 
each cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region must 
contain only one instance of 
each numeral. The solution 
to the last Sudoku puzzle is 
at right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Famous Hand

Opening lead -- five of clubs.

This deal occurred in a match between 
Canada and Mexico, and features a brilliant 
defensive play by Miguel Reygadas of Mexi-
co, who held the West hand. 

The Canadian North-South pair reached 
four hearts as shown. As played by them, 
North’s notrump response was forcing for 
one round, and South’s two-heart rebid guar-
anteed at least a six-card suit. 

Reygadas led his singleton club, taken by 
dummy’s ace. Because declarer couldn’t af-
ford to play trumps before doing something 
about his three spade losers, his next move 
was a low diamond to the king. 

Reygadas took the king with the ace, led 
a low spade to East’s ace and ruffed the club 
return. It was the third trick for the defense. 
He then exited with a diamond to dummy’s 
queen. After discarding the 10-4 of spades 
on the Q-J of diamonds, declarer next led 
the heart ten and, when East followed low, 
finessed the queen. 

 Since the heart finesse succeeded and the 
jack and king of hearts were about to fall un-
der the ace on the next round, it might seem 
that South was sure to take the rest of the 
tricks. But a funny thing happened on the 
way to making the contract. 

Visualizing perfectly what was about to 
take place, Reygadas refused to make life easy 
for declarer. When the heart ten was led to 
South’s queen, he played his jack instead of 
woodenly following with the four. 

 Declarer cannot really be blamed for what 
happened next. To him it appeared, natural-
ly enough, that West had no more trumps, 
which in turn meant that a second finesse 
would be necessary to trap East’s “marked” 
K-4 of hearts. But when declarer tried to 
cross to dummy with a club to repeat the 
finesse, Reygadas trumped with the four of 
hearts, and the seemingly certain contract 
went down one.
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