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Baby Blues ° Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

T FOUND A SPIDER
IN THE BATHROOM
SINK, BUT DON'T
WorRy. T Took
CARE OF IT. /

YOU HANDLED 1T? T THOUGHT
\oU WERE AFRAID OF $Pipges.
—

wWww. babyblves.com

BUT THIS MosTLy \  HAS
TIME T FIRMLY. / ANYBODY
MANOLED THE |~ (/ SEeN THE
SITUATION /“ ) -

(AW, BUT
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

I FEEL LIKE
I COULD LICK
THE WORLD
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YOU'LL HAVE
ToWAIT
YOUR TURN

VAST, UNTAPPED
POTENTIAL

YOUR VAST, UNTAPPED
POTENTIAL FOR
DOING WHAT?

www.Blondie.com

THAT'S THE PART
[ HAVEN'T FIGURED
OUT YET

THATS A NEW
RECIPE I JusT
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
(HIL, DO YOU HAVE A TWITTER ACCOUNT2

UM...PEOPLE OVER 40

SIMPSON.,
YOU'RE FIRED,
CANNED,

DISCHARGED
DOWNSIZED,
SACKED..,

(RELAx, I'M NOT GETTING ON TWITTER.

AREN'T ALOWED 0 § ,
60 ON TWITTER! $ F\ OH, THEN YEAH. BRAG ABOUT
- IT'S SOME KINDA g YOU ALWAYS. MY SUBSCRIBERS
W) N TECHNO-LAW! g - THINK YOU'RE SOME KIND J
L N . 3 / . OF 6OD.
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HEY! HEQ! I SAY IT'S CALLED
WHAT 15 "HIDHE ﬁND GO seeKR"!
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c "GLYS ARE 1DI0TS"
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Zits * Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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" |Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

‘ 7 Comics CFP 4-30-09.indd 1

Class clown says
time to sober up

Dear Dr. Brothers: Since I was young, I've
always been funny. I’ve been the class clown, the
office cut-up, the person everyone would look to
at a party for a joke or two. But lately, laughter
is the last thing on my mind, as I’ve been go-
ing through some hard times. Every time I don’t
feel like being funny, my friends ask me what’s
wrong. I'm sick of having the pressure to always
be the comedian. What should I do? - L.G.

Dear L.G.: It must be agonizing to feel like
you always have to be the funny one, but you
need to realize that the pressure is self-inflicted.
No one really expects you to be “on” 24 hours a
day. You’re not disappointing your friends by not
always cracking them up. You may be misinter-
preting their concern when they ask you what’s
wrong; they might not be looking for a quick
laugh, but rather insight into what’s bugging you.
Remember that friendship is a two-way street.

You seem to have cast yourself in the rigid role
of perpetual comedian. It’s possible that events
in your childhood contributed to your behavior
today. Too often, children of broken homes or
alcoholic parents feel the need to avoid conflict
and make things better by lightening up the situ-
ation with a joke. They may carry this perceived
burden of being the merrymaker into adulthood,
feeling the need and the responsibility to put ev-
eryone at ease. You need to start to realize that
the problem is not with the expectations of your
friends, but with what you expect from yourself.
Give your friends a little more credit, and stop
treating them as an audience. You’ll be fine once
you realize you don’t always have to be a clown.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: I hate going to the doc-
tor. I get so nervous that my pulse races, turning
me into a basket case. That might have been why
my blood pressure was sky-high when the doc
checked it. To make sure I really don’t have high
blood pressure, my doctor suggested I check it
while not in his office. But this freaks me out too!
I feel hopeless — am I doomed to never break this
circle of anxiety? — C.F.

Dear C.F.: If there’s one thing that anxiety
craves more than anything else, it’s more anxiety.
When one troublesome thought is extinguished, a
new one ignites immediately. It’s like your worst
nightmare has come to pass. The underlying rea-
son why you get so nervous when you go to the
doctor — you’re afraid there’s something really
wrong with you — has now been confirmed. And
not knowing if your anxiety made your blood
pressure rise in the first place can be frustrating.
You need to find an exit off the stress highway.

There are worse things in the world than being
diagnosed with high blood pressure. Any doctor
will tell you that with advances in medicine, a
healthy diet and exercise, high blood pressure
easily can be controlled. But first we have to al-
low ourselves to be treated. Take your doctor’s
advice and monitor your blood pressure away
from his office. If the results are high, look at it as
a lucky break that you caught it in time to treat.
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Bridge e steve Becker

Fast dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
NORTH
Q10852
¥Jj982
*AQ6
»6
WEST
*96
YQ1054
*7
$1098742
SOUTH
SM#AKIT743
YAK
852
QI
The bidding:
East South
1e Dble
S 56
Opening lead — seven of diamonds.

