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Blondie ® Chic Young
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HEY JOE! BRING ME A FEW OF

THOSE OLIVES, WiLL YU Z

Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters

TO TALK.

[SALLY, WE HAVE )(ACTUALLY, I'M QUITE

BUSY WITH--

SALLY, THIS IS VERY
IMPORTANT. TURN
OFF THE COMPUTER,
TURN AROUND AND
LET'S TALK.
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[FOR THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS YOU'VE
TREATED ME AS GUILTY OF FLIRTING OR ) TALK TO ME ABOUT
PHILANDERING WITHOUT ANY \
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BUT RATHER THAN

IT, YOU ASSUMED IT'S
MY RESPONSIBILITY

(y"——_"1 TO DEFEND MYSELF

AGAINST SOMETHING
I HAVEN'T DONE OR--

Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts
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WELL, I'M
GOING TO
; + ] SLEEPNOW,

SHH! I CAN'T HEAR WHAT

THEY'RE SAYING.

YOU HEAR A PERIOD
AT THE END OF THAT
LAST SENTENCEZ?

I'M STILL TALKING.

1 HAVE COME To REALIZE
THAT I AM TRANQUIL

REALLY?

VES. 1 AM...
TRANQUIL
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ARE You

YES. I AM
Now ...
TRANNNQUILLL

SURE ?
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Q’KNOW, You CouLD
JUST BE RELAXED AND
NOT ACTUALLY BE
TRANQ -
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EVERY NIGHT
W SHOULD
ALL BEON
OUR KNEES
GIVING THANKS
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= C¥ ® Hints from

f Heloise

How to clean
tea-stained mugs

Dear Heloise: I drink tea from an insulated
mug that’s designed to keep hot drinks hot on
cold mornings out on the trail. What works re-
ally well to clean it is filling the cup with water
and dropping in a denture tablet designed to clean
false teeth. I let it sit overnight or longer, depend-
ing on how stained the cup is. — Brook Evans,
Camarillo, Calif.

IS YOUR YEAST BAD?

Dear Heloise: I have OUTDATED YEAST. Is
there a way I can still use it? — Fran Fenton, via
e-mail.

If it is outdated and won'’t rise, it’s done and
dead, but it still might be good if it has been stored
in a dark, cool and dry place. You can easily test
active dry yeast to see if it’s good. Stir 1 teaspoon
of sugar into 1/4 cup warm water (100-115 de-
grees) in a large measuring cup. Be careful not
to use hot water, since it will kill the yeast. Stir
in a packet of yeast and wait 10 minutes while it
dissolves. If the mixture begins to bubble and rise
and has a strong yeast smell, it is still active. The
yeast can be used in your recipe. — Heloise

PRINTED RECIPES

Dear Heloise: If you print recipes from e-mails
or other Internet resources, consider color-coding
your printing for easier organization. For exam-
ple: Use pink paper for desserts, green paper for
salads, yellow paper for vegetable dishes, blue
for entrees and lavender for miscellaneous.

— Lisa Ayres Traughber, Cedar Hill, Tenn.

Lisa, your hint will certainly make finding a
recipe easier. For a delicious, warm cup of soup,
why not try my Economical Corn Chowder, found
in my All-Time Favorite Recipes pamphlet? Just
send $5 and a long, self-addressed, stamped (59
cents) envelope to: Heloise/All-Time Favorite,
P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio, TX 78279-5001.
Create a rating system for recipes. Very good
could be five-star, and rate down. This way, you
will be able to remember if the recipe was good
and if it was well-received. — Heloise

COTTAGE CHEESE

Dear Heloise: My hint for you is a real money-
saver. After opening cottage-cheese containers,
store them upside down in the fridge. You abso-
lutely will not believe how long it lasts.

— Phyllis Papandrea, Fallbrook, Calif.

