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Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Famous Hand
Once upon a time – and this is no fairy tale 

– Easley Blackwood, inventor of the Blackwood 
Convention, was playing in a pair championship 
when two awestruck and nervous novices came 
to his table and played this deal against him.

Blackwood got to four spades, and the player 
on his left led a diamond (the king of hearts would 
have been a more inspired lead). Blackwood won 
the diamond with the nine and returned the club 
deuce. West followed low, and dummy’s queen 
won the trick. South then discarded the king of 
clubs on the ace of hearts and returned a trump.

Ordinarily, declarer would finesse in this situ-
ation, but Blackwood reasoned that, having al-
ready “stolen” two tricks in the play, it was wis-
er to cash the A-K to avert a possible diamond 
ruff. This turned out exceptionally well when he 
caught West’s queen to pick up yet another trick.

Still not satisfied, Blackwood played four more 
rounds of trumps, producing this position:

North
[H] J 7
[D] A 7
West 
[H] K  
[D] Q 10 8 
East
[C] J 10 9 8  
South
[S] 4
[D] K J 2
Blackwood now led his last trump, and poor 

West, who could not spare the king of hearts, 
discarded a diamond. Blackwood thereupon dis-
carded a heart from dummy and cashed the A-K-J 
of diamonds to finish with all 13 tricks.

As the two newcomers were leaving the table, 
West turned to his partner and said, “You see, 
Charlie, it’s just like I told you. Even the experts 
don’t bid all their slams.”

(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My boyfriend seems to be 
acting like a time bomb. I can’t really enjoy go-
ing places with him because I never know what’s 
going to set him off. It could be the service at the 
restaurant, the menu choices or where we sit – 
things I wouldn’t even give a second thought to 
seem to be so important to him that he launches 
into a 15-minute angry monologue. It seems the 
only time he’s happy is when he is complaining. 
I’ve tried letting him choose where we go, but 
that doesn’t seem to work, either. What should I 
do? – C.N.

Dear C.N.: Perpetually not knowing what to 
expect from your significant other can lead to all 
kinds of anxiety. It’s no doubt difficult to relax 
and have a good time when the mood of the per-
son sitting across from you at dinner changes so 
drastically. But your boyfriend’s angry reactions 
most likely are based in something deeper than 
your choice of restaurant. What you have to de-
cide is whether it’s worth trying to find out what’s 
really bothering him.

You might have to face up to some hard truths. 
It’s possible that in launching into angry tirades, 
your boyfriend is either consciously or subcon-
sciously trying to tell you that he’s unhappy with 
your relationship. He might be looking to you to 
initiate a breakup. You have to ask yourself just 
how many more times you can sit through one 
of his angry rants waiting for him to cool down. 
Is there a limit? Do you think he’ll be happier 
someday, and if so, why? You may save yourself 
a lot of heartbreak in the future by simply real-
izing that you two are not a good fit. If his unpre-
dictable behavior makes you anxious all the time, 
then what’s the point? Life’s too short to be spent 
waiting for the volcano to blow. 

Dear Dr. Brothers: When I first moved to my 
new house, I signed up for the neighborhood e-
mail newsletter. It seemed like a good idea at 
first. It was nice to find out about different events 
going on in the community. But now the list has 
gone way off topic. I receive at least eight mails 
a day with inane subject lines, like “School’s in 
– watch out for the kids!” and “Remember to set 
your clocks back.” It seems the woman who runs 
the list has nothing better to do. How can I ask to 
be removed and still be a good neighbor? – T.H.

Dear T.H.: Before you hit the “send” button on 
that unsubscribe request, you may want to con-
sider a few points. What do you think changed 
the focus of the newsletter? Is a different person 
running it, or is there simply nothing going on in 
your community at the present time? The great 
thing about the Internet is that it allows you to 
send as well as receive. You can let your thoughts 
be known by hitting “reply all” so the whole 
neighborhood can know.

With the Internet, we no longer have to be dis-
content members of an audience. Instead of com-
plaining, if we care enough about something, we 
can change it. 

                          (c) 2009 by King Features 
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