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Windbreak study

crosses Kansas fields

MANHATTAN - The Dust
Bowl may be long gone, but wind
continues to steal an average 1.3
tons of topsoil each year from
every one of Kansas’ 1.8 million
acres of cropland.

That’s well beyond tolerable
limits, according to the U.S. Natu-
ral Resource Conservation Ser-
vice.

“Clearly, windbreaks continue
to have important roles to play in
the Great Plains,” said Bob Atchi-
son, rural forestry coordinator for
the Kansas Forest Service. “They
can affect everything from crop
yields to rural home comfort.

Given what people like you and
me can see from the road, how-
ever, this living resource has long
been in a decline — perhaps for up
to six decades.

Little “good science” has chart-
ed the changes since Franklin
Delano Roosevelt was president,
he said, but the forest service and
Kansas State University Research
and Extension will be conducting
an inventory of the state’s wind-
breaks this year from May 26 to
Aug. 11. The U.S. Forest Service
is helping pay for the project. The
state agency is already contact-
ing landowners to get permission
for a research crew to access each
property.

In Kansas, windbreaks are basi-
cally an artifact of the drought and
dust storms that plagued the Great

Plains during the 1930s, Atchison
said. In response to such farm-
wrecking conditions, the govern-
ment invested close to $14 million
between 1935 and 1942 to plant
more than 200 million trees and
shrubs in shelterbelts. It stopped
short of FDR’s dream of wind-
breaks from Canada to Mexico,
but it’s still a lot of trees.

“For best management from
here on, Kansas needs an accu-
rate assessment of the size and
condition of the plantings we’ve
got now,” the forester said. “This
summer’s inventory will provide
that. It also will help us assess the
number of ash trees in the state
that will be at risk if the emerald
ash borer spreads further west.”

The emerald ash borer is an ex-
otic (nonnative), invasive Asian
beetle, first discovered in the Unit-
ed States in 2002 near Detroit. It
since has spread to infest and kill
millions of ash trees in 10 states,
reaching Missouri in July.

The two-person Kansas inven-
tory crews will be measuring 189
randomly selected, one-sixth-acre
plots throughout the state. Crews
in Nebraska, North Dakota and
South Dakota will be doing simi-
lar research. During their three- to
four-hour examinations of each
site, the crews will record tree
species, diameter, height and age,
as well as the overall windbreak’s
function, width and condition.

Windbreak benefits

proven by time, research

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Natural Resources Con-
servation Service lists some re-
search- and time-proven benefits
of well-maintained tree and shrub
windbreaks:

¢ Reduce wind-caused soil ero-
sion.

* Protect plants from wind-re-
lated damage.

e Alter the microenvironment to
enhance plant growth.

e Manage snow deposits and
drifting.

¢ Provide shelter for structures,
animals and people.

¢ Enhance wildlife habitat.

On the Beat

* Provide a noise screen.

* Provide a visual screen.

* Improve air quality by inter-
cepting and reducing airborne
dust, chemicals and odors.

¢ Delineate property and field
boundaries.

* Improve irrigation efficiency.

* Increase carbon storage in bio-
mass and soils.

The Kansas Forest Service adds
two others:

* Decrease protected structures’
heating and cooling costs.

e Improve livestock’s rate of
gain.
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To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Jasmine or Heather today at 462-3963.

Reflexology by Roxanne

Reflexology is the physical act of applying pressure to the feet with specific
thumb, finger, and hand techniques without the use of oil or lotion.

Now taking NEW clients!!
By Appointment Only

Gift Certificates Available

<45 Minute Treatments: $25 }

Relax and Breathe! 785-460-1929

e Siding
e Commercial Roofing

¢ Painting
¢ Residential Roofing

e Small Construction Projects
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“NOTHING TO IT BUT TO DO IT”
Curtis Delany

Owner/Operator
785-269-7324

Adam Bowers
Owner/Operator
785-462-0438

Licensed and Insured

Matt Ludwick
Lown Mowing ® Trimming
Silginga Fandscaping © Free Estimates

785-462-2271

785-269-7069, Cell Colby, Kansas

VISIT

Prairie Museum
of Art & History

Give it a
tryl See
what the
business

9-5 M-F

1-5 Sat. & Sun.
Closed Mondays Nov.-Mar.
Closed Holidays

*World Class Kuska Collection

*Kansas KIDS Corner

*Cooper Barn
an 8 Wonder of KS Architecture

*Hands on HIGH PLAINS HISTORY

*Prairie Museum Art

clirectorg
can do

Thomas County Historical Society|
1905 S. Franklin * Colby, KS 67701
785 460-4590
prairiem@st-tel.net

WWW.prairiemuseum.org

for 9ou!

