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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott = Family Circus e Bil Keane
MOM! HamMie / T THINK WE WHAT MAKES WELL, FOR ONE THING, \T WAPPENED ' \ .
N HURT HIS FooT! werr wve youtne i )|l et AP v sap v | B = |Heloise
= STeReD O STEP ON TUIS PIECE OF GLAGS." e
R i > “§ ® Hints from
| Heloise

Furnace filters
help stop sneezes

Dear Heloise: I just wanted to say thanks for

@ 7009, BABH BLUES PARINERSUIP  L5T- Oof NG FEATURES SYMOICATE 5=/

www.babyblues.cony

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker the article on CHANGING FURNACE FIL-
- TERS. Coincidentally, several of my friends

WHAT ARE YOU PLATO SAID BUT IT6 3:00IN I WANTED TO . . ) .
DOING OUT HERE, THERE'S GOING THE AFTERNOON MAKE SURE I GOT have brought up things like fuel bills or sneezing

hatever in our recent conversations. I asked
00D SEAT or wh . .
AG S them if they change their furnace filters regularly, 525 ki fesuroc syna.

www.familycircus.com

ZERO? TO BE A METEOR

SHOWER TONIGHT

and they just gave me this look like “What?” So ) \
I proceeded to tell them exactly what you said in “No, but if Mom my was here I'd
your column. really cry up a storm.”

I have seasonal allergies, asthma and three
house cats. I also change my furnace filters o
monthly. I write “FF” on the first Saturday of conceptls sudOku ® Dave Green
each month to remind me, and it’s embarrassing
& how dirty the filters get! When they go on sale,
WALKER I buy 12 at a time to last me all year. And yes,
the furnace runs much more efficiently that way.
I also cough and sneeze much less!

I tell my friends that if they can’t remember
| ( WHEN I'M DONE, ['M KINDA GLAD [ GREW UP IN THE when they last changed the filter, then it’s time to

[ TEXT EVERYONE — HANDS-FREE do so. One can also write the date on the side of

GENERATION! the filter — that way, you can keep track better.
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TEXT 'N' SEEK, MR. B.!

I COLNT TO TEN ON < 8 ¥ g Those furnace filters are like the carpet. Be- 8 2
I : sides vacuuming regularly, I clean the carpets 4 2 6
| | every three to four months. I don’t always use
carpet cleaner — just hot water sometimes — and 2 6 7
4 8

the carpets smell so much fresher and soften up
nicely. I’ve found it to be just as important as the
filter when it comes to my allergies and asthma. —
————— [ 3 Joan Hoppe, Bloomfield, Neb.

How right you are! Indoor pollution from dirty ~Difficulty Level % % % % 3/01
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filters and all of the “stuff” we bring in on shoes 7. 100i based . [5T6/2[8/1 /71913
can cause a lot of health problems. Walk-off mats b er;lasl(lzscngeiltcpu?;li. u 718l9l574 3|16
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne by eaIc:{hldgor will cut down on dirt being tracked 7, goal is to enter a num- 2 1 ;1 ? g g 7 2
in. — Heloise . : . 7 5
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SOMANY WEAPONS 2 [ TO PROTECT GoING TO / BE T0O Heloise regionmustcontainonlyone o101 8129
, MYSBELF / THE DENTIST CAREFUL P.O. Box 795000 instance of each numeral, g 2 ; g g 5 2 :
3 San.Antonlo, TX 78279-5000 The solution to the last |1 61792145
Fax: 210-HELOISE Sudoku puzzle is at right. iy Level 4k % '

E-mail: Heloise(at)Heloise.com
TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: I never could find a luggage tag °
that I liked, so I made my own and saved some cryptoqulp
money in the process. I bought a package of lam-
inating pouches, printed my important informa-
tion from the computer on brightly colored paper,

then used an iron to seal the pouch. I now have a MLGZL ZI Q UFPR GK SIKF

one-of-a-kind luggage tag that makes it easier to

Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters identify in a sea of black luggage. — T.C., Pearl-

