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Young teen tries
to hide intellect

Dear Dr. Brothers: I'm concerned about the

Beetle Balley ® Mort Walker way my 13-year-old daughter is acting lately.
She’s an intelligent girl who has always excelled
GCEA'.!'A'?IZZV?\A%PI\:\/P'ISER — in school. As a younger child, she was always the 5-7
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first to participate in science fairs, spelling bees, o200 sikeane, o
Dist. by King Features Synd.

I etc. But now that she is starting to hang around  www.familycircus.com
KIS R RS — with a group who are less interested in academics
sz

90550 1%%0%% % - -
““’:" ;L’ i3 - and more interested in each other, from what 1“1 gotta give your reading of thgt story
& can tell — she has started acting “dumb.” How can a rave review, Grandma.

I persuade her to be her smart self? — C.S.

@ Dear C.S.: Your daughter is at an age when it Conceptis sud.0k:u e Dave Green
S

is perfectly natural that she turn her attention to
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& the} opposite sex and deve?lop.somfe new frlepd- 8 2 7 1
C QC{'J:_D) % sh1p§. Th'IS is also a’crumal time in Qeveloplng
= = her identity and finding a path that is comfort- 5
able. She has already mastered the “smart girl”
role, and she may be experimenting with the “fun 1 5 4
girl,” or other less-serious role. Even in this day
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and age, some girls are not proud of their intel- 2 7 3
lect, and will hide or deny it. “Acting dumb” may
be part of this effort to leave behind the child- 3 9 5 2

served

FALL WHERE THEY &° 5 hood image and try on a more popular one. 4 9 8
7 g ('/‘ I can see why you are worried — a “dumb” pose
g . can carry over into schoolwork, grades, attitudes 5 8 9

toward higher education, and choice of friends
and values. What you don’t want to happen is to 7
have her actually become dumb and accept lower
standards in all these areas of her life. Unfortu- 1 4|5
nately, she’s also at an age when passively ac-
cepting your ideas probably is not likely. Perhaps
you can help her channel her talents and intellect 7y /¢ o logic-based num-
into some activities outside of school, and ease
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne up a bit on her image problem until you see if it be};l[;lg gZZi?;peZiii —
really is going to be a problem for her. She may
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ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.
The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right. piffculy L

Yol JUST HAVE tire of this crowd sooner than you can imagine.
YOUR DAY, To GET USED TO If she persists and becomes “dumb and dumber,”
HAGAR 2 THIS ECONOMY some intelligent conversation might fit the bill.
Dear Dr. Brothers: My little boy has devel-
oped a bad habit. He is a liar! Hardly a day goes
by that he doesn’t tell a little white lie, or a big
one. Of course, since he is only 8 years old, it

' g is pretty easy to see through his fabrications. He Cryptoquip

expects his father and me to play along with what
1§ N he is saying. We have punished him. But he then
tells an even bigger fib. What now? — A.A.

Dear A.A.: Your child may be trying to find

some boundaries, and testing you to see just how
. ° . far he can go. But my suspicion is that he may be EGZZNEHL] ENFV KNHLVM
Mother Goose and Grimm °® Mike Peters

testing your ability to pay attention and respond
| >~

Iy P ; > , p///fd to him. Sometimes when children don’t have the
‘ ,, 7~ SORRY IM ) ‘ FNLVU OWE SVKNFHLJ TVWXXU

parental focus they need, they will up the ante by

\ ; : becoming more “attention-worthy.” In his case,
LATE'I @OTLOST and at his age, this means telling a fib. When he

@ ,‘\j“"“ ‘ . ONA CLOVERLEAF is older, he could become a daredevil, a rebel or D Q TVWDVLVM ) ONGXM D Q WD @
Y |\ y - n ; a substance abuser. So, giving him some more at-
} tention now might be the best thing you can do.

You might want to have a chat with his teach- SV VLMWLJVTVM EZVKHV?
er ;0 Tee i’lf( t_his bad habit lils iﬁterﬁeringl withr) hOis Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF PEOPLE WERE TO
schoolwork in any way. Is he the class clown’ Oy FAVORABLY IN' FAST SUCCESSION, 1

does he use tall tales in order to make excuses?

But you also might want to consider what harm SUPPOSE IT WOULD BE RAPID AYE MOVEMENT.

is done by calling your son a liar. It sounds as ) : .
though, perhaps, he may just have a great imagi- TOday . CI'}’p[O(]lllp Clue: 0 equals W

Sally Forth ° Greg Howard nati?n. Toda){’s tall-talq teller coqld be tomor-
(WHAT'S AN "REM FIRST, [T'S 'REO." AND SECOND row’s comedian, novelist, playwright or other Crossword e Fugene Sheffer
SALLY’S GUIDE TO WHAT'S / EM. , . ,

OKAY, GOOD NEWS, : I
BECAUSE IT'S FUN...AND FREE. 1 REP:‘EMBERED THé creative person. In any case, encouragement and
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SUMMER FUN SPEEDWAGON' direction — not punishment — should be the order ACROSS 32 Gravy, on 53 Honey 11 Sleep
CJ,\II\DIT“I\;GHYSAREHOQWERS {i POTBAADT%ESV%?D' of the day. Your son may feel less of a need to 1 Dodfight a French bunch? phenom
#4: ATTEND AN l X A I FORGOT THE  entertain you with falsehoods if he senses more partici- menu 54 Bond, 19 lllustra-
OUTDOOR CONCERT pants 33 Challenge for one tions

FORKS, DRINKS ~ acceptance of who he is.

