
Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young
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Bridge Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based number 
placement puzzle. The goal 
is to enter a number, 1-9, in 
each cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region must 
contain only one instance of 
each numeral. The solution 
to the last Sudoku puzzle is 
at right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sylvia Throws a Curve
Not many members realized at first how 

little Sylvia knew when she started to play 
with the experts at the club. But it didn’t 
take the cognoscenti long to discover the 
vast areas of ignorance in Sylvia’s game, 
nor did it take them very long to try to 
take advantage of her shortcomings.

While it may be that all’s fair in love 
and war, I always had reservations about 
the propriety of some players at the club 
who bid psychics against Sylvia. She had 
such an extraordinary talent for doing 
the wrong thing that it seemed to me 
they should have let well enough alone 
instead of trying to make things more 
complicated for her.

But there were times when such tactics 
boomeranged against the perpetrators. 
One of her first great triumphs occurred 
on this deal when Sylvia (East) was play-
ing against two of the more larcenous 
members of the club.

South bid a spade, and West doubled. 
North, who could smell a psychic a mile 
away, assumed his partner was throw-
ing a curve, and he passed. Sylvia, who 
couldn’t tell the difference between a 
takeout double and a Wiener schnitzel, 
thought her hand was too weak to bid, so 
she also passed.

South assumed the spades were all 
banked against him and so ran to two di-
amonds. West passed, and North, having 
first congratulated himself on diagnosing 
the spade bid as a psychic -- apparently 
confirmed by his partner’s runout to 
two diamonds -- also passed. Sylvia then 
closed the auction with a pass.

You never did hear such a ruckus as 
took place after South saw dummy and 
realized he was playing two diamonds 
when six spades was practically laydown.

Sylvia never quite understood why he 
squawked so much, since South wound 
up making the contract with two over-
tricks.

(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

7 comics CFP 1/7.indd   1 1/7/09   8:50:11 AM


