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IT ALMOST LOOKS... ® Hints from
4

f Heloise

Me your own
tireplace logs

Paper Logs
Dear Heloise: A few years ago, I clipped out
your column on how to reuse newspapers to
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LOOK! ARED-HEADED LOOK! A FUZZY-LIPPED,

SWALLOWTAIL AND
BLUE-BILL WOODPECKER!

BUTTON-BREASTED, POT
BELLY PEOPLE PERSON!/

MAKE FIREPLACE LOGS. This year, I am fi-
nally going to try it, but my question is how wet
should the newspaper be — should I dampen them

or saturate them in a tub of water? — Jan R., via
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“I bet Barfy wishes he didn’t grow
too big for laps.”

e-mail

This money-saving hint for making your own
fireplace logs is easy to do. So, here are the steps
for everyone to use: 3

* Get a big bundle of old newspapers. Use conceptls sudOkll ¢ Dave Green
empty cans that can be opened at both ends, and 3 2 4
remove the labels. Tuna and cat-food cans work
well because they are short and make a nice, thin 5 7 1 6
metal band.

* Don’t use glossy inserts or color comics of the 8 1
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| D  MATCHING EARRINGS WAS | Pe;
£ A MISSING, BUT THE RED SILK | |72
8 SHIRT DOESN'T HAVE SHOES | E°<

TO GO

SHE'S GOT SEVERAL
DARNED GOOD
REASONS!

papers.

* Grab an inch or so of newspapers and stack 12
them together, alternating the folds. Roll the stack
tightly, then slide a can over it and to the middle

of the roll.

* Take the banded newspaper rolls outside and 2193
use a hose to SOAK them with water. Let the logs 9 6
dry completely; this will take time. The papers
will compress. 2 4

* Burn the “log” with can on just like you
would a regular log. After it finishes and the ashes 1
are cool, use tongs to remove the can (it may still
be hot). — Heloise
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SEND A GREAT HINT TO: This is a logic-based num- 3/7|1|2 6 4(8|5|9
. . Heloise ber placement puzzle. 2|9/5/8 13/4/6|7
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne PO. Box 795000 The goal is to enter a num- j g g 3 o 2 f ;

San Antonio, TX 78279-5000 ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich =
VTZO,“}ZO’é F_}/_ﬁ/‘g_ é’%_lﬁg"; - éLURP., éLI/RR/ Fax: 210-HELOISE each row, column and 3x3 g ; 3 ? g g g g i
5LURP/N@NIO/5E . %@LURP/ E-mail: Heloise(at)Heloise.com ;;f;gszzzz?sz?iaézzzé}a?ne ~TaTole 31121415
WHlLE YOUcE o ‘ GIFT-CARD COMMENT The solution to the last |1 4125 7 |98 6

~—. q Dear Heloise: I read in your column in the (San  Sudoku puzzle is at right. Dty Level % %
b Angelo, Texas) Standard-Times about the frus-

tration people have when trying to use a small
amount left on a gift card.

When you try to use the card with a small bal-
ance, the register tries to put the entire amount on
the card and therefore declines the transaction.

Instead, I tell the cashier the amount on the
card, the cashier will enter that, then the register
will deduct only the available amount from the
card and then zhow me a balance due. — Traci FWVFXW EMXEM MIN SMIUV
Asebedo, San Angelo, Texas
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Mother Goose and Grimm °® Mike Peters
(00KS LIKE THE

NE\GHBORS OTED HANDY BINDER CLIPS . )
o+ || 0 IMPEACH QoU chip clips thas broae. My soloion was <o e 10O L EMIXVZE: “NMIGITU g

the stationery department and purchase some of
those heavy black binder clips. They work great
for chips, bread and any other bag item you have. K J S L S L W S M Z E . ?

[ keep a box in my kitchen drawer. = Dawn, via  Yoctarday’s Cryptoquip: 1 SUPPOSE YOU
(c)2009 by King Features Syndicate Inc. COULD SAY AN ELECTRICIAN IS A PERSON
Bridge o steve Bocker VERY INTERESTED IN CURRENT EVENTS,

You are South, both sides vulner- Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals H

able. The bidding has gone:
sauy Forth ® Greg Howard West North  East South

BUT I'M NOT SURE I'M UP g HE REALLY HAS PREPARED ME 1 & Pass Pass ?

