
Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young
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Bridge Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based number 
placement puzzle. The goal 
is to enter a number, 1-9, in 
each cell in which each row, 
column and 3x3 region must 
contain only one instance of 
each numeral. The solution 
to the last Sudoku puzzle is 
at right.  

Tod the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Elegant Defensive Play

The attitude of a defender should al-
ways be that a lie of the cards exists which 
allows the contract to be defeated. This 
often entails crediting partner with the 
possession of a particular card or distri-
bution, and then acting on that assump-
tion.

Consider this deal where South wound 
up in four spades on the bidding shown. 
West led the king of hearts and saw his 
prospects take an immediate nose dive 
when South ruffed.

Declarer played the A-K of spades and, 
upon discovering that he had a trump 
loser, began to run his clubs. West waited 
until the fourth round to ruff in, tempo-
rarily cutting declarer off from dummy’s 
fifth club. The critical moment was now 
at hand.

Since the seven of spades was an entry 
to dummy’s last club, it was clear to West 
that unless his side could cash three dia-
mond tricks immediately, South would 
make his game, scoring six spades and 
four clubs in all. West therefore had to 
assume that his partner had the king of 
diamonds, because if declarer had that 
card, the contract could not be defeated.

Simply presuming that East had the 
king, however, was not enough, for there 
was the collateral question of who had the 
ten. If East had that card, it did not mat-
ter what West did next. But if South had 
the ten, West could not cash the ace of di-
amonds or lead the nine without handing 
declarer a diamond trick. On the lead of 
the nine, for example, South could sim-
ply play low from dummy to force East’s 
king, promoting dummy’s queen into a 
third-round trick.

West therefore returned the jack of 
diamonds, and declarer was helpless. No 
matter what he did, he had to lose three 
diamond tricks and go down one.

(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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