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Sebelius needs
to either stay or go

We don’t know whether President Barack Obama will nomi-
nate Gov. Kathleen Sebelius to be secretary of the Department
of Health and Human Services, but whatever he decides, we
hope he acts soon.

Sure, we hope he takes long enough to check potential nomi-
nees’ tax records, but we also presume that by now, potential
nominees have this information ready for inspection.

Among the effects of the latest Cabinet go-round is uncer-
tainty in the state Capitol. There, unlike Washington,budget
negotiations don’t extend into the hundreds of billions of dol-
lars, and there, unlike Washington, lawmakers are required to
balance the budget.

That’s a difficult enough task without the inevitable partisan
sniping. Hardly needed was the latest tit for tat associated with
the possibility that Gov. Sebelius will take the Cabinet post
and how that turn of events might affect budget deliberations.

Recently, Senate Majority Leader Derek Schmidt made a
comment in jest about the governor, saying he’d considered
writing an anonymous letter of reference to President Obama
on her behalf.

Not a big deal. Not even when Sen. Schmidt, one of the
Senate’s moderates, also said that the governor’s departure to
Washington “might actually be helpful” in the Legislature’s
effort to resolve the state’s budget problems.

Although the absence of the state’s top Democrat would
benefit Republican causes beyond GOP budget proposals, Sen.
Schmidt could have left the issue alone.

Then again, so could Senate Minority Leader Anthony Hens-
ley. He is well regarded, but perhaps because legislative Dem-
ocrats lose more battles than they win, he also is sometimes
more sensitive than is either necessary or useful. He accused
Sen. Schmidt of launching “partisan potshots” and faulted the
Republican for a lack of leadership in budget deliberations.

Such exchanges are hardly extraordinary, either between
legislative leaders or among rank-and-file members of the two
parties. That doesn’t make them productive. It would be nice
once in a while if the combativeness would ease, if legislators
would acquire the ability to shrug off comments from time to
time.

Sen. Hensley’s kneejerk response gave Sen. Schmidt’s mild-
ly critical comments of the governor more statewide publicity
than they would have received otherwise. If that was his intent,
it’s hard to see how it serves his cause.

— The Manhattan Mercury, via The Associated Press
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We have been warned. It’s going to come
eventually. Professors, staff, faculty and stu-
dents have seen what it has done to other stu-
dents, so they are doing their best to prepare us
for what is about to come.

They call it pink mist, and it comes only in
the spring. This mist, which is invisible, in-
fects students with romantic feelings for each
other and can be extremely contagious. Fortu-
nately for those wanting to resist, it’s easy to
spot those who have been infected.

Couples are walking to class hand in hand,
eating at the “date tables” in the cafeteria,
studying under the warm sun on a soft blanket
or at picnic table. They have deep and mean-
ingful conversations on the DTR (define the
relationship) benches between the women’s
dorm and the men’s dorm. The girl fidgets
with her key in front of the entrance to her
dorm, looking longingly into the eyes of her
beloved.

Those are the symptoms only for new lov-
ers. For those who are in more serious rela-
tionships, it’s all about getting a ring by spring.
The women’s dorm is filled with anxious girl-
friends waiting for an upgrade to fianceé. And
the moment a girl comes home from a night of
blissful romance with a diamond on her fin-
ger, the dorm erupts with screams, squeals and
cheers. It’s truly priceless entertainment. Then
she spills the what and where and when and
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and why and how it happened. And it is always
so sweet and so cute and so romantic!

It’s only February but two of my friends are
in relationships. Maybe they were infected
with a different form of pink mist, since it’s not
officially spring, but the talk of engagement is
by far and the forefront of their minds.

One couple has been dating for almost a
year. She tells me that she’s been “wishin’
and hopin’ and thinkin’ and prayin’, plannin’
and dreamin’ each night of his charms.” For
encouragement, I tell her “All you gotta do is
hold him and kiss him and squeeze him and
love him, just do it and after you do, you will
be his.”

OK, not really. But she really is hoping a
proposal is in the near future. And by near fu-
ture, I mean two weeks. I sure hope he knows
this.

Another friend of mine is currently endur-
ing the absence of his girlfriend, as she is in
Germany volunteering at a camp for military

kids. My diagnosis is that the lack of seeing
her face each day is causing him to realize that
he cannot live a day without her; or perhaps,
he would rather not live a day without her.

I captured the turn of his thinking when I
saw him reading 105 Engagement Ideas. He
was frequently nodding with a big grin on his
face. He quickly looked up at me. His smile
contorted into a grimace.