\ . . 5 Energy 34 Announc- 55 Fist (SI.) 21 Remnant
e N\ll-%ON[;JYPOLJg,ER (c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate g |~y = or Pardo 23 Aligned

"peaseses SJuGy PLOM "OU| ‘SIBOIPUAS suniee- Bup)

his lower spade, the jack, at trick three to indicate |50
a preference for clubs. 53
(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

7 WE'LL HAVE TO . neighbor- 35 Payable DOWN 24 Huck’s
ﬂ: USE THE BLANKET Bndge ® Steve Becker hood 36 Tend the 1 Hathaway transport
- AS A COMMUNITY 12 Ancient turkey or Heche 25 Eyelid
St Wi N e
_# M4 ﬁw anORTH room 40 Sty cry on the workers
‘.«igﬂézm YK pseudo- 41 Inventor’s map? 27 “— ben
QLS nym insurance 4 Hone Adhem”
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts JVEST o EAST 14 Wheel- a5 Walk 5 Everyday 28 Clear
2 ase uneven writin sou
A A A A GESUNDMEIT. :8A7734 :9K(§)5 32 terminus 47 Id coun-y 6 A billign 32 Poli?icos’
WHAT? HAIKUL WHAT? JHA1-K U] | Now, WHAT ARE vou ISEE #8514 15 Houston terpart years trips
Cose \ﬂN_G?W/ . /5\(;[]4 TH " 3c'ron(3j/mt 49 'I[_hargest of 7 E)iminu- 33 Treacher-
A HAIKU vQI108 oined a e seven ive ous one
A 642 the hip 50 Wile E.’s ones 35 Lair
& &) Q@) The biddmg‘f’* KQ 17 Couple, in  supplier 8 Water 36 Support
o 1‘535‘ ?%,%h ;Vest §0Nr{h a gl;ossip 51 Wage, o nMymph of g
ass ass 3 column earner’s axi- so
c!_‘;; d) < é} % Opening lead — two of spades. 18 Crowd burden mums 38 They're
= Steppingstone to Good Defense scene 52 Poolroom 10 PLab <|:3all|ng
, 2 Q AN ~ Good players hate guessing situations and do 20 g(;[g:ts prop oraer Bg;ny
$ everything they can to avoid them. Whenever 22 Pseudo- Solution time: 25 mins. 39 Strong
SE 0 o, | POssible, they choose a method of play that elimi- claimants r SEE MBEE adhesive
nates guesswork while at the same time assuring to the o|T|! SrA | Rq 42 Birthright
. e T the best result. throne vTv i T ? S N (T) T t g : § K barterer
Zits Jim Borgman & JePPy Scott For example, take this deal where West leads 26 Diamond [ofLC To[T[A[sEloleE[e| 43 Shaving
his fourth-best spade against three notrump. side R|G[O PI1[C]A misha
/MOM‘-?\—/THERE/G SOMETHNG ~BUT' I WELL I LIKE TOTHINK Declarer ducks Egst’s qu%ten as well as the tg)n 29 Scarlet AT S 44 S”atCE
TREALY NEED TO PROBABLY WONT. PLATED, OF THESE LITTLE continuation. East then leads the nine, on which 30 Wrestling g . Bloja| 49 Retriever
TALKTOYOU MOMENTS ASVACCINES South plays the ace and West the king. surface PIBJUIRIN type
Decl leads a diamond to the ten, los- 31 Black, to T]AINGIOf 46 Lemieux
_oecharer now lond to 10 Brown- EID D' milieu
5 ing to the king, and East at this point must choose ing? D[E[T 48 Diastema
H whether to return a heart or a club. If he guesses
£ wrong, South makes the contract, scoring four F—p—3 T EE]
g clubs, four diamonds and a spade to finish with
nine tricks. But if East returns a heart, South goes |12
E down one, losing three spades, a diamond and the 5
ace of hearts.
5 East’s problem is not really a matter of guess- |18 -
work; he should automatically return a heart. He o4 125
goes back to the play at trick three when West,
PIDYOUKNOW holding the K-J of spades, played the king on de- [26 (27 |28
gOU GUL(QA!ZE? clarer’s ace, rather than the jack. 3
T OF PEP5I? The king play is a form of suit-preference sig-
. nal. Since the K-J are equal in value at that point, |34
i West signals with the higher card to show that his |57
entry card lies in the higher- ranking side suit (as
g between hearts and clubs). 40 43 |44
g Had West held either the ace or king of clubs [45 |46
ﬁ instead of the ace of hearts, he would have played
8
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