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Try the tale of Beatrix Potter

Last Thursday, I attended “legis-
lative day” in Topeka where eight
librarians from northwest Kansas
spoke with our representatives.

We talked to them about the
importance money for libraries,
schools and the technology infra-
structure that serve their constitu-
ents. Rep. John Faber of Brewster
rushed to meet us early in the day.
Carrying his breakfast in a brown
bag, sat down to talk about our
concerns. He gave us considerable
time before his busy schedule for
the day.

Rep. Don Hineman of Dighton
came out of meetings at 9:30 am.
to snatch a moment of time with
us. Rep. Jim Morrison of Colby
was not available, but his office
staff talked with us. State Sen.
Ralph Ostmeyer took time with us
in his office at 1:30 p.m., listening
and sharing concerns he has with
the budget negotiations.

While some of their constitu-
ents may not like the outcome in
the state budget decisions, I felt
these legislators are working dili-
gently for what they see is nec-
essary. Others may perceive this
budget crisis that Kansas is facing
as a tall tale or fiction novel. Let’s
hope our representatives are as
passionate about the people they
are serving in northwest Kansas
as some of the protagonists are in
the books I write about this week.

One of the three new items on
our shelves is “The Tale of Briar
Bank” by Susan Wittig Albert.
This wonderful tale is about a
young single woman named Bea-
trix Potter who is an artist and
author of books. Mostly, she lives
with her parents in London, but in
recent years, she has purchased a
farm in the not-so-wealthy area of
Hill Top.

Her proper Victorian mother is
horrified that Beatrix would buy
a place in such a lowly area, but
to Beatrix it is wonderful to have
home, hearth, lakes and mountains

Public Notice

| Melany
Wilks

e Library
Links

all around her. She loves the area
so much that when another piece
of property is up for sale, she buys
it. Thus, begins the adventures of
Beatrix.

She informs her parents that she
is going to take time away from
their home in London to begin
renovating and improving the new
property. She admits that Castle
Farm needs much more help than
her beloved Hill Top. Albert has a
gift for weaving this tale, which
includes the mysterious death of
Hugh Wickstead. Was this a trag-
ic coincidence, or had someone
killed the poor man? Only the ani-
mals really know; the people must
find out what really happened.

If you have not experienced
reading the works of this author,
just know that she has been writ-
ing for more than 20 years. She cut
her teeth writing the youth mys-
teries of Nancy Drew (under the
name of Carolyn Keene) and the
Hardy Boys (under the name of
Franklin W. Dixon). She has also
written 16 books that are part of
China Bayles Herbal Series. She
also writes with her husband, Bill
Albert (under the name of Robin
Paige) the Edwardian Series (12
items), as well as two nonfiction
books. This is the fifth in a series
of the Cottage Tales of Beatrix
Potter. I understand that a sixth is
being written as we speak.

One book that reminds me of the
Potter book is a fantasy and fiction
book written by Brian Jacques,
“Doomwyte.” Jacques is another
author that gives animals voice
to create a world of intrigue and
passion. The reader once again
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returns to the hallowed halls of
Redwall Abbey, where good pre-
vails and evil is shunned. Jacques
writes this youth fiction in such a
way that even an adult will enjoy
its tale.

Save next Wednesday, when the
Pioneer Memorial Library have
author Nancy Pickard review-
ing her novel, “Virgin of Small
Plains.” Lunch is always served,
so come and enjoy it with us!

Middle school students need to
remember that we will be having
Ad-Lib At Da Library beginning
at 1:30 p.m.

Saturday. Remember that the
library resources such as comput-
ers, databases and Internet access
are free. Checking out items on
video disk and tape, audio books,
magazines and books is also free.
If your budget is a bit tight, come
and join others who have found
that the library is a great resource.

