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‘Benjamin Button’ leads
Oscars with 13 nominations

From “OSCARS,” Page 1

Streep for “Doubt.” It was a record
15th nomination for Streep, who
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National Weather Service
Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with
a low around 24. Calm wind be-
coming north between 10 and 15
mph.

Friday: Cloudy, with a high
near 35. Breezy, with a north
wind between 15 and 20 mph,
with gusts as high as 30 mph.

Friday Night: A 40 percent
chance of snow. Cloudy, with a
low around 13. East wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph.

Saturday: A 30 percent
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a high near 30. Southeast
wind between 10 and 15 mph.

Saturday  Night:  Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 12.

Sunday: Partly sunny, with a
high near 28.

Sunday Night: A 20 percent
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 10.

Monday: A 20 percent chance
of snow. Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 35.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 15.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 43.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 18.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,

with a high near 45.
Wednesday: High, 68; Low 24
Precip: Wed.  0.00 inches

Month: 0.09 inches
Year: 0.09 inches
Normal: ~ 0.48 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)

already had more Oscar nomina-
tions than any other actor.

A drama set at a Roman Catho-
lic school, “Doubt” had four of the
20 acting nominations. Besides
Streep, Philip Seymour Hoffman,
Amy Adams and Viola Davis
were nominated in supporting cat-
egories.

“It”s divine,” Davis said. “It
feels like the greatest blessing in
the world. It’s a fulfillment of a
purpose. It’s a fulfillment of a
dream. It’s everything that you
could possibly imagine it is, and
not that I needed the nomination to
know I was on the right path, but it
certainly helps. It really does.”

Joining Pitt and Jenkins in the
best-actor category were Frank
Langella, “Frost/Nixon”; Sean
Penn, “Milk”; and Mickey Rourke,
“The Wrestler.”

Robert Downey Jr. — star of the
year”’s other big superhero flick,
“Iron Man” — is up against Led-
ger with a supporting-actor nomi-
nation for “Tropic Thunder,” a
rare broad comedy that crept into
the acting categories.

Other supporting-acting picks
include Josh Brolin for “Milk,”
Penelope Cruz “Vicky Cristina
Barcelona” and Marisa Tomei for
“The Wrestler.”

“It’s personal,” said Brolin of
his first Oscar nomination. “The
movie got eight nominations,
which I’m so happy about. With
“No Country,” I was just as happy,
but in a different way. There was
nothing personal about it. I was so
happy for Javier (Bardem). Javier
called me from Spain just now. He
was running through the streets of
Spain screaming at the top of his
lungs.”

Notably snubbed in the acting
categories were Clint Eastwood
for “Gran Torino,” Sally Hawkins
for “Happy-Go-Lucky” and Kris-
tin Scott Thomas for “I”ve Loved
You So Long.”

But perhaps the biggest surprise
overall was the so-so results for
“The Dark Knight,” which had
been picking up momentum as
one Hollywood trade guild af-
ter another chose it as one of the
year”’s best films.

The largest blockbuster in
years, “The Dark Knight” had
eight nominations, but other than

Ledger”s honor, it scored only in
technical categories such as cin-
ematography, visual effects and
editing.

Before his death, Ledger”’s rein-
vention of the Joker as a mad-dog
anarchist already was bringing
him Oscar buzz. After Ledger died
on Oscar nominations day a year
ago, an almost mythical aura grew
around the actor, helping fuel a
record $158.4 million opening
weekend for “The Dark Knight”
last summer.

Long viewed as the favorite,
Ledger won the supporting-actor
prize at the Golden Globes. If the
same happens on Oscar night,
Ledger would be only the second
performer to receive an Oscar
posthumously, following Peter
Finch, the best-actor winner for
1976”s “Network.”

Ledger is the seventh actor to
earn a posthumous nomination.
Along with Finch, others include
James Dean, nominated for best
actor twice after his death, with
1955”s “East of Eden” and 1956”’s
“Giant.”

The other actors nominated
after their deaths were Spencer
Tracy (1967’s “Guess Who’s
Coming to Dinner”); Ralph Rich-
ardson (1984”s “Greystoke: The
Legend of Tarzan, Lord of the
Apes”); Massimo Troisi (1995”s
“The Postman”); and Jeanne Ea-
gels (1929s “The Letter”).

Directors of all five best-picture
nominees all were nominated.
Along with Boyle and Fincher, the
directing category includes Ron
Howard for “Frost/Nixon,” Gus
Van Sant for “Milk” and Stephen
Daldry for “The Reader.”

Featuring a cast of unknowns,
“Slumdog Millionaire” mixes the
humorous and the horrific in a love
story about an orphan from the
streets of Mumbai who becomes
a champion on India”s version of
“Who Wants to Be a Millionaire.”

The film”s newcomer cast was
shut out in acting categories, but
its 10 nominations included slots
for screenplay, cinematography
and musical score.

“Slumdog Millionaire” nearly
became a casualty of 2008”s col-
lapse of studio arthouse divisions,
until 20th Century Fox division
Fox Searchlight stepped in.

Golden Plains

seniors named
to Liberty League
all-academic team

Golden Plains seniors named to the Western Kansas Liberty League All-Academic Team for
2009 were Tanner Moss, left, and Tate Bruggeman, right. Randa Lewis, center, received
Honorable Mention. To receive this honor, seniors must have a minimum 3.7 GPA and have
participated in a minimum of 6 athletic and 6 non-athletic activities during their previous
seven semesters of high school. The top 24 students make the academic team, while others
meeting the requirements receive honorable mention status.
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State Department enters ‘new era’

WASHINGTON (AP) — Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton assumed
her role as secretary of State on
Thursday with a pledge to State
Department employees that they
would be at the leading edge of
improving U.S. foreign relations.

