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Sophomore Katherine “Kat” Nickel got ready to throw the ball to first after fielding a ground ball
during the Lady Trojans’ game against Central Community College of Nebraska on Sunday after-
noon at Carl Adams Field. Colby lost to the Lady Raiders 7-5.

College softball team

goes 3-2 at home tourney

By Andy Heintz
Colby Community College
aheintz @nwkansas.com

The Colby Community College
softball team went 3-2 over the
weekend at the Colby Classic at
Carl Adams Field.

The Lady Trojans went 3-0 on
Saturday, defeating Central Com-
munity College of Nebraska 5-1,
Lamar Community College of
Colorado 3-1 and Cloud County
of Concordia 4-3.

Freshmen Logan Wark and Ja-
mie Main led the team with two
hits each in the Lady Trojan’s vic-
tory over Central.

Sophomore Marissa Elsberry
picked up the win, giving up five
hits and one earned run while
striking out 11 in seven innings

Main was the winning pitcher
against the Lady Antelopes, strik-
ing out two and only walking one

in seven innings. Freshmen Main
and Peggy Nichols led the team
with two hits each.

Freshman Brittany Berndt had 3
hits to help lead the Lady Trojans
to a victory over Cloud County.
Starting pitcher Jaylen Reed, a
freshman, picked up the win. She
struck out 6 in seven innings.

“Our pitchers pitched very well
on Saturday,” said Coach Ryan
Sturdy

Central paid Colby back for
Saturday’s game by handing the
Lady Trojans a 7-5 loss on Sun-
day. Sophomore Katherine Nickel
and freshman Tiffany Allen each
had three hits each in the game.

Colby lost to Cloud County 6-4
on Sunday. Allen and freshmen
Kali Brester and Charliey Staab
led the team with two hits each.

“We needed to have a little
better team intensity on Sunday,”
said Sturdy, adding that he was

Meadow Lake
Golf Course & Lounge
Presenting Pieces of Eight

Friday, March 20th

9:30 pm

-1:30 am
Clenoow Luke

T GoLe Course & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd
Colby

pleased with the way the weekend
had gone overall.

“We had good weather and good
fan support for it being spring
break,” He said.

The Lady Trojans record now
stands at 6-5.

The team will take on Butler
County Community College in a
doubleheader at 3 p.m. on Sunday
in El Dorado.

Kansas State’s weak schedule
keeps them out of tournament

MANHATTAN (AP) — Their
nonconference  schedule  was
weak. They had a mediocre RPI
rating, didn’t have enough mar-
quee wins.

For all the reasons Kansas State
was bypassed by the NCAA’s se-
lection committee, none stands out
more than the simplest: The Wild-
cats didn’t win enough games. Not
during a tough three-game stretch
in nonconference, not at the start
of the Big 12 season, not at last
week’s conference tournament.

Win a few more of those games
and Kansas State would be headed
to somewhere like Boise or Min-
neapolis for the NCAA tourna-
ment instead of hosting Illinois
State in the first round of the NIT
on Wednesday.

The Wildcats did win 21 games,
finished tied for fourth in the Big
12 at 9-7. They hoped it would
be enough to get into the NCAA
tournament for the second straight
year.

Instead, Kansas State is headed
to the NIT for the second time in
three years.

No doubt, the schedule was a
factor.

Kansas State’s schedule, despite
playing in the tough Big 12, was
rated 113th in the country. It would
have, as Martin has mentioned
repeatedly over the past couple
of weeks, been rated higher had
teams like Oakland, Wagner and
Gardner-Webb — teams picked to

win their conferences — played
as well as everyone thought. They
didn’t and the Wildcats took a hit
for it.

Kansas State’s RPI rating wasn’t
much help, either.

The complicated formula that
combines Division I winning per-
centage, schedule strength and
opponent’s schedule strength was
a middling 75, which meant the
Wildcats were fighting uphill to
convince the selection committee
they were good enough to get in.

Even with the scheduling and
RPI issues, Kansas State had its
chances.

Midway through the nonconfer-
ence season, the Wildcats lost to
Kentucky, Iowa and Oregon in
consecutive games — games that
could have boosted their profile
to the selection committee. Four
straight losses to open the Big 12
season, which included blowouts
to non-NCAA tournament teams
Nebraska and Baylor, was tough
to take, too.