EAST

»

Y763
¢KJ10943
dPAKS3

West North
2% kK J

Turning Defeat Into Victory

It is not uncommon for declarer to be playing
in a contract where he appears to have bitten off
more than he can chew. In many cases, declarer
can do nothing to salvage such contracts, but
there are some occasions where careful play can
turn apparent defeat into victory.

Here is such a case. South is playing five
spades, and West leads his singleton diamond.
Declarer sees that his probable losers are two dia-
monds and a club, but he also notes that if either
opponent was dealt three hearts to the queen, he
can develop a trick by ruffing one of dummy’s
hearts and so make the contract.

Accordingly, he wins the opening lead with the
ace of diamonds, cashes the A-K of spades and
A-K of hearts, then enters dummy with a trump
to lead the nine of hearts and ruff it.

The queen does not fall, but he is not yet com-
pletely out of ammunition. He still has another
chance to make the contract, and it costs him
nothing to try. So at this point he leads the jack
of clubs.

As the cards lie, East wins the club with the
king and makes the best defensive play of con-
tinuing with the ace. Declarer ruffs in dummy
and plays the jack of hearts, on which East shows
out.

South takes advantage of this favorable devel-
opment by discarding one of his diamond losers
on the jack of hearts. Declarer can afford to make
this play, since he has two diamond losers in any
case, but, more importantly, it gives him the op-
portunity to make the contract if East started with
six diamonds.

Sure enough, West, upon winning the heart
with the queen, has no choice but to return a club.
Declarer ruffs in dummy while discarding his re-
maining diamond, and the contract is home.
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Family Circus e Bil Keane
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“They don’t bite or sting. They
just flutter.”

Conceptis Sudoku e Dave Green
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This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-

=N

ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich

each row, column and 3x3

regionmust contain only one

5
3
9
6
7
4
2
8

instance of each numeral.
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Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip

QM Q JQPZAI RW CAXWBA U

BABCAE WM U

[QPPAVRQVT

TEWNO, Q TNAPP Q'I JUVR U

OQAXA WM RZA MUXRQWYV.

Yesterday

s

Cryptoquip:

THIS

ITALIAN

RESTAURANT OFFERS EXTREMELY INEXPENSIVE
MEALS. YOU MIGHT EVEN GET PENNY PASTA.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals I

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 36 Doctrine  DOWN 23 Good
1 From 37 Charon’'s 1 Rudi- place to
square river ments geta
one 38 Ark 2 Spruce date
5 Orsk’s contents 3 Sicilian 24 That guy
river 40 Apr., e.g. spouter 25 Tramcar
9 Bumped 41 Verify 4 Shoe contents
into 43 Motion with a 26 Ele-
12 — noire picture triangular phant’s
13 Narc’s industry sole ancestor
measure 47 Disen- 5 Mando- 27 — Minor
14 Skilled cumber lins’ 29 One or
fighter 48 Complete kin more
pilot views 6 Edge 30 Main
15 February 51 Commo- 7 Carte ingredient
2 tion intro in lipstick
17 That lass 52 Wreck 8 Also-ran 35 Car-pool-
18 Puts on 53 Stop- 9 “Le Cid” lane
a show watch composer abbr.
19 Salts noise 10 Musical 37 Beetho-
town 54 Chaps come- ven
21 Ego 55 Look back piece
counter- lecher- 11 Abound 39 Copy
part ously 16 Opened 40 “Bei —
22 Binge 56 Belliger- 20 Cribbage Bist du
24 Base ent scorer Schoén”
runner’s deity 22 Huge hit 41 Baby
goal carriage
27 “1 — Solution time: 25 mins. 42 Carnival
Camera” J[AIR attraction
28 Rodents AINIE| 43 Traffic
do it e pylon
31 Play- s 44 Eastern
wright T 1[T[E potentate
Levin AlS R|A|G| 45 Pepper
32 Folk- Hr DLUIO spray
song E\/Lv g n 46 Requests
mule Alx1 L F 49 Summer-
33 Bambi’s [G[E[N]E R time
aunt E[N[D|S o mo.
34 Network Yesterday’s answer 4-30 50 Zero
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