
the largest amount in seven years 
as companies sought to cut stock-
piles in response to the dismal hol-
iday season. The Commerce De-
partment said inventories dropped 
by 1.3 percent, far worse than the 
0.9 percent analysts expected.

The financial markets fell on 
the news. The Dow Jones indus-
trial average dropped more than 
170 points in midday trading, and 
broader indices also declined.

The 631,000 new jobless claims 
filed two weeks ago was the high-
est tally since October 1982, when 
the economy was emerging from 
a steep recession, though the la-
bor force has grown by about half 
since then.

The four-week average of 
claims, which smooths out fluctu-
ations, rose by 24,000 to 607,500, 
the first time that figure has topped 
600,000 in the current recession.

Economists consider jobless 
claims a timely, if volatile, in-
dicator of the health of the labor 
markets and broader economy. A 
year ago, initial claims stood at 
339,000.

Companies from a range of sec-
tors are hemorrhaging jobs as the 

recession worsens. Consumers 
have cut back on their spending in 
response to declining home values 
and plummeting stock portfolios, 
and businesses also are tightening 
their belts.

On Wednesday, Boston-based 
money manager Putnam Invest-
ments said it would cut 260 jobs, 
or about 10 percent of its work 
force.

A day earlier, General Motors 
said it would cut 10,000 salaried 
jobs, or 14 percent of its white-
collar employees. FedEx Corp. 
said Monday it is eliminating 900 
positions.

Among the states, California 
saw the biggest increase in jobless 
claims, a jump of 20,000 that it at-
tributed to layoffs in construction 
and service industries. 

Virginia saw the largest drop 
in claims, which it attributed to 
fewer layoffs in manufacturing. 
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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: A 40 percent chance 

of snow after midnight. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 25. 
East wind between 10 and 15 
mph. New snow accumulation of 
less than a half inch possible.

Friday: Snow, mainly before 
noon. High near 30. Blustery, 
with a north wind between 15 
and 20 mph, with gusts as high 
as 30 mph. Chance of precipi-
tation is 80 percent. New snow 
accumulation of 2 to 4 inches 
possible.

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 10. North wind 
between 10 and 15 mph becom-
ing calm.

Saturday: A 20 percent 
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 30. Calm wind 
becoming southeast between 10 
and 15 mph.

Saturday Night: A 30 percent 
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 11.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 34.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 15.

Presidents’ Day: Mostly sun-
ny, with a high near 45.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 20.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 48.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 21.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 45. 

Wednesday: High, 56; Low 24
Precip: Wed. 0.00 inches
 Month: 0.33 inches
 Year:   0.48 inches
 Normal:  0.97 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

We want your local news:
e-mail to

colby.society @ nwkansas.

From “AWARDS,” Page 1

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential roofs
Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit
Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Tom Sharp - Sales
       (785) 672-5245

Jim Murray - Owner
       (785) 443-1339

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Business Directory
To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call 

Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

Strength.     Stability.     Service.
And us.

That’s what you can count 
on. We’re in the business 
of helping people just like 
you through all stages of 
life with insurance and 
financial products. To 
learn more call today.www.fbfs.com

Auto   /    Home    /    Life    /    Business   /   College   /   Retirement

David L. Browne III
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby

Adriane Sims
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby (785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 346

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance • Investments

modern-woodmen.org

Agent name
address
city, state
phone
MWA email

IRA or Roth IRA?
Get timely advice about opening or
contributing to an IRA or Roth IRA for
retirement. Your Modern Woodmen
representative can help you decide
which is best for you.

Modern Woodmen of America offers
financial products and fraternal benefits.
Call today to learn more.

IRA0408

Shawn Carney, FIC
1210 West 4th
Colby, KS
785-460-6921
shawn.carney@mwarep.org

Looking for an IRA?

4.75% New IRA.
Up to 5.6% on Rollover IRA’s.
Guaranteed 3% Minimum Rate.
Guaranteed Return of Principal.

modern-woodmen.org

Agent name
address
city, state
phone
MWA email

IRA or Roth IRA?
Get timely advice about opening or
contributing to an IRA or Roth IRA for
retirement. Your Modern Woodmen
representative can help you decide
which is best for you.

Modern Woodmen of America offers
financial products and fraternal benefits.
Call today to learn more.

IRA0408
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IRA or Roth IRA?
Get timely advice about opening or
contributing to an IRA or Roth IRA for
retirement. Your Modern Woodmen
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Modern Woodmen of America offers
financial products and fraternal benefits.
Call today to learn more.

IRA0408
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, ILP087054 10/08

Proud sponsor of the NFL

IT’S SATURDAY NIGHT, BUT I’M 

FEELIN’ 
KINDA SUNDAY

When you’re there, State Farm’s there, 
    for the best day of the week.

Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

A GOOD SIGN 
 EVEN IN TIMES LIKE THESE.

Everyone’s looking for an encouraging sign in today’s economy. The fact is, they’ll
see one in over 17,500 locations across North America. Because for over 86 years,
State Farm® agents have been there helping people protect the things that matter most.
That’s why more people trust State Farm. And we consider that a very good sign.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
                  STATE FARM IS  THERE.®

P R O V I D I N G  I N S U R A N C E  A N D  F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
State Farm, Bloomington ILP087082  11/08
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SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

• Root Canals • Orthodontics
• Implants • Wisdom Tooth Surgery

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

The Latest Technology and Most 
Complete Care Available!

FAMILY DENTAL 
CARE

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642
ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofi ng Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modifi ed Systems

Place 
Your Ad 

Here!
Call

 Jasmine 
or 

Heather 
Today!

785-462-3963

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

Membership
Individual - $20
Family (at same address) - $30
Lifetime - $1,000

BENEFITS
• Four Prairie Winds News
   letters
• Free Admission to the 
   Museum
• 10% gift shop discount 
   except books
• Yearly historic calendar

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701

785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

www.prairiemuseum.org

SunOpta Sunflower is offering 
confection sunflower 

contracts for Summer 2009 

 • Competitive Prices
 • Low Input Costs
 • Act of God Protection 
 • Local Receiving Stations 

THIS IS THE YEAR TO PLANT! 

Call Mike or Larry today at 
SunOpta Sunflower, 1-800-742-9259, 

to discuss your 2009 confection sunflower contract!

SunOpta Sunflower is offering 
Confection Sunflower 

Contracts for 2009

Casa de Burritos, meaning 
House of Burritos, plans to open 
its doors next Thursday morning 
on Fourth Street in downtown 
Colby.

Owners Brent and Lorraine 
Powell came from Greeley, Colo., 
where they ran a similar restau-
rant. They have friends in Colby, 
Lorraine said, and they chose the 
new location because “Colby is a 
very friendly place.”

“Everything will be home 
made,” said Lorraine, who will 
be the head cook, adding that her 
specialty is green chile. “Another 
specialty will the bacon, lettuce, 
tomato tortilla, plus enchiladas, 
tacos, nachos and combo plates.”
The husband-and-wife team have 
been working side by side as they 
redecorate, hoping to make the 
atmosphere authentic and invit-

ing. They said they will be serving 
breakfast, lunch and dinner of the 
Tex-Mex and New Mexico-style 
cuisine, along with some Ameri-
can food, such as hamburgers, on 
certain days.

They plan to have a special of 
the day and will be serving free 
coffee through February and 
March.

“If  you come in for breakfast 
and want to take a burrito or taco 
with you for lunch, that will be 
available,” said Brent.

Casa de Burritos will be open 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The restaurant 
will be closed on Sunday.

Restaurant coming
to downtown Colby

VERA SLOAN/Colby Free Press
Final touches were being put on Casa de Burritos today in prep-
aration for the opening.

The Colby Free Press wants to 
maintain an accurate record of 
our town. Please report any error 
or lack of clarity in a news story 
to us at 462-3963.

Corrections

Students
score big
in awards
the Main ARTery in Ulysses; Su-
san Copas, an instructor at Seward 
County Community College; 
Marla Harris of Elkhart, a profes-
sional ceramics artist with Harris 
Gallery; and Robin Waldron, a 
jewelry and ceramics artist. Award 
ceremonies will be Saturday, Feb. 
21, in Ulysses.

The winning entries can be seen 
at the regional show at the Grant 
County Adobe Historic Museum 
in Ulysses until then.

The ceremony will include 50 
Gold Key (first place) winners, 
50 Silver Key winners and over 
a hundred honorable mention 
awards.

Projects of the Gold Key win-
ners will then be judged again to 
see which will advance to Nation-
als, Roberts said. 

Winners of Gold Key Awards 
were Tess Brown and Shelby 
Klinger in Pastel Self-Portrait, 
Kylie Kennedy for Watercolor 
Landscape, Samantha Schmidt 
and Krisstal Kriss for Pastel Self-
Potrait, Quinnlyn Woofter for 
Weaving, Luke Schroeder for Ce-
ramic and Michelle Schroeder for  
Drawing Still-Life. 

Silver Key awards went to Eric 
Blanton for Watercolor Landscape, 
Kiri Kendrick for Coiled Basket 
and Metal Box, Luke Schroeder 
for Ceramic Slab Construction 
and Woofter for  Ceramic Vessels.

Honorable mention went to 
Kayla Hockersmith for Draw-
ing, Klinger for Oil Self-Potrait, 
Kennedy for Colored Pencil Self-
Portrait, Blanton for Pastel Self-
Portrait and Kriss for Painting 
Self-Portrait.

National competition will be 
in June in New York. Last year, 
Roberts said, Woofter’s and Lissa 
Mazanec’s entries advanced to na-
tional competition. 

Retail sales brighter
From “ECONOMY,” Page 1
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