Yep, we’ve been printing this hint for a long
time! You may want to place the container on a
plate or in a bowl, just in case the lid isn’t on
tight. — Heloise

EGGSHELLS

Dear Heloise: If you get eggshells in your eggs
before cooking them, it is very hard to pick them
out. I found if you wet the tip of your finger with
cool water, you can reach right in with that fin-
ger and grab the eggshell fragment, slide it up the
side of the bowl and toss it. — S. Beazley, Allen,
Texas
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Bridge e steve Becker

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
®g7
v__
®A87542
S#AKO62
WEST EAST
MATIO32 A#K964
vJ9 YK653
€QJ3 ¢109
1054 Q87
SOUTH
®Q5
YAQL108742
®KO6
&]3
The bidding:
North East South  West
1e Pass 19 Pass
28 Pass 39 Pass
4 & Pass 49

Opening lead — ace of spades.

Actions Speak Louder Than Words

Falsecarding effectively is just as much an art
in bridge as the ability to execute, say, a compli-
cated squeeze or endplay. The general purpose of
the falsecard is to try to convince the opposition
that a certain situation exists that in fact does not
exist.

Consider this deal from a team-of-four match.
At the first table, the bidding went as shown, with
South ending up in four hearts. West led the ace
and another spade to East’s king, and East shifted
to the ten of diamonds.

South took his king and cashed the ace of hearts,
West contributing the nine and East the three. De-
clarer’s only chance for the contract now was to
continue with the queen, hoping West had started
with the doubleton J-9 and East with the K-x-x-x.
When this proved to be the case, South lost only
one trump trick and so made the contract.

At the second table, South also got to four
hearts, and again West led the ace and another
spade. Here too East returned a diamond to the
king and declarer then played the ace of trumps.
But at this table, West dropped his jack on the
ace, thus posing an altogether different problem
for South.

If West’s jack was on the level, declarer’s only
chance now was to lead a low trump in the hope
that West had started with the K-J alone and East
with the 9-6-5-3. Leading the queen at this point
would result in later losing a second trump trick
to East’s nine if West had actually started with the
doubleton K-J.

And so, having decided that West’s jack at trick
four was probably from the K-J, South led the
seven of hearts at trick five. As a result, he lost
a trump trick to the nine and later lost another to
the king to go down one.
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Family Circus e Bil Keane

ANSWER DID YOU
GET FOR QUESTION

©2009 Bil Keane, Inc.
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“There was a question twelve?”
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This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: NEW SITCOM ABOUT |
A WEASEL-LIKE MAMMAL WHO RETURNED TO
HIS OLD SCHOOL: “WELCOME BACK, OTTER.”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; C equals T

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 37 Collec- DOWN 23 Milkshake
1 Lawyers’ tions 1 Forever, insert
org. 39 Risked it seems 25 Second-
4 Bob 41 Baghdad 2 Bankrupt hand
or resi- 3 Initial 26 Rescue
Elizabeth dent stake 27 Colored
8 Lather 43 Make 4 Moolah 28 Unless

12 Pistol (one’s 5 Eggs (Latin)

13 “Meta- way) 6 Claiborne 29 State
mor- 44 Multi- of fashion with cer-
phoses” purpose 7 Dutch tainty
poet truck cheese 30 Catherine

14 Contem- 46 Refuge 8 Weak — -Jones
porary 50 Mideast 9 No longer 31 Visibility
coin region chic hindrance

15 “Guin- 55 Sapporo 10 lllustra- 35 Magnifi-
ness sash tions cent
Book” 56 Culture 11 Cattle array
suffix medium call 38 Uncool

16 Quaran- 57 — and 17 Lowe or 40 Vitamin
tine void Morrow amt.
facility 58 Suitable 19 Santa —, 42 “—

18 Filch 59 Info Calif. Impos-

20 Unruly 60 With 22 “Little sible”
group skill Women” 45 ltalian

21 Appre- 61 Fool woman volcano

24 :g;zzn Solution time: 21 mins. ar Eiaerclz(e)r

28 Jesus’ c 48 Wading
home P bird

32 Birthright R 49 Perches
barterer T E é 50 Wander

33 “— NIETE about
Got a HEE 51 Past
Secret” TiS 52 Use a

34 Knapsack g g ray-gun
part L ol 53 Massage

36 Prior E D| 54 Under the
night Yesterday’s answer 2-18 weather
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