Strength. Stability. Service.

And us.

- That’'s what you can count
on. We're in the business
'. of helping people just like
REAU FINAN vicss you through all stages of
life with insurance and
financial products. To
www.fbfs.com learn more call today.
550 N Franklin Ave 550 N Franklin Ave

Colby Colby (785) 462'3388
Auto / Home / Life / Business / College / Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 346

Insurance * Investments
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David L. Browne Il Adriane Sims

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
Residential roofs (785) 462-6908
Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTimATes

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner

(785) 443-1339

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

COMMERCIAL
1-800-536-6642 .
1-785-462-6642 Rubber Single Ply
Wood Shingles

White TPO Single Ply
Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES

Built Up Systems
Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles

Modified Systems

Phone: 785.462.6999
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155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 Sy ’i/'y CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET

,,,,,,,,, QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!

Fax: 785-460-0852
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077

WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

COLBY POLICE
Tuesday

2:39 a.m. — Security check to
Colby Ag.

8:27 am. — Dogs at large at
Fourth and Chick.

11:39 a.m. — Accident at Colby
Elementary.

11:55 am. — Dog at large at
Franklin and Eighth St. taken to
Colby Animal Clinic.

12:43 p.m. — Tree limb broke
van window at B-Hive.

4 p.m. — Cattle out on Kings
Court. Made contact with owner.

4:41 p.m. — Three juveniles ca-
noeing under the bridge on Coun-
try Club.

7:28 p.m. — Kids playing in the
water on eighth and Lee.

10:22 p.m. — Walk-through at
Walmart.

Wednesday

8:14 am. — Dog at large at
Fourth St. and Lake.

5:15 p.m. — Dog at large on W.
Fifth.

7:27 p.m. — Assisted court ser-
vices.

11:28 p.m. — Extra patrol re-
quested due to receiving strange
phone calls.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Tuesday

9:04 a.m. — Vehicle in ditch at
Country Club and Veteran’s Me-
morial.

Wednesday

10:54 a.m. — Criminal damage
to property: report of damage to
roadway, vehicles stuck in ditch.

2:41 p.m. — Horse walking east-
bound in westbound lane. Owner
contacted.

VISIT HOXIE!!

Hoxie Business Directory

Advertising pays!!
Give Heather a call TODAY!! 462-3963

The Road to Wellness in Morthwest Kansas

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

e Hospital ® Hoxie Medical Clinic
e Long Term Care Center ® Assisted Living

Hoxie Medical Clinic

Dr. Brewster Kellogg - Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C
Kerri Rowh, ARNP

785-675-3018
826 18th ~

Selden Community Clinic
Kerri Rowh, ARNP - OPEN THURSDAYS 8:30 - NOON

785-386-4380
112 N. Kansas ~ Selden, KS

Hoxie, KS
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Cumudus " ~

COMPUTERS ™

Brett Bandy  785-443-3950
Check Out Our Great Prices!

e Computer repair  ® Networking ¢ Software upgrades
¢ Custom-built PC’s e Consulting e Hardware upgrades

www.cumuluscomputers.com

Round Trip Travel

VACATION SPECIALS

LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | |

DISNEYWORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel 3 BOOK SPRING
MEXICO Air & Hotel | 3!

CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1, 5 BREAK NOW!
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air : §1, [AW Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air & Hotel ¢ $740 3. . o
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 3] All specials may be for speplfu‘:_dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA ' $359 iMax 45 and are subject to availability

" Per Adult_

FAMILY DENTAL

JES

#24  CARE
- - The Latest Technology and Most
Opgv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals ¢ Orthodontics
¢ Implants « Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

4 ) ®
EVENBETTERRATE, | ITntroducin
limited time. ... gO o0
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT. . .
18 Months 2.30% APY* Quallty Title
| & Abstract
Hurry in for an even better rate on our
featured Certificate of Deposit through State Farm Bank®. 785-460-2839 * 275 La Casa Drive * Colby, KS
Call today for more information and watch your money grow. ’
Partners of:
[} [ ]
sne W s Western Appraisal Service
Colby, KS 6779[]1
o ohmson g @satefam o Owner and Operator-Paul F. Bailey
Y Bank 785-460-2839 * 275 La Casa Drive * Colby, KS
° Call on us for your Appraisal and Title needs.
\ e e e e y “Where one call...Does it all!”
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Probessional

-~ WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, KS

SYSTEM

(B00) 611-6735

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FREE ESTIMATES
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