Babies

Parker Lazaro

Braden Lazaro

Parker Akahi Lazaro and
Braden Lee Lazaro were born
Jan. 23, 2009, at Wesley Medical
Center in Wichita to Tonja A. Lee
and Jason Lazaro of Colby. Parker
weighed 6 pounds, 2 ounces and
measured 19 inches, while twin
brother Braden weighed 5 pounds,
6 ounces and measured 18 inches.
Siblings are Nicole and Amanda
Lazaro of Yuma, Colo. Grand-
parents are Ivan and Leta Lee of

Corrections

The Colby Free Press wants to
maintain an accurate record of
our town. Please report any error
or lack of clarity in a news story
to us at 462-3963.

Braden and Parker Lazaro

Colby and Rebecca Fletcher of
Escondido, Calif.

Markets

Quotes as of close of
previous business day
Hi-Plains Co-op
Wheat (bushel) $5.07
Corn (bushel) $3.35
Milo (hundredweight) $4.83
Soybeans (bushel) $7.61

Shayla Dawn
Kisner, daugh-
ter of Rhonda
Fisher and Jer- r
emy Kisner of
Oberlin, was
born  Friday, |
Feb. 20, 2009, -—
at Citizens
Medical Center.
She  weighed
6 pounds, 14
ounces and measured 19 inches.

Grandparents are John anc
Caroline Kingery of Colby, Ror
Kisner of Atwood and Phyliss anc
Dusty Roelfs of St. Francis.

Shayla was welcomed home by
a brother, Bryce.

Shayla Kisner

We want your local news:
e-mail to
colby.editor @ nwkansas.

Membership
Individual - $20

Family (at same address) - $30
Lifetime - $1,000

BENEFITS

e Four Prairie Winds News
letters

e Free Admission to the
Museum

e 10% gift shop discount
except books

e Yearly historic calendar

e

Thomas County Historical Society

1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701

785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

WWW.prairiemuseum.org

David L. Browne Ill  Adriane Sims
550 N Franklin Ave 550 N Franklin Ave
Colby Colby

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES you through all Stages Of

Insurance *

www.fbfs.com learn more call today.
(785) 462-3388
Auto /| Home / Life / Business / College / Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 346

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
#%+4 CARE
- - The Latest Technology and Most
Ojev® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals ° Orthodontics
¢ Implants ¢ Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

) hatswhatyoucancount
on. We’re in the business
® of helping people just like

life with insurance and
To

Investments

financial products.

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiIMATES

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTiIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call
Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

Place
Your Ad
Here!

Call

Jasmine
or
Heather
Toclagl
785-462-3963
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Everyone’s looking for an encouraging sign in today’s economy. The fact is, they'll
see one in over 17,500 locations across North America. Because for over 86 years,
State Farm®agents have been there helping people protect the things that matter most.

That's why more people trust State Farm. And we consider that a very good sign.

Jane W Johnson, Agent

905 E 4th Street

Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS

PROVIDING INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
State Farm, Bloomington IL

Quality Title
& Abstract

785-460-1858 * 275 La Casa Drive * Colby, KS

Partners of:

Western Appraisal Service
Owner and Operator-Paul F. Bailey
785-460-2839 * 275 La Casa Drive * Colby, KS

“Where one call...Does it alll”
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==y Touching lives. Securing futures.®
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Modern Woodmen %7

FRATERNAL FINANCIAL

Looking for an IRA?

Get timely advice about opening or
contributing to an IRA or Roth IRA for
retirement. Your Modern Woodmen
representative can help you decide
which is best for you.

4.75% New IRA.

Up to 5.6% on Rollover IRA’s.

Guaranteed 3% Minimum Rate.
Guaranteed Return of Principal.

Shawn Carney, FIC
1210 West 4th
Colby, KS
785-460-6921

Call today to learn more. shawn.carmey @mwarep.org

modern-woodmen.org
IRA0408
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CLEANING

Colby. KS
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTILIAL

(BOO0O) 611-6735
FREE ESTIMATES
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