7 . - m— and, Texas
S S 51 , | ——— SII VERWARE TRAYS FLGZXYR TITQYOFDA MGFL EGW
iy t‘})""")"": 6V|N AEKEgFéA{'L Dei?r Ijjelqi;e: Thlils ha?fhlelped lI]ne té) gt;t mo.rle
= L - organized with small stuff. I purchased a few sil-
verware trays an em with earrings, bracelets EYOZX EGPAK{) G GSOWGUD @
ANCHOVIES. and necktlages, a(rjl(g1 ltllfc}aly are rgalatly orga’n?zed!l t
cie. 1 piacs the rays i soumle of drwers md GE LOK FI ED ZPIMOEGO.
now know where items are. — Marjorie Hill, Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF T WISHED TO
porsmouth, N . e MUG BECOME A MEMBER OF A DISSENTING GROUP, I
Dear Heloise: Just a quick hint on cleaning the GUESS I'D WANT A PIECE OF THE FACTION.

inside of stained coffee mugs: Put a little bleach in ) : .
the mug and fill it with water. Let it soak several TOday S Cryptoqmp Clue: L equals i

hours, and presto -- all the stains disappear. Wash

as usual, and you’re ready for the next morning’s P
DO - YOU REALIZE I'M NOT DISCUSSING OUR, cup o’joe. — Revonda Stroud, Colorado Springs, Crossword e Eugene Sheffer
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é‘i ] though partner had the opportunity to bid and 2¢ Sjred party 23 Places 39 “Real
ii _."//-i;, didn’t. Your hand is much too good to give up 29 Visibility L . Time”
32: %10 without a fight, since you have considerably hindrance  Solution time: 25 mins. moderator
] more strength than was implied by the first dou- 30 Galena, [a w[E[T] 42 Punch
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts ble. It is better to ask partner to choose the suit 31 Ea?r g g ﬁ E 43 /é\rac;rlif:;
\ by doubling again than it is to blindly bid three related S slolvl 44 Plumbing
ﬂ’?éﬁ?? :g‘c);: é’;;’;"‘r":'i hearts or three spades in the hope of finding part- 32 Induige in il %ﬁ problem
805 AND THINKING ner with support for that suit. Furthermore, there pugilism  =ta1a =N 45 La-la
ABOUT AN OLD GIRL- | is a chance that clubs may turn out to be the best 33 Check EE TIv[x preceder
FRIEND FRoM HIGH place to play the hand. 34 E)ar_lgodef A 46 g he
) S SCHOOL? JoRicks Gof 2. Four spades. The jump to four spades tells 52 Tjssgm?s — S Wﬁ;’;”
i partner that even thqugh his spade response may medium _ [A[D[o 1Ic[K| 47 Subma-
¢ be based on only six points and four mediocre 36 Stickup ~ MLEIN RIE|S chine gun
e spades, a game in spades is highly probable. By job Yesterday’s answer 5-1 49 Greek X
E inference, therefore, the qup.promises at least [ T2 5 6 |7 8 1o Tio i1
H 20 points, including distributional values. The
A four-spade bid thus constitutes an indirect slam |2 14
& try, and is not a closeout bid, as some might mis- [75 17

takenly think.
3. Five clubs. Having indicated five hearts and |8

Zits * Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott four spades already, you should now show your -i

) excellent club support and additional strength by
MOM’U CANICOTOA fEAH, TVE BEEN ABOUT A TLL CET M KEXS, jumping to five of that suit. It would be wrong to |26 [27 (28
Mo V[E WITH Dy /NG OsE MINUTE MISTER DELAED- bid three notrump, which would be correct if the 3

GRATIFICATION.

HECTOR? THISMOVIESINCE
THEMINUTE

HEARD ABONT IT!

queen of clubs were, say, the queen of diamonds.
As it is, though, the queen of clubs is probably [34
the difference between making a slam and just
a game.

4. Pass. You should accept partner’s judgment
that notrump is the best spot. He knows you were
angling for a suit contract when you doubled, and
it would be wrong to start groping around now in
hopes of finding a better place to play.
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