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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Dear Heloise: Here are a couple of my favorite 
TRAVEL HINTS:

• I always pack one or two tall plastic kitchen 
bags with drawstrings in each family member’s 
luggage. Dirty clothes go in the bag. Pull the 
drawstring and put the bag back in the luggage 
when leaving, if desired.

• I save the clear plastic bags my newspaper 
comes in. A shoe can go in each bag. I close the 
bag with a twist-tie and pack in the luggage. The 
bags also can be used for wet swimsuits.

• My husband brings a little night light to plug 
in the bathroom wall if it’s too dark in the room 
when getting up in the night. – Ramona, Prai-
rieville, La.

All good travel hints, and a reminder to reuse 
plastic bags, too. If you forget one, just grab the 
plastic dry-cleaner bag that is usually hanging in 
the hotel closet. – Heloise

BLEACH VS. CLOTHING
Dear Heloise: Recently, a writer suggested that 

washing-machine load order should be dark, light 
and then bleachable so that the last wash with 
bleach deodorizes the machine.

This means that a bleach wash will be followed 
by dark in the next cycle of washes. When I did 
this, some of the dark clothes were ruined with 
little bleached dots. It seemed the bleach was still 
in the machine and came though the little holes in 
the basket as the clothes were spinning. I ruined 
many clothes.

Now, my method is to wash bleach loads first, 
then whites and then lastly the darks. This way, 
the bleach is cleaned out by the water in the white 
wash and also cannot bleach anything. – Lorna, 
via e-mail

 CLEANING COUNTERTOPS
Dear Heloise: I have my original kitchen coun-

tertop, which is white laminate. Lately, I’ve been 
having trouble keeping it stain-free. Can you sug-
gest something to keep it white? – Lenny Silver-
berg, Boynton Beach, Fla.

Sometimes older countertops, with wear and 
tear, become susceptible to staining. Try sprin-
kling a bit of baking soda on the stain, dampen 
with warm water to make a paste and rub, then let 
it sit for a bit. Rinse with clean, clear water. This 
may help. A bit of furniture polish or car wax will 
help restore the shine. – Heloise

REUSING OLD MATTRESS PADS
Dear Heloise: When my cotton mattress pads 

developed wear, I replaced them with new poly-
ester pads. However, they tended to slip on the 
slick mattress, so I put the clean, old cotton ones 
next to the mattresses and the new ones on top. 
Problem solved! – Nila Boone, Rapid City, S.D.

EXTRA SEAT BELT
Dear Heloise: Usually in your car there are 

only two back-seat passengers, but there are three 
sets of seat belts. If you keep the middle seatbelt 
fastened, then there is no problem in finding the 
correct receptacle for the passenger who has two 
seat locks on his or her side. -- Ellen Coppock, 
via e-mail
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Favorite hints
help taking trips

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Test Your Play
1. Win the heart lead with the ace, draw trumps 

and play a low diamond toward dummy’s J-4! 
This gives you about a 75 percent chance for the 
contract, which is much better than the 50 percent 
chance you’d have if you started the diamonds by 
leading one from dummy.

The low diamond toward the jack makes the 
contract whenever North was dealt the queen, 
which happens 50 percent of the time. He has no 
choice but to take the queen, and after you later 
force out the ace of diamonds by playing the jack, 
you will be able to discard a club from dummy 
on the king of diamonds. Your only losers in that 
case would be a heart and two diamonds.

Even if South has the queen of diamonds and 
wins dummy’s jack with it, you are still in con-
tention. You have plenty of time later on to lead 
a diamond toward your K-7, and if South has the 
ace, you make the contract that way.

The suggested method of play fails only when 
South has the queen and North the ace -- about a 
one-in-four chance -- but in that case any other 
method of play is also virtually certain to fail.

2. Here you’ve got a sure thing. Cash the A-K 
of hearts, cross to the ace of clubs, then play the 
queen of hearts and discard a spade. If North turns 
up with either four or five hearts, play another 
one and let him cash his heart trick (or tricks), 
discarding one or two diamonds from your hand. 
North must then hand you trick No. 9, whether he 
returns a spade, a diamond or a club.

If North started with only one or two hearts – 
unlikely, but possible -- you still have him on the 
hook. After cashing dummy’s queen of hearts, 
you next lead a diamond to the nine (or queen, 
if South plays the ten or jack). North wins but is 
forced to give you your ninth trick whether he 
returns a spade, a diamond or a club.
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Bridge • Steve Becker
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