“This is anew era,” she declared
at a welcoming ceremony where
hundreds of department employ-
ees applauded and cheered as she
arrived for her first day of work.

“There are three legs to the
stool of American foreign policy:
defense, diplomacy and develop-
ment, and we are responsible for
two of the three legs,” said the
former New York senator and
one-time first lady. “And we will
make clear as we go forward that
diplomacy and development are
essential tools in achieving the
long-term objectives of the United
States.”

Clinton’s mandate from Presi-
dent Barack Obama is to step up
diplomatic efforts and restore the
nation’s tattered image abroad.

Her appointment, confirmed by
the Senate and sealed in a private
ceremony in her Senate office
on Wednesday, came as Obama
moved quickly in his first day in
office to shore up a team of sea-
soned advisers and take the na-
tion’s foreign policy in a new di-
rection.

Obama prepared to name former
Senate Democratic leader George
J. Mitchell as Clinton’s special
envoy to the Middle East, and he
placed telephone calls to leaders
overseas.

The new administration also
drafted executive orders to close
the U.S. naval prison at Guantan-
amo Bay, Cuba, review military

trials of terror suspects and end
harsh interrogations.

Obama was to join Clinton at
the State Department on Thurs-
day, where the two were to address
department employees. Obama,
Clinton, Vice President Joe Biden
and national security adviser
James Jones were to convene a
closed-door meeting beforehand.

After being confirmed 94-2 by
the Senate on Wednesday, Clinton
delivered letters of resignation to
Vice President Joe Biden, as presi-
dent of the Senate, and New York
Gov. David Paterson, who will
chose her replacement.

Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid, D-Nev., said her swift con-
firmation was an imperative.

“We face two wars abroad, a
complex and unpredictable crisis
in the Middle East, the nuclear
ambitions of a volatile Iranian re-
gime, together with the complexi-
ties of dealing with North Korea,”
he said.

While Republicans  agreed
that Obama should be allowed to
quickly pull together his Cabinet,
some remained skeptical about his
plans to revamp the nation’s poli-
cies on such issues as detainees.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.,
who challenged the Bush admin-
istration’s detainee policy in 2006
and helped write legislation gov-
erning the new court system, said
he agrees that Guantanamo Bay
should be closed and a new secure
location found.

But “the prison is not the prob-
lem,” Graham said in a recent
interview. “For all the challenges
facing the nation, finding a place
to put (military prisoners) is not
the issue. ... Before we move
them, we need to know what’s go-
ing to happen to them.”

Sen. Jim DeMint, R-S.C., said
he was concerned that Obama and
Clinton would reverse the policy
that prohibits U.S. aid to overseas
groups that offer abortions.

Kennedy withdraws from
senate consideration

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP)
person who worked closely with
Caroline Kennedy on her bid for
the Senate says a pressing person-
al matter unrelated to her uncle’s
health prompted her to tell the
governor she was withdrawing
from consideration.

The person said Gov. David Pa-
terson had not yet offered her the
job, but Kennedy knew she was
being seriously considered.

The person said Kennedy’s
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decision to bow out was not re-
lated to her uncle, Sen. Edward
M. Kennedy, who suffered a sei-
zure during an inaugural luncheon
Tuesday. The 76-year-old senator
was diagnosed in May with an ag-
gressive type of brain tumor.

Caroline Kennedy is the
51-year-old daughter of President
John Kennedy. She was consid-
ered a front-runner to replace Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton in the Sen-
ate.
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New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL
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- - The Latest Technology and Most
Opev® Complete Care Available!

¢ Root Canals ¢ Orthodontics
e Implants ¢ Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

Quality Title
& Abstract

785-460-1858 * 275 La Casa Drive * Colby, KS

Partners of:

Western Appraisal Service
Owner and Operator-Paul F. Bailey
785-460-2839 * 275 La Casa Drive * Colby, KS
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ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured
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Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs
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product for you.

Call today to learn more.

modern-woodmen.org
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===y Touching lives. Securing futures®
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Modern Woodmen 7

e

Don’t worry about
low CD interest rates

Discover a sensible alternative - the safe,
secure, tax-deferred benefits of fixed
annuities. Your Modern Woodmen repre-
sentative can help you choose the right

Modern Woodmen of America offers
financial products and fraternal benefits.

Shawn Carney
1210 West 4th
Colby, KS
785-460-6921

shawn.carney@mwarep.org

Strength. Stability. Service.

And us.

David L. Browne Ill  Adriane Sims
550 N Franklin Ave 550 N Franklin Ave
Colby Colby

FARM BUREAU FINANCIALSERVICES YOI through all Stages of

Insurance * Investments

www.fbfs.com learn more call today.
(785) 462-3388

Auto /| Home / Life / Business / College / Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 346

- That’'s what you can count
on. We’re in the business
® of helping people just like

life with insurance and
financial products. To

Murra

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiIMATES

Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTiMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

Jane W Johnson, Agent

905 E 4th Street

Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com
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Everyone's looking for an encouraging sign in today’s economy. The fact is, they’ll
see one in over 17,500 locations across North America. Because for over 86 years,
State Farm® agents have been there helping people protect the things that matter most.
That’s why more people trust State Farm. And we consider that a very good sign.

PROVIDING INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
State Farm, Bloomington IL
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS
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