The biggest hit was losing to
Texas in the Big 12 tournament.

So instead of making consecu-
tive trips to the NCAA tourna-
ment for the first time in 20 years,
Kansas State is in the NIT while
Big 12 teams with similar records
— Oklahoma State, Texas, Texas
A&M — are in the 65-team field.

“It’s tough to see those teams
you beat get in and you get left out,
but we knew a couple of weeks

Jayhawks take on Bison

FARGO, N.D. (AP) — North
Dakota State made the NCAA
tournament in its first year of eli-
gibility, just like it planned.

Of course, now the Bison have
to play defending national cham-
pion Kansas.

The Bison received the No. 14
seed in the Midwest Regional and
drew the No. 3-seeded Kansas
Jayhawks, the defending national
champions. “I know that Kansas
travels pretty well, but we’ll have
a head start on them,” NDSU head
coach Saul Phillips said Sunday,
after a selection show party at the
Bison Sports Arena.

“Wow, they’re a great team,”
Bison center Lucas Moorman
said. Hundreds of fans flocked to
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Farmland For Sale

1,992 acres-Thomas County Farmland near Brewster
1,120 acres-Sherman County Farmland near Brewster
All owners mineral rights to buyer
1/3 growing wheat to buyer
Immediate possession of idle land
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Economy getting you down?
Worried about making bills on
time? We’ve got good news!

for some people to make some e —
extra cash in the Colby Area!

Call 462-3963 if you're mterested
In a newspaper delivery route.
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the arena to watch the show on a
big screen TV built into the score-
board above the basketball floor.
Phillips warmed up the crowd by
calling it the biggest party in Far-
go history.

“Let’s get this done,” Phillips
said.

“This is as spectacular as it
gets.”

Playing the defending champi-

2

ons.

ago that we needed a couple more
quality wins,” senior forward Dar-
ren Kent said. There is something
good to take away from getting
into the NIT, though: Kansas State
has reached the postseason in
three straight seasons for the first
time in 15 years.

A small consolation, but it’s
something to build on, a way to
give the current players more ex-
perience and keep the program at
least near the spotlight to potential
recruits around the country.

And, as Martin pointed out,
there are 348 teams in Division I
basketball and Kansas State is one
of 97 that gets to keep playing.
That’s not too bad, really.

“As a program, it’s an oppor-
tunity to continue to compete,
continue to practice and better
prepare our basketball team for
the future,” Martin said. “It’s al-
ways about the future. You want
to win today, but you’re always
preparing for tomorrow. Anytime
you can be in the postseason three
years in a row, I think you’re do-
ing more things right than you’re
doing wrong.”

NOW SHOWING
March 13th - March 19th

THE INTERNATIONAL

R 1 Hour 58 Min
Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:10
Sunday -Thursday 7:00

CONFESSIONS OF A
SHOPAHOLIC

PG 1 Hour 45 Minutes
Friday & Saturday 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday-Thursday 7:00

Colby Cinema

1935 S. Range + 785-460-9600
www.colbycinema.com

American Profile — yep, the
magazine that comes in the
local paper and always has

a great recipe — now 1as

155 W. 5th, Colby

Give the gnﬂ: ofgod taste

..and smell, fun and good memories

a great cookbook. Get 120
recipes categorized by holiday
for yourself or as a gift. Just
$18.95 plus tax. Available at:

785-462-3963

L Bar L Angus

Tith Annaal Prime Cat on the Hoof Sale
Performance-Tested Registered Angus Bulls
Tharsday, March 26, 2009
Imperial Auction Market = Imperial, NE - 12:30 MDT

Featured Sires Include:
~ Basin Max 602C ~
~ Boyd On Target ~

~ BT Right Time 24J ~

~ New Frontier ~
~ KCF Bennett Performer ~
~ Boyd New Day ~

To View Sale Book Online: www.lbarlangus.com

Selling:

Yearling Bulls

Yearling Heifers

Write or Call for a Sale Book!

Ners

Todd_&ED(;naiyr;Hasenauer
37703 S. Hwy. 25
Wallace, NE 69169
308-387-4454
Cell: 308-530-3568
Ibarlangus @yahoo.com
or lbarlangus.com
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