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Dear Dr. Brothers: After years of scrimping and
saving, my wife and I just moved into our dream
house. Everything is picture-perfect, save for one
thing. It seems every time I enter my driveway,
my next-door neighbor has some different kind
of home-improvement project going on that in-
volves a great deal of garbage. It’s definitely not
improving the look of my home when his debris
blows over to my yard. I haven’t met him yet, and
don’t really want this to be the first thing we talk
about. How can I approach him without seeming
too confrontational? — J.N.

Dear J.N.: The trick to being a good neighbor
is getting off on the right foot. You’re right in not
wanting to make your first discussion with your
new neighbor a confrontational one. Anyone who
starts off any relationship with a negative -- es-
pecially with someone you will see frequently --
most likely will leave a first impression of being
a complainer. First impressions are always hard
to erase. You already think of the neighbor as
trashy!

Perhaps a good idea would be to engage your
next-door neighbor in some small talk at first.
Maybe next time you pull into the driveway, you
could roll down the window and ask him how his
project is coming along. That way, you can get a
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he’s generating -- or where it goes. But a small
reminder and a gentle nudge will make for years
of friendly neighboring.

Dear Dr. Brothers: For the past eight years, I've
been lucky enough to have a steady job writing
a weekly feature for my local paper. As a free-
lance writer, it’s rare for a job to last this long,
and I'm grateful to have the work. There’s just
one problem. The focus of my column is com-
munity happenings, and since I live in a really

most likely there are a couple thousand good ones
in a small town.
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mally, and South went down one.

At the other table, South also got to six spades
(undoubled), but made the slam. Here, too, the
ace of diamonds was led, but East discarded a
club on it. Declarer ruffed and led a spade, West
showing out.

South’s only chance now was a trump endplay,
which he proceeded to execute. He took the spade
ace, led a heart to the king and cashed four clubs,
discarding dummy’s four remaining diamonds.
Next he played three more rounds of hearts end-
ing in dummy, at which point dummy’s last three
cards were the K-10-8 of spades. The eight-of-
spades lead then left East without recourse.

Sylvia’s team thus gained 1,180 points on the
deal as the result of her trumping her partner’s
ace!
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