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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Steppingstone to Good Defense
Good players hate guessing situations and do 

everything they can to avoid them. Whenever 
possible, they choose a method of play that elimi-
nates guesswork while at the same time assuring 
the best result.

For example, take this deal where West leads 
his fourth-best spade against three notrump. 
Declarer ducks East’s queen as well as the ten 
continuation. East then leads the nine, on which 
South plays the ace and West the king.

Declarer now leads a diamond to the ten, los-
ing to the king, and East at this point must choose 
whether to return a heart or a club. If he guesses 
wrong, South makes the contract, scoring four 
clubs, four diamonds and a spade to finish with 
nine tricks. But if East returns a heart, South goes 
down one, losing three spades, a diamond and the 
ace of hearts.

East’s problem is not really a matter of guess-
work; he should automatically return a heart. He 
goes back to the play at trick three when West, 
holding the K-J of spades, played the king on de-
clarer’s ace, rather than the jack.

The king play is a form of suit-preference sig-
nal. Since the K-J are equal in value at that point, 
West signals with the higher card to show that his 
entry card lies in the higher-  ranking side suit (as 
between hearts and clubs).

 Had West held either the ace or king of clubs 
instead of the ace of hearts, he would have played 
his lower spade, the jack, at trick three to indicate 
a preference for clubs.

(c)2009 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I’m concerned about the 
way my 13-year-old daughter is acting lately. 
She’s an intelligent girl who has always excelled 
in school. As a younger child, she was always the 
first to participate in science fairs, spelling bees, 
etc. But now that she is starting to hang around 
with a group who are less interested in academics 
– and more interested in each other, from what I 
can tell – she has started acting “dumb.” How can 
I persuade her to be her smart self? – C.S.

Dear C.S.: Your daughter is at an age when it 
is perfectly natural that she turn her attention to 
the opposite sex and develop some new friend-
ships. This is also a crucial time in developing 
her identity and finding a path that is comfort-
able. She has already mastered the “smart girl” 
role, and she may be experimenting with the “fun 
girl,” or other less-serious role. Even in this day 
and age, some girls are not proud of their intel-
lect, and will hide or deny it. “Acting dumb” may 
be part of this effort to leave behind the child-
hood image and try on a more popular one.

I can see why you are worried – a “dumb” pose 
can carry over into schoolwork, grades, attitudes 
toward higher education, and choice of friends 
and values. What you don’t want to happen is to 
have her actually become dumb and accept lower 
standards in all these areas of her life. Unfortu-
nately, she’s also at an age when passively ac-
cepting your ideas probably is not likely. Perhaps 
you can help her channel her talents and intellect 
into some activities outside of school, and ease 
up a bit on her image problem until you see if it 
really is going to be a problem for her. She may 
tire of this crowd sooner than you can imagine. 
If she persists and becomes “dumb and dumber,” 
some intelligent conversation might fit the bill.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My little boy has devel-
oped a bad habit. He is a liar! Hardly a day goes 
by that he doesn’t tell a little white lie, or a big 
one. Of course, since he is only 8 years old, it 
is pretty easy to see through his fabrications. He 
expects his father and me to play along with what 
he is saying. We have punished him. But he then 
tells an even bigger fib. What now? – A.A.

Dear A.A.: Your child may be trying to find 
some boundaries, and testing you to see just how 
far he can go. But my suspicion is that he may be 
testing your ability to pay attention and respond 
to him. Sometimes when children don’t have the 
parental focus they need, they will up the ante by 
becoming more “attention-worthy.” In his case, 
and at his age, this means telling a fib. When he 
is older, he could become a daredevil, a rebel or 
a substance abuser. So, giving him some more at-
tention now might be the best thing you can do.

You might want to have a chat with his teach-
er to see if this bad habit is interfering with his 
schoolwork in any way. Is he the class clown? Or 
does he use tall tales in order to make excuses? 
But you also might want to consider what harm 
is done by calling your son a liar. It sounds as 
though, perhaps, he may just have a great imagi-
nation. Today’s tall-tale teller could be tomor-
row’s comedian, novelist, playwright or other 
creative person. In any case, encouragement and 
direction – not punishment – should be the order 
of the day. Your son may feel less of a need to 
entertain you with falsehoods if he senses more 
acceptance of who he is.

(c) 2009 by King Features Syndicate
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