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1170 S. Country Club Drive
785-462-2100

WE SALUTE THIS 
YEAR’S SOIL

CONSERVATION 
WINNERS!!

We congratulate the 2008 
Soil Conservation 

Award 
winners!

WE SPECIALIZE IN
AG LENDING

1290 W. 4th • Colby • 462-3907

Add Speed and Efficiency 
to Your Harvest

Increasing harvesting efficiency…worldwide.

P.O. Box 607 • Colby, KS 67701 USA • Ph. 785-462-6299
www.shelbourne.com • e-mail: shel-rey@colby.ixks.com

Now available up to 32' in width, the updated revolutionary
Shelbourne Header features stainless steel stripping fingers for tougher
harvesting conditions and a new variable speed belt drive for on-the-go
rotor speed adjustments using a cab-mounted switch.

Shelbourne Headers harvest at up to twice the normal speed, use less
fuel and create less wear on your combine. For information and customer
support you can count on, call 888-895-0947.

e-mail: shel-rey@st-tel.net

Congratulations to the 2008
Soil Conservation Award Winners!

REDI-MIX
1055 PLAINS AVENUE  • COLBY, KANSAS • 785-462-7432

to protect quality of groundwater

Where’s the beef? At Carpenter-Cattle Company 
north of Brewster, and they’re not watching their 

weight!  This pen of “fats” are ready to be shipped, 
and will most likely go to market as “prime.”

of the first pond, he said. The solid-
free liquid then overflows through a 
pipe into the second pond where it 
is stored and then pumped through a 
check valve into a sprinkler system 
watering hay ground east of the feed 
yard. 

Carpenter said he built the sec-
ond pond in 1996 and designed it 
for future expansion. It is similar in 
design, with a sediment pond and a 
larger pond which can be pumped 
into the same sprinkler as the first 
one.

The second pond was designed to 
allow for more sediment area on the 
back side of the feeding pens. He 
said he cut a wider channel for easy 
clean out and can pump about 250 
gallons a minute, which will empty 
the pond in three days. 

State regulations require Carpen-
ter to maintain a “freeboard,” which 
means the pond must maintain the 
capacity to hold a 6-inch rain along 
with the normal amount of water 
in the impoundment, so there is no 
danger of overflow. It is constantly 
measured with gauges that serve as 
a monitoring system, he said.

Because of nutrients in the wa-
ter pumped onto the hay ground 
through the sprinkler system, Car-

penter said, he does not have to add 
any chemicals to that field.

Both crop and livestock produc-
tion can harm water quality unless 
good soil and water conservation 
practices are put into use, experts 

say.
The feed yard and its waste-water 

management are regulated by the 
Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment. Carpenter said he 
complies with department require-

ments to protect water resources. He 
is required to keep in touch with the 
state through monthly reports.

Carpenter said the operation is di-
versified in both dryland and irrigat-
ed farming. As an advocate of good 

conservation measures, he said, he 
uses no-till, strip till and minimum 
tillage on the acreage where he 
grows wheat, corn, milo and alfalfa. 
Most of his crops are used in the 
feed yard, he said, except the wheat, 
which is sold as a cash crop.

Wayne and Leisha have two sons, 
Seth, a senior at Brewster high 
school, and Jarrett, who lives on an 
adjoining farm with his wife Trisha.

Seth does a little farming with 
what time his school activities will 
permit, his dad said, but his future 
plans are not set.

Jarrett has taken over the truck-
ing operation, where the family puts 
four semitrailer rigs to work get-
ting cattle to the feed lot and then 
on to market. The yard sells around 
6,000 head a year to be slaughtered 
at United Feeders in Liberal, and 
trucking the cattle to and from mar-
ket is no small job. Jarrett has also 
has taken over the custom silage 
cutting operation, his dad said.

Carpenter says he has always had 
a love for cattle.

“Feeding cattle just sort of gets in 
your blood,” he said, adding that he 
still drives one of the feed trucks. 
He says, in fact, that he’s “the first 
one out the door in the morning.”
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