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Delay on tankers
forced by economy

This column about sex trafficing has content 
that may be inappropriate for young readers. 

A few weeks ago, I saw the movie “Taken.” 
In it, Bryan Mills, a retired CIA agent, is try-

ing to reconnect with his 17-year-old daughter 
Kim. But when Kim and a friend take off on 
a trip to Paris, the girls are kidnapped by sex 
traffickers. 

And Bryan is going to find his daughter, no 
matter what it takes or who gets in his way.

However, before the feature presentation, 
my friend and I had to sit through a preview of 
Miss March, a movie with a slightly different 
take on the scene of sexuality. Miss March is a 
Playboy-themed comedy. It centers around Eu-
gene and Tucker, two guys who go on a trek to 
the Playboy Mansion in search of an old girl-
friend from high school who had just become 
the featured Playboy bunny of the month.

Hopefully I’m not the only one, but I have 
noticed a correlation between customers and 
the sexually saturated media. Men who are ad-
dicted to pornography are fueling the sex traf-
ficking business completely unaware, increas-
ing the demand for more supply. Women and 
children are the supply.

Shared Hope International, an organization 
that provides long-term care for sex trafficking 
victims and public education, investigated ac-
tual people and places in the sex market in the 
United States, the Netherlands, Japan and Ja-
maica. Based on the United Nations protocol, 
Shared Hope defines sex trafficking as anytime 
a person is recruited, harbored, moved, forced, 

tricked or coerced into a paid sex act. And any-
one under the age of 18 in any commercial sex 
act is automatically a trafficking victi.

But who is this buyer?
The general view is that men who visit pros-

titutes are single men who cannot get a woman 
to fulfill their desires. Or he did not use to be 
single, but at 75, he is.

But studies are showing that buyers, also 
known as customers or johns, come in all 
shapes and sizes. According to culture re-
searcher Sabine Grenz of Humboldt Univer-
sity of Berlin, buyers come from all socioeco-
nomic classes, working as stockbrokers, truck 
drivers, teachers, priests, law-enforcement of-
ficials. A man could be married and a parent 
with children.

“There are no social characteristics that ba-
sically distinguish johns from other men,” said 
Grenz.

Also, in a survey published in 1994 by psy-
chologist Dieter Kliber of the Free University 
of Berlin showed that out of the 600 johns who 
filled out the Freiburg Personality Inventory, 
obvious personality problems or particular ab-

normalities were not found. 
“Clients are basically men and women, to be 

honest with you,” said Kevin Morss, Outreach 
Coordinator for WestCare in Las Vegas, NV, 
“Various ages, it doesn’t really matter. They’re 
the hardcore sex addicts, the bachelor who’s 
just coming here to party, every race, every so-
cial problem, every social economic group.”

Nikolas Westerhoff did a study to find out, 
“Why do Men Buy Sex?” which was published 
in the Scientific American Mind. He discov-
ered that “Some [researchers] believe the prac-
tice serves as a salve for common psychologi-
cal afflictions, such as an unfulfilled craving 
for sex or romance. Others, meanwhile, paint 
a dimmer portrait of johns, believing they are 
driven by chauvinistic motives, such as the de-
sire to dominate and control women.”

While the buyer may be convincing himself 
that a click on a porn site, a drink at a strip 
club or a visit to a massage parlor is for his 
pleasure alone and no harm to anyone, these 
actions help keep the sex market and traffick-
ers themselves in business.

I have to wonder that if movies like Miss 
March were not created, the demand for 
“product” in the form of women and children 
would decrease. And if the media would stop 
releasing sex-filled products, the sex traffick-
ing business would have no fuel to continue 
manufacturing victims.

Michelle Myers, a Colby native, is a student 
at Multnomah University in Portland, Ore., 
majoring in Bible and journalism. 

Media, ‘johns’ fuel sex trafficking

The tough payment limits for farmers pro-
posed in President Obama’s budget would 
cripple family farmers already suffering 
through the current recession. 

These cuts are coming during the worst eco-
nomic downturn since the Great Depression – 
at a time when net farm income is projected to 
decline 20 percent.

Elimination of $16 billion from the farm 
safety net is one cut agriculture cannot afford. 
These proposed cuts would strike at the eco-
nomic heart of full-time farm families of every 
size operation. They would threaten the viabil-
ity of hundreds of thousands producers across 
the country and could further undermine this 
country’s economy.

The administration’s main proposal is to 
prohibit subsidies from going to farmers with 
gross sales higher than $500,000. During a 
three-year period, direct payments to these 
farms would be eliminated. This is much 
tougher than the ’08 Farm Bill, which cut off 
subsidies to farmers with adjusted gross in-
comes above $750,000.

