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Cryptoquip

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Dear Heloise: Your hint for using COLORED 
DOTS at garage sales is good. I have done this 
and have had good success. After marking items 
with the various colors, I took 8-by-10-inch card-
board sheets and put the dots on with correspond-
ing prices, and then placed the sheets at various 
locations (tables and walls) around the garage. 
This minimized the price questions and made it 
easier for the customers and myself.  – P. Guidry, 
Orange, Calif.

It does make labeling and pricing everything 
a snap! Thanks for reminding us about this hint. 
With summer almost here, below are some favor-
ite yard- or garage-sale hints:

• How you display garage-sale items is a key to 
sales. Stores spend time arranging and displaying 
goods, so you should take time to do this for your 
garage sale. If things are attractively placed and 
organized, you will sell more.

• Price every item! You will sell more because 
people can see the price and decide immediately 
if they want to buy or bargain.

• When planning a garage sale, after you decide 
on the date, also choose a rain date, just in case of 
unexpected bad weather. Put this information on 
your sign or in the ad for the sale.

• When you are organizing a garage sale, be 
sure to declutter the garage or area you are using. 
Clear out items not needed and include them in 
the sale to make extra cash.

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: When my children were small, 

we traveled a lot to visit family. We would stop 
at fast-food places, get our food and keep rolling. 
Eating out of a bag was not easy for the children 
or me. I started saving the large foam trays that 
meat comes on (be sure to wash well or cover 
with napkins), and we would put them in our 
laps. We were able to spread out our sandwich 
and fries without spilling them or getting sauce 
on our clothes. Hope this helps someone travel-
ing with small children. -- D’Aun Meherg, Deats-
ville, Ala.

EASY PILL-BOTTLE ID
Dear Heloise: I find that the types of pill bottles 

that require you to line up two triangles to open 
them can be frustrating, in that the molded-in tri-
angles are sometimes hard to see. What I do is 
color in the triangles with a permanent marker 
to make lining them up much easier. Although 
plain black is helpful enough, this method could 
be also extended to color-coding the triangles for 
different contents to make locating specific medi-
cation even speedier. -- A Reader, via e-mail
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Use price dots
for garage sales
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Family Circus • Bil Keane

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Two diamonds. A choice has to be made 

between two and three diamonds. Neither one 
is fully accurate. Two diamonds is an underbid, 
three diamonds an overbid.

If partner’s response had been one spade or two 
clubs, either of which would elevate the value of 
your hand, a three-diamond rebid would be in 
order. But with the one-heart response, the hand 
depreciates in value, and game possibilities are 
remote unless partner can voluntarily continue 
over two diamonds.

If partner does bid again, some constructive 
move should then be made to show you are at the 
top of your previous minimum rebid.

2. Four hearts. This is the type of hand with 
which many players might bid only three hearts, 
thinking it is a forcing bid. But the fact is that 
three hearts is only a strong invitation to continue 
bidding. If responder has only six or seven points, 
he is not required to bid over three hearts.

With 19 high-card points, two doubletons and 
an excellent trump fit, you should not run the risk 
of playing at less than game. Also, you may reach 
a slam as a result of bidding four hearts that might 
be missed if you were to rebid only three hearts.

3. One spade. Again we are influenced by part-
ner’s unsatisfactory initial response. Had partner 
bid one spade, two clubs or supported diamonds, 
the value of your hand would have improved 
significantly, but after a one-heart response, you 
have nothing to get excited about.

One spade -- rather than rebidding your dia-
monds -- is chosen for two reasons: It is an open-
ended bid that can show up to 18 points, and it 
caters to the possibility that partner may have 
four spades. Rebidding diamonds would deny 
possession of four spades, and you could miss a 
game (or slam) in spades by failing to mention 
them at this point.

4. Three clubs. Not only must a game in hearts 
be reached, but slam possibilities must be ex-
plored, and the investigation is initiated by a 
jump-shift in clubs (forcing to game).

Your intention is to raise hearts on the next 
round, thus completing the picture of both your 
high-card values and distribution. Once partner 
hears you support hearts, he will be able to evalu-
ate his honor cards more accurately and decide 
how high to go. If he has the A-K of hearts, or 
ace of spades and king of hearts, he should make 
a move toward slam, while at the same time he 
should regard any honor cards in spades (other 
than the ace) as practically worthless.
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Bridge • Steve Becker
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