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Welcome to colby!

Goodyear takes you home on tires for 
     your car, light truck or RV.

• Brakes
• Shocks & Struts
• Alignments

• Tune-Ups
• Balancing
• Oil & Lube

• “PIT STOP” on-the-farm TIRE SERVICE •

319 E. Front  -  OAKLEY
785-672-3217 or 800-371-4051

1170 S. Co. Club Drive  -  COLBY
785-462-2100 or 800-261-2566

And

• HEATED INDOOR POOL •

Great Location Close to 
Shops and Eating!! 

Quality Inn’s 
El Dos De Oros 

Restaurant has a Full Bar.

1950 S. Range  •  Colby, KS  •  785-462-3933

El Dose 
de Oros

 a 
  taste 
     with 
        tradition!

Massacre site 
tells tragic tale
By Sharon Corcoran

slcorcoran@nwkansas.com
Visitors can get a glimpse of what the open 

prairie pioneers moved to in the 1860s looked 
like and view the site of a tragic and bloody 
massacre nearly 142 years ago in Sherman 
County.

The Kidder Massacre site northeast of 
Goodland is marked with silhouettes of a cav-
alryman with a gun and an Indian on a horse, 
shadows of the battle that prevented Lt. Ly-
man S. Kidder and his men from delivering 
messages from Gen. William T. Sherman to 
Lt. Col. George Custer in July 1867.

A Goodland man fashioned life-sized sil-
houettes out of metal for the Historic Preser-
vation Alliance, a group that had wanted to 
add a visual element to the site for over 10 
years.

Lloyd Harden of rural Sherman County 
finished the silhouettes in spring 2003, said 
Marilyn Cooper, a member of the alliance and 
a Kidder historian, but they were not put up 
until a committee chose just the right spot in 
August.

The site is north of Edson on County Road 
28, where a memorial marker flags drivers at 

the corner of road 77. The silhouettes, 1 1/2 
miles east of the marker on the north side, are 
best viewed with binoculars, since they are 
over 100 yards from the road.

To reach the site from I-70, take exit 27 at 
Edson to old U.S. 24 and go west about one 
mile to County Road 28 and turn right (north) 
and go about 12 miles. The marker is on the 
east side of the gravel road just south of Bea-
ver Creek.

There are no services at Edson. To stop for 
food, gas or lodging, take Exit 17 at Goodland. 
Services at Exit 17 are along K-27, which in-
tersects with U.S. Business 24 north of the 
Interstate. To get to the site, take U.S. Busi-
ness 24 east to the edge of Goodland, where 
it curves to go back south to the Interstate. At 
the curve, turn onto old U.S. 24 heading east 
and continue for about eight miles and turn 
left (north) on County Road 28.

One of the most important campaigns for 
the post-Civil war army was to put an end to 
the atrocities committed by plains Indians, 
specifically in Colorado, Kansas and Nebras-
ka.

SHARON CORCORAN/The Goodland Star-News
A memorial marker flags drivers at the corner of County Road 28 and road 77 about 
12 miles north of Edson. The site of the Kidder Massacre is about 1 1/2 miles east of 
the marker on the north side and is marked by metal silhouettes of a cavalryman with 
a gun and an Indian on a horse. which are best viewed with binoculars, since they are 
over 100 yards from the road.See “Kidder,” Page 11
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