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer
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AND T DON'T WANT TO DISAPPOINT TO LEADING THAT £ FOR SO MUCH, HASN'T HEZ What would you bid with each of  Across 37 Greek ~ 2Base 20 Rocker
MY BOSS... DEPARTMENT. g the following five hands? 1 The girl con- runner's Wine-
: NEVER HAS ANYONE SO 1.473 % Q962 & KJ8 & AJ75 4 Scoot cluders oal house
JUST REMEMBER-- VILE BEEN SO HELPFUL 9
YOU DEALT WITH § ; 2.8 QJ84 ¥ A73 € K9I2 & K43 8 Calculator 39 One for 3 Sicilian 23 Praise to
/ 3.869 A4 ¢ AKQR74 & K952 symbol the road? spouter the skies
RALPH. YOU'RE
. § 4.8 859 AKI83 ¢ Q96 &+ AQ7 12 Parcel of 40 Egos’ 4 Party- 24 Count
L 5.4 J9863 ® A9 ¢ AJS & Q84 land counter- goers’ counter-
g I 13 Ethereal parts memen- part
) § Bidding Quiz 14 Prevalent 41 Empha- tos 25 Quaker’s
¢ § You are South, both sides vulnerable. The bid- 15 fHardly a 45 séize 5 'rl]'hey their 26 gddfr.ess
ding has gone: ussy rony ave their refix
% 1. Double. Whenever the bidding stops at a low 17 ?(E;Legg . gg H:x'eslalon 6 FI\)/Irfses " )‘I\gtzere”
level, the last player to speak — who is said to be atime,.”  request 7 Unpleas- 27 OLFJ)tsiders
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\| WAS YOUR DAY AT g v PLEASE. g p g y joy
7 5 // < = with some of the values that are missing and acts 19 Blue 53 Actress decorous ment
g / == A in accordance with the type of hand he holds. 21 Timecard Hathaway ~ one 32 Footstool
j i i J ,:" —— ) In this case, a takeout double is in order to ask 02 gbbr- N 54 W'elﬁ 18 I\B/Iacri( talk 33 APF:"IO)("
T, . , /" = it runc needles artian mately
&% @?@‘\\\" § ¢ > Q@_ partner to Cl:lOOSC a suit. Before he acts, partner entree 55 Always, in craft 35 Cushion
) i \ ] =, FE/ 0 should take into account that you are in the bal- 26 Pal of verse 11 Sun 36 Potpourri
\ 5 N N “ " H \ :I: " A / ancing seat and may therefore not have full values D'Artag- Yat- — pouch
>/ /»\} A ¢ § 2 f0r2 your double. i . nan DOWN 16 Blood 38 Greedy
\ . g —— . One notrump. 1s 1s an extension of the 29 Use 1 Unkempt of the kid’s cry
7 Ef:dl l ai( ‘; <= o same principle. Ordinarily, a one-notrump over- 35-Across  one gods 39 Pants
‘ AlE > call promises 15 to 18 points, but when the bid is 30 “That i ; style
- > > Solution time: 25 mins.
made in the balancing position, it may be shaded feelz 'fo =15 nanj?d fc?r
. . by as many as four or five points. A double would gooat ool an isian
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts not be proper with this hand because you are not 31 tYoogrcier, o[R[R 22 Pdfrf]ir_ir:]t#
Wow! THERE'S AN TODD, YOU'RE ONLY interested in encouraging partner to bid a suit. old %ﬁ 44 Despot
ARTICLE HERE ABouT A | |SEVEN. You couLD Do 3. Three diamonds. In the balancing seat, a salt AR 45 Book-
13-YEAR-OLD GIRL THQT ng \B?:) ;{:HERJME jump-overcall shows a strong hand with a strong 32 Shade R[1]0 keeper
ENTERING ME'EDICAL OKE ALY TRI EDL’) suit. Here, the jump to three diamonds encourages 33 Remedy S} 3 (Abbr.)
SCHooL . | artner to bid three notrump with a spade stopper 34 Mal de — . 46 Female
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and a smattering of other values. You could also 35 Stovetop [G[v[a E[L[T . |é>bf3fter
double, but it would be dangerous to do so with item GIE|T A|S|E oree
only a doubleton heart, as partner will assume you 36 Move OINLE Lol vessel
. .. laterally 2-6 49 Fellow
have better support for that suit and may insist on
playing there. Three diamonds paints a far better |1 |2 8 |9 |10 (11
picture of your hand. _ . = ”
4. Double. The balancing player sometimes
has values with which he would double even if he |15 17

were not in the protective position. When this oc-
curs, he doubles, as usual, planning to take further
action at his next turn to show he was not merely

18
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WHAT WERE s GREAT! HON MANY competing for a partscore. With a weaker hand % 127 28
U OINGIN LAINDRY | | LOADS AREMOU — say, without the ace of clubs — South would sim-
THE BASEMENT, Dy ply bid two hearts. 31
) 5. Pass. There is no obligation to bid in the bal- 5

JEREW?  /

ancing seat if you think you can get a better result
by passing. In the present case, you have good de-
fense against a spade contract, so there is no good
reason to bid.

Against any other suit bid by West, South’s high-
card values would justify some form of protective
action, but here a pass offers the most promising
way of showing a profit.
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