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Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 4/06

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 4/03

Famous Hand
This deal occurred in the match between Italy 

and the United States in the 1984 World Team 
Olympiad. When the U.S. held the North-South 
cards, the bidding went as shown. 

The Italian West chose to pass as dealer but, 
after South opened one notrump, overcalled with 
two clubs, indicating length in both major suits. 
North then went directly to three notrump, end-
ing the auction. 

West led a spade, won by South with the ten, 
and declarer (Paul Soloway) had to decide what to 
do next. Although attempting a diamond finesse 
seems the obvious thing to do, Soloway instead 
led the four of hearts at trick two. He realized that 
on the bidding a diamond finesse was likely to 
fail, and that if it did, a spade return would almost 
surely defeat the contract by allowing East-West 
to eventually score three spades, a diamond and 
a heart. 

Soloway’s reasoning was certainly sound, and 
the heart play left the Italians with no chance 
whatever of stopping the contract. After West 
followed low, declarer went up with the king, 
led a club to his ace and then lost the queen of 
diamonds to East’s king. The best the defenders 
could do was to cash three hearts, after which 
South had nine tricks consisting of two spades, a 
heart, four diamonds and two clubs for plus 600. 

It could be argued that Soloway was very lucky 
to find the hearts divided 4-4. But on a proba-
bilities basis, West was more likely to have been 
dealt only four hearts rather than five. Further-
more, if West had five hearts in addition to five 
spades and the diamond finesse lost, the contract 
couldn’t be made. 

When the Italian North-South pair played the 
same hand, they stopped at three diamonds, mak-
ing three, for a score of 110 points, so the U.S. 
gained 490 points -- 10 IMPs -- on the deal.

(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I run a small non-profit 
company in a college town. I have always had 
a large number of students who want to come in 
and work as an intern during the summers, which 
has worked out very well. But last week I had 
a call from the mother of one boy, asking for a 
job for him! I was so astounded that I’m afraid 
I didn’t have the presence of mind to tell her to 
have him call me himself. (Not that I would hire 
her son.) Can you shed any light on why a mom 
would do this? – T.H.

Dear T.H.: I can see that if self-confidence, ini-
tiative and maturity are part of your job descrip-
tion for interns your applicant would haven fallen 
short the minute his “helpful” mother picked up 
the phone. So-called helicopter parents all over 
have been unable to bow out gracefully after su-
pervising their children’s every move for years, 
and have taken to horning in on job interviews. 
But employers such as yourself are not buying 
it, and in many cases these parents have actually 
ruined any chance their kids had to get a job.

It’s really too bad that parents have taken it 
upon themselves to act this way. It keeps the 
students or graduates in a perpetual state of de-
pendency. But until they step up to the plate, 
these applicants will never be able to present 
themselves as adults who are ready for work, and 
that’s a shame. If this happens again, you will be 
doing the applicants a favor if you tell the parent 
straight out that such a call is not appropriate, and 
that the only way you consider anyone is to have 
the request come directly from him or her. Should 
you give these momma’s boys a chance? Maybe 
so ... especially if Mom is playing phone tag with 
you behind their innocent backs.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have been planning a 
move across the country, forced by my husband’s 
job problems. While I’ve always loved trying 
new places, now we have two little kids, and I 
find myself dreading the whole relocation thing. I 
don’t want to have to try to research communities 
and preschools, or any of it. I am lying awake at 
night in a panic. I don’t want to tell my husband, 
because he has enough problems. Help! – C.S.

Dear C.S.: It is perfectly normal to be scared 
to death, or just a bit nervous, before a big move 
across the country. Since you have moved around 
quite a bit already and haven’t experienced this 
before, I understand how it is worrisome to you. 
Are you becoming a wimp? Or just less flexible? 
You probably don’t realize how much stress there 
is behind a long-distance move. 

I think the key to all this is your changed sta-
tus of being a mother. Now you are responsible 
for the happiness of your children as well as your 
husband and yourself, or so you think. That’s a 
big burden, but it is one all mothers feel when 
they are about to uproot children and take them 
into the unknown. Know that your kids will ad-
just very quickly and, taking their cue from you, 
will think of the move as one big adventure.  

   (c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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