The president’s proposed phase-out of direct 
payments based on sales will impact a Kansas 
farms representing more than three-fourths of 
total production in the state. Using the 2007 
Census of Agriculture, 6 percent of farms in 
Kansas have sales of more than $500,000. 
However, these farms represent 78 percent of 
all farm sales in the state.

Rural towns will suffer with the proposed 
cuts and phase out of direct payments. These 
dollars flow back into the rural economy 
through debt repayment, donations to church-
es, property taxes to support schools and vis-

its to Main Street merchants to buy groceries, 
shoes for kids, etc.

The farm safety net helps secure America’s 
food supply, which is all the more vital in hard 
times. Now is not the time to breach a pro-
gram that helps farmers feed a hungry planet. 
Thanks to America’s farmers, food availability 
is one less problem to worry about in this time 
of uncertainty.

Kansas farmers are especially aggravated by 
shifting the limits from adjusted gross income 
to gross sales. These limits do not take into 
account farming costs like buying new equip-
ment and other expenses and are not an accu-
rate gauge of a farm’s income.

Farmers already struggling with expenses 
that have increased as much as 40 percent in 
recent years cannot shoulder additional debt. 
Deeper cuts in agricultural support would have 
drastic bottom-line consequences on farm 
families.

Farmers are also annoyed the administration 
is reopening a debate they believe was settled. 
These budget cuts threaten to change the rules 
midstream for American farmers and ranch-
ers.

“You don’t change provisions of a farm bill, 
implemented less than a year ago, that had the 

support of more than 500 nutrition, conserva-
tion and farm organizations,” says Steve Bac-
cus, and Ottawa county farmer and president 
of Kansas Farm Bureau. “The provisions of 
the ’08 farm bill have not yet been fully imple-
mented. This law must be given time to work 
before more changes are considered.”

These proposed budget cuts don’t take into 
consideration that farmers and lenders alike 
have already made long-term business deci-
sions based on the commitment made in the 
five-year bill. To fiddle with figures and pro-
jections now will exacerbate the credit crisis.

Family farmers are vital to Kansas and 
America’s rural communities, as well as this 
nation’s economy. Most Kansas farms are 
family-owned and operated. While they share 
the commitment to reducing the deficit, more 
cuts to the farm safety net would not be in their 
best interest or their communities’.

The farm safety net now in place constitutes 
less than one quarter of 1 percent of the total 
federal budget and only 16 percent of the total 
farm bill.

Attempts to balance the budget on the backs 
of the American farmer, rancher and rural 
America will do little to reduce the deficit, but 
could spell the end for many of these farmers 
and ranchers.

During the first week of March, nearly 150 
Farm Bureau members from across Kansas 
traveled to Washington to express their oppo-
sition to the more than $16 billion in cuts to 
the farm safety net proposed in the president’s 
2010 budget.

John Schlageck of the Kansas Farm Bureau 
is a leading commentator on agriculture.

If the Air Force delays construction of a new refueling tank-
er, a potentially important project for the Wichita economy, 
then supporters essentially can blame the Iraq war.

This nation has reached a point when it no longer can afford 
to spend to oblivion on its military when we have huge domes-
tic problems to solve. For that reason, the Obama administra-
tion is perfectly logical to suggest that a contract to build the 
new tanker be delayed by up to five years.

Yet the threat of delay had members of the Kansas congres-
sional delegation up in arms last week. Press release-dueling 
Reps. Todd Tiahrt and Jerry Moran — possible opponents for 
the U.S. Senate in 2010 — and Sen. Pat Roberts fired off state-
ments saying the new tanker was critical for the Air Force.

Roberts and Tiahrt sent a letter to Peter Orzsag, director of 
the Office of Management and Budget, inviting him to Wichita 
to ride in one of the existing, aging tankers. Moran wrote to the 
president himself.

The current tanker was first built during the Eisenhower 
administration, they said, and delaying a new version further 
would put flight crews at great risk....

Funny how Roberts, Tiahrt and Moran weren’t so worried 
about delays a year ago when they worked to scuttle a contract 
to build a new tanker because it wasn’t awarded to Boeing and 
wouldn’t have been built in part in Wichita.

Maybe a new refueling tanker is the nation’s No. 1 mili-
tary need, but it would be good to hear that from an objec-
tive source. We already know that a tanker contract to Boeing 
would be good for Kansas....

Come on. Let’s make real priorities.
Obviously, we must protect our nation’s defenses, and mili-

tary contracts can mean jobs, too. But at some point, the mili-
tary must take a back seat to critical domestic issues.

– The Hutchinson News, via The Associated Press

Don’t make farmers’ problems worse
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