
The StatesRail company that 
owned the Kyle Railroad in Kan-
sas, Colorado and Nebraska has 
been purchased by a later firm, 
RailAmerica, the senator said. 
The firm has 690 miles of track, 
serving both Goodland and Colby 
on former Rock Island lines.

“It sounds like RailAmerica 
won’t be removing any track, but 
plans to do a lot of repair and add-
ing some ties,”  Ostmeyer said. 
“This is a good thing, as we will 
need tracks for coal and to new 
ethanol plants.” 

On the subject of higher educa-
tion, Morrison said, “I think col-
leges are making an effort to find 
ways to cut expenses. They think 
they can save with video teaching 
and in the field of medical tech-
nology. Some are also working on 
making their computer services 
more efficient.” 

The men said the budget for 
next year will treat public schools 
better than state universities and 
other higher-education units. 

“If the legislature is mandated 
by law to have a reserve of 7 ½ 
percent in the budget, why do they 
have a reserve of zero?” someone 
asked.

 Morrison answered, “Because 
we had to use the reserve in other 
places to fill up budget holes. The 
law allows us to do this when we 
feel it’s necessary.”

Another question asked was 
about the fact that the Kansas Pub-
lic Employees Retirement Fund is 
no longer fully funded. Both Ost-
meyer and Morrison said the Leg-
islature does not control the fund, 
known as KPERS. It is controlled 
by its own board, they said.

The two agreed on eliminating 
the death penalty in Kansas. 

“It would save the state more 
than a million dollars,” Morrison 
said.

He said he worried that too many 
prisoners had later been found in-
nocent using new technology.

Both legislators expressed con-
cern for the budget for next year.  

“Some schools planning to build 
new buildings are putting them on 
hold for fear of not being able to 
get them bonded,” Ostmeyer said. 

“We’re all going to have to 
make some sacrifices and some of 
the cuts will hurt, but it’s the only 
way,” he added.
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Weather
Corner

National Weather Service
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with 

a low around 39. West wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 78. Breezy, with a 
west wind 10 to 15 mph increas-
ing to between 20 and 25 mph. 
Winds could gust as high as 30 
mph.

Thursday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 29. 
North wind between 5 and 15 
mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 64. Breezy, with a 
southeast wind 5 to 10 mph in-
creasing to between 15 and 20 
mph.

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 34.

Saturday: A 20 percent 
chance of rain after noon. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 52.

Saturday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 27.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 55.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 25.

Monday: Sunny, with a high 
near 52.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 24.

Monday: High, 52; Low 23
Tuesday: High, 66; Low 26
Precip: Monday 0.00 inches
 Tuesday 0.00 inches
 Month: 0.00 inches
 Year:   0.64 inches
 Normal:  2.15 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

7th Anniversary
Sale-A-Bration

March 6 &7 9:00-5:30
Selected Fabric 30%-50% Off

Sewing Machines on Sale
We sell DMC Floss

Interior Connection & Quilt Cabin
1525 S. Range Ave. 
Colby, KS
462-3375

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential roofs
Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit
Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Tom Sharp - Sales
       (785) 672-5245

Jim Murray - Owner
       (785) 443-1339

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Business Directory
To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call 

Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

Strength.     Stability.     Service.
And us.

That’s what you can count 
on. We’re in the business 
of helping people just like 
you through all stages of 
life with insurance and 
financial products. To 
learn more call today.www.fbfs.com

Auto   /    Home    /    Life    /    Business   /   College   /   Retirement

David L. Browne III
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby

Adriane Sims
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby (785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 346

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance • Investments
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, ILP087054 10/08

Proud sponsor of the NFL

IT’S SATURDAY NIGHT, BUT I’M 

FEELIN’ 
KINDA SUNDAY

When you’re there, State Farm’s there, 
    for the best day of the week.

Jane W Johnson, Agent
905 E 4th Street
Colby, KS 67701
Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

A GOOD SIGN 
 EVEN IN TIMES LIKE THESE.

Everyone’s looking for an encouraging sign in today’s economy. The fact is, they’ll
see one in over 17,500 locations across North America. Because for over 86 years,
State Farm® agents have been there helping people protect the things that matter most.
That’s why more people trust State Farm. And we consider that a very good sign.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
                  STATE FARM IS  THERE.®

P R O V I D I N G  I N S U R A N C E  A N D  F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
State Farm, Bloomington ILP087082  11/08
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SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

• Root Canals • Orthodontics
• Implants • Wisdom Tooth Surgery

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

The Latest Technology and Most 
Complete Care Available!

FAMILY DENTAL 
CARE

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642
ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofi ng Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modifi ed Systems

Place 
Your Ad 

Here!
Call

 Jasmine 
or 

Heather 
Today!

785-462-3963

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

Membership
Individual - $20
Family (at same address) - $30
Lifetime - $1,000

BENEFITS
• Four Prairie Winds News
   letters
• Free Admission to the 
   Museum
• 10% gift shop discount 
   except books
• Yearly historic calendar

Thomas County Historical Society
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701

785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

www.prairiemuseum.org

Weekly Trimming & Mowing
Power Raking

Aerating
Edging

Tree/ Hedge Trimming
Roto Tilling

General Yard Clean Up

Commercial & Residential
Call 785-460-CAMO (2266)

for a quote today!!

Owners
C.W. Cheney 
Jason Mader

Services We Offer:

855 Davis Ave
Colby, KS 67701

Has spring sprung?

ANDY HEINTZ/Colby Free Press
Despite the chilly weather this morning, letter carrier Alan 
Focke was ready for s warm day in full summer gear.

Voters crowd session on issues

Craft store grows
in quiet Brewster
from scratch today,” Richards 
said, “because crafts come and go. 
When scrapbooking got popular, 
I was scared to put in a four-foot 
section of supplies, but today, it 
takes up a major portion of floor 
space because the products are so 
versatile in so many other crafts.” 
She said she has many favorites, 
but right now scrapbooking is it.

“I just never have a day when 
I don’t want to come to work,” 
she said, “I just love it, and never 

dreamed we would ever have this 
many items.  Right now glass 
etching is popular ,and we sell a 
ton of it on the Internet.”

Richards said her youngest was 
a first grader when they moved to 
Brewster, and now her children 
are all grown and she has five 
grandchildren.

The clan includes sons Shawn 
(Marti) Richards, Colorado 
Springs, and Scott (Jill) Richards, 
Windsor, Colo., and daughter 
Trisha Richards and Justin Giger 
of Parker, Colo.

From “CRAFTS,” Page 1

From “TOPEKA,” Page 1

Weigh-in ends
Wise Up days

The Wise Up and Count Down 
Thomas County program will 
have its final weigh-out between 4 
p.m. and 7 p.m. on Monday. 

The grand finale will be at 5:30 
p.m. Tuesday at the Colby Com-
munity Building. Awards will be 
handed to teams losing the most 
weight, attending the most meet-
ings and others. 
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