“I need a job!” he blurted out to me. “I-I
don’t have any money. I don’t have a place to
live. I have nothing to offer her.” He was deep-
ly distraught. “But I know she’s the one!”

I assured him that being poor is synonymous
with being a college student. After all, we at-
tend Multnomah Bible College (and we all
know that Bible college can easily be trans-
lated into Bridal college).

When the pink mist does hit campus, I don’t
know what’s going to happen to these two
friends of mine. I don’t know what’s going to
happen to me.

Although, truth be known — well, I’ll let
you know what happens.

Have a Happy Valentine’s Day!

Michelle Myers, a Colby native, is a student
at Multnomah University in Portland, Ore.,
majoring in Bible and journalism. She enjoys
the 32 Starbucks found within five miles of her
campus.

There are troubled waters in Kansas

Since when has it become the method of con-
ducting business where a public water group
applies for a water right with the Division of
Water Resources; attempts to take the land, by
eminent domain, in order to access that water;
and then does so, all without informing the
landowners up front of its intentions?

Seems there have been several instances
where the process for acquiring a water right
has been manipulated and misused in this man-
ner — one that dramatically violates the private
property rights of landowners across Kansas.

“We are aware of applications for permits to
appropriate water which have been filed with
the Division of Water Resources by municipal
water users with no knowledge or consent on
the part of the owner of the land that consti-
tutes the basis of the application,” says Kent
Askren, Kansas Farm Bureau water special-
ist. “These applications have been held by the
division when the record clearly indicates no
landowner consent had been given — and even
approved — again without any showing of legal
access to the property in question.”

Landowners, farmers and ranchers under-
stand and support the principle that water is
owned by the state and the right to use this
water is granted through an appropriations
process. They know water belongs to Kansas
citizens. These entrepreneurs also understand
their right and potential to develop their prop-
erty free from actions by those who would re-
duce the value of their property or impede its
future development.

Water is very much a part of every farming
operation, says Sen. Janis Lee, a Democrat
who represents the 36th District. Lee’s family
has farmed near Kensington in Smith County
for generations. She also serves on the Senate
Committee on Natural Resources.
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“Without the availability of water, farming
operations will be forced to change dramati-
cally or in some cases, cease to operate,” Lee
says. “It’s important every water-right holder
knows well in advance what someone else has
in mind for their water rights and property.”

Such fundamental rights could be directly
compromised when entities are permitted to
make application for permits to take water us-
ing land owned by others as the basis for their
application. This is especially true when there
is no demonstration of consent or other legal
access prior to assigning priority or approval
to these applications.

Kansas law allows for any person to apply
for a permit to appropriate water upon the land
of another. However, it also requires such ap-
plications be made in good faith and sets the
initial procedure for processing the applica-
tion.

“These statutes were never intended to be-
come a tool to allow parties who have neither
consent nor control to gain a foothold in devel-
oping a water right on property they have no
legal access to,” Askren said.

Further, a standard condition attached to all
permits to appropriate water reads, “this per-
mit does not...authorize entry upon or injury
to public or private property.

“It seems disingenuous at best to provide a
permit in this manner when evidence is clear

and the chief engineer should be fully aware
the applicant has no legal access to the prop-
erty,” Askren says.

There is a solution to this situation. It’s a
simple, easy procedure. It will also provide ad-
equate protection for Kansas property owners.

What is needed, according to Askren, is a
minor adjustment to current water law. This
would require the chief engineer to verify
when any applicant has either consent of the
landowner or control of the property in ques-
tion prior to processing the application or as-
signing any priority. If proof cannot be made
in 30 days, then the chief engineer would be
required to dismiss the application.

Kansas landowners, farmers, ranchers and
others are willing to address the needs of ru-
ral and municipal water users while protecting
their own property interests.

John Schlageck of the Kansas Farm Bureau
is a leading commentator on agriculture and
rural Kansas. He grew up on a diversified
farm in northwestern Kansas, and his writing
reflects a lifetime of experience, knowledge
and passion.

The Colby Free Press encourages Letters
to the Editor on any topic of general interest.
Letters should be brief, clear and to the point.
They must be signed and carry the address and
phone number of the author.

We do not publish anonymous letters. We
sign our opinions and expect readers to do
likewise. Nor do we run form letters or letters
about topics which do not pertain to our area.
Thank-yous from this area should be submit-
ted to the Want Ad desk.
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