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Cryptoquip

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Dear Heloise: I have a dark stain inside the 
TOILET BOWL at the waterline. Any hints on 
removing it once and for all? – Barbara, Hous-
ton

It could be mold or mildew that forms, espe-
cially in humid conditions like Houston! One hint: 
Pour several cups of full-strength white or apple-
cider vinegar into the bowl. Let stand for five to 
10 minutes, then scrub and flush. Still there? Re-
move the water from the bowl (turn off the water 
valve to the tank and flush until the bowl is emp-
ty). Place toilet paper around the bowl, saturate 
with vinegar and let soak for a while, rewetting 
several times. Then, scrub with a plastic brush – 
do not use anything that will scratch.

If the stain remains, you may need to use a com-
mercial toilet-bowl cleaner. Some have warnings 
to use only on white fixtures, since they can etch 
the colored ones. Be sure to read the labels care-
fully. – Heloise

P.S.: Scrub the toilet daily, or as often as possi-
ble (just brush, you don’t need a cleaning agent), 
to help prevent buildup. It takes less than 30 sec-
onds.

SPARKLING-CLEAN BATHROOM
Dear Heloise: My bathroom stays sparkling 

clean because I clean it daily, and it’s easy. At 
night when I take a bubble bath, I lay a clean 
washcloth by the tub to wash the surface and fix-
tures. After I finish my nightly routine, that same 
washcloth is used to clean the vanity top. The 
next day, after I have done my morning routine 
and put on my makeup, I use a microfiber cloth to 
clean the vanity, fixtures and mirrors. It only takes 
a few minutes, and my bathroom is always clean 
and fresh. – Barbarann Mills, Manvel, Texas

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: To quickly identify my “same as 

everybody else’s” black luggage during air travel, 
I applied 1-inch-wide duct tape to my luggage in 
my own unique pattern. It was easily spotted on 
the carousel. – Norma Bolinger, Gentry, Ark.

CHANGING A BABY
Dear Heloise: I just wanted to say, I love your 

column. I read it in The Peterborough Examiner 
in Canada. 

As a mother of three, I am always trying to save 
time. One helpful hint is when I am changing the 
baby, she often tries to toss and turn and pull at 
the changing-pad cover. I use a pillowcase on the 
changing pad and sometimes throw an old burp 
pad on top. Instead of changing the pillowcase, I 
would launder the old burp pad (or old receiving 
blanket). – Page, Peterborough, Ontario, Canada
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Vinegar helps
clean stains
in toilet bowls
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Bidding Quiz
1. Redouble. Action over a takeout double usu-

ally takes one of three forms. A pass normally 
indicates a poor hand, or one where there is no 
particularly good reason to bid; bidding a new 
suit shows a hand between five and nine high-
card points where it seems desirable to mention 
the suit; a redouble announces a hand containing 
at least 10 high-card points.

 The redouble says nothing about the distribu-
tional nature of the responder’s hand. The redou-
bler may or may not have support for opener’s 
suit. One possibility is that the best result may be 
achieved by doubling the opponents when they 
remove the redouble to another contract.

For this reason, the opening bidder usually 
passes at his next turn to allow the redoubler the 
opportunity to double whatever suit the oppo-
nents name. In the given case, you plan to double 
either one heart or one spade at your next turn, 
and to bid two spades (forcing) if the opposition 
bids clubs.

2. One notrump. Unless you apprise partner of 
your high-card strength and balanced distribu-
tion at this point, it may become awkward later 
on for you to enter the bidding conveniently. One 
notrump informs partner that you have scattered 
values so that he may continue to compete as his 
hand dictates. The notrump bid over the double 
shows six to nine high-card points.

3. One heart. Counting distribution, your hand 
is surely worth 10 points, but distributional points 
are not included in a redouble. As regards which 
suit to bid, it is much more advisable to bid hearts 
now and show your diamond support later, since 
you would prefer to end up in hearts if partner 
can support that suit.

Then too, given your shortness in the black 
suits, the bidding is likely to become very spir-
ited, and your side will be better placed if you 
get your heart suit in now before supporting dia-
monds later (if partner does not support hearts).

4. Pass. There is no need to panic because of 
your singleton diamond. The odds are great that 
the next player will respond to his partner’s dou-
ble by bidding a suit or one notrump. Even if he 
passes instead, expecting to defeat one diamond 
doubled, your partner still has a chance to rescue 
himself if he is unhappy with that contract.

A one-notrump bid would be incorrect, as it 
would serve to rescue the opposition, who are 
likely to wind up playing in one of your four-card 
suits.
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Bridge